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An  ACT  to  alter  and  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  West  Point— and 
tor  other  purposes. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  so  much  of  the  above  recited 
act  as  relates  to  the  name  of  said  Town  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed,  and  the  said  Town  be  called  and  incorporated  as  the 
Town  of  Appalachicola. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  corporate  limits  of  said 
Town  be  extended  seven  miles,  in  each  and  every  direction,  from 
the  centre  of  the  present  settlement  of  said  Town. 

%  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  that  part  of  the  county  of 
Gadsden,  lying  within  a  line,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Appa- 
lachicola river,  running  up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Black's 
mill  creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  Black's  mills;  thence  in  a 
due  south  east  course  to  St.  Georges'  Sound ;  thence  to  the  be- 
ginning point,  including  the  Island  of  St.  George,  be  added  to, 
and  become  a  part  of  the  county  of  Washinerton. 

§  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws,  and  parts  of 
laws,  militating  against  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the 
Same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed — Jan.  13,  1831.  [Approved — Jan.  28, 1831. 
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An  ACT  concerning  the  marking  and  branding  of  Cattle. 

-  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall, 
knowingly,  or  wilfully,  hereafter,  mark  or  brand  the  cattle  of 
another,  whether  the  owner  thereof  be  known  to  such  person,  or 
persons,  or  not,  such  person,  or  persons,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
Cattle  stealing,  and  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  in  which 
by  law  cattle  r  aliner  is  now  punished. 

Passed,  Ju*  20, 1831.  [Approved,  Jan.  29,  1831. 


Falsemark- 
iogofi  aitle 
ma.  e  steal- 
ing. 


s 


Act  of!829 

re-'ieciing 
sum-  out 
Vnis  o!  er- 
ror re  Deal  "d 
and  act  of 
T2b  revived 


Art  to  be  in 
(on-f.  after 
lit  April, 


-An  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  net  to  amend  an  act  reciilajin?  the  mode  of 

eoing  out  Writs  01  Lrror  and  prosecuting  Appeals  in  the  Court  ot  Appeals  of 

the  Territory  of  I'iorida. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of,  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  net  to  amend  an  act  regulating" 
the  mode  of  suing-  out  Writs  of  Error  and  prosecuting  Appeals 
in  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Territory  of  Florida ,  approved 
the  1 4th  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  that  so  much  of  the  act, 
approved  twelfth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  as  was  repealed,  by  the  said  act  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  be,  and  the  same  is  revived. 

§.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force 
from  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Passed,  2ls(.Jan.  1831.  [Approved — Jan.  29,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  authori^  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  take  the  acknowledge-, 
inunt  ot  deeds  and  instruments  of  writing  under  seal. 

$  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  to  name,  appoint,  and  commission,  one  or  more 
Commissioners  in  each,  or  such  of  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient ;  which  Commissioners  shall  continue  in  ofiice 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor;  and  shall  have  authority 
to  take  the  acknowledgements  and  proof  of  the  execution  of  any 
deed,  mortgage,  or  other  conveyance,  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  lying  or  being  in  this  Territory;  any  contract, 
letter  of  attorney,  or  any  other  writing  under  seal,  to  be  used  or 
recorded  in  this  Territory ;  and  such  acknowledgement  or  proof, 
taken  or  made  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  Ter- 
ritory, and  certified,  by  any  one  of  the  said  Commissioners,  before 
whom  the  same  shall  be  taken  or  made  under  his  seal,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  endorsed  on  or  annexed  to  said  deed  or  instru- 
ment aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  and  be  as 
good  and  available  in  law,  for  all  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had 
been  made  or  taken   before  the  proper  officer  of  this  Territory. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  commissioner  appointed 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  any  person  who  shall  be  will- 
ing and  desirous  to  make  such  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  him  ; 
and  such  affidavit,  or  affirmation,  made  before  such  commissioner, 
shall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  as  good  and  effectual,  to  all 
intend  and  purposes,  as  if  taken  by  any  magistrate  resident  in  tut 
Territory,  and  competent  to  take  the  same, 


$  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  commissioner  ap- 
pointed as  aioresaid,  bciore  he  snail  proceed  to  peribrm  a^v  duty, 
under  and  by  virtue  ot*  this  law,  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath, 
or  affirmation,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  city  or  county 
in  which  such  commissioner  shall  reside,  well  and  faithfully  to 
execute  and  perform  ail  the  duties  of  such  commissioner,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory;  which  oadi  or  atiir- 
mation,  shall  be  hied  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
Territory. 

Passed— Jan.  24, 1831.  [Approved— Jan.  28,  1831, 
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An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  concerning  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration. 

4  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  any  justice  of  the  peace  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  administer  the  oath  required  by 
law,  to  appraisers  of  the  estates  ot'  deceared  persons. 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  conflicting  with 
the  provisions  of  the  above  section,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Passed,  Jan.  31,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  2,  1S31. 
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An  ACT  to  establish  and  organise  a  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  Oyer  and- 
Terminer,  in  the  Town  of  Appaiachicola. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  there  shah  be  organised  in  the 
Town  of  Appaiachicola,  and  county  of  Washing-ton,  a  court  of  f oncurcnc 
record,  to  be  styled  "  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  Oyer    wTth  $un!i 
and  Terminer,  for  the  town  of  Appaiachicola;"  which  said  court    norcouru 
shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  widi  the  superior  courts  in  said 
town,  of  all  civil  cases  in  assumpsit,  debt,  covenant,  trover,  de- 
tinue, and  of  actions  on  the  case,  where  the  damages  or  cause  of 
action,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  nor  less 
than  fifty  dollars;  and  shall  have  authority  to  try  all  oilences  (not 
of  a  capital  nature)  commiited  within  the  limits  of  said  Town, 
and  to  punish  the  same  according  to   the  existing   laws  of  the 
Territory. 

$  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  governor,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  legislative  council,  shall  immedi- 
ately after  the  passage  of  this  act,  appoint  a  judge  of  said  court, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  and  alter 
the  date  of  his  commission;  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
as  full  compensation  for  all  lu9  services,  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
in  each  and  every  case  tried  in  said  court,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
slerk  in  die  bill  of  costs, 


Jud?e  to. 
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§  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  elected  by  the 
citizens  of  said  town,  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  legis- 
lative council,   on  the  first  Monday  in  March  in  each  and  every 
year,  a  clerk  of  said  court,  and  a  sheriff  of  said  town,  who  shall 
take  an  oath  and  give  security  as  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  clerk  so  elected  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following 
oath,  before  the  jud^e  of  said  court," — I  do  solemnly  swear,  that 
I  will  truly   and  faithfully  enter  and  record    all  orders,  decrees, 
judgments  and  other  proceedings,  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  and 
all  matters  and  things  which  by  me  ought  to  be  recorded  ;  and 
that  I  will  faithfully   and  impartial  1\   perforin  all   the  duties  re- 
quired of  me  as  clerk  of  said  court,  to  the  best  of  my  ability :"■ 
And  such  clerk  shall  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
give  bond  with  prood  and  sufficient  security,  to  the  governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  time   being,  and  his  successors 
in  office,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties   required  of  him;  which  said 
bond  shall  be  taken  and  approved  by  the  judge  of  said  court— 
and  said  clerk  shall  be  required  to  keep  such  books  of  record  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  to  provide  for  said  court  a  seal ;  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  the  same 
fees  as  are  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  superior  courts  of  this 
Territory  for  similar  services ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  keep  fair 
and  regular  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  said  court,  which  shall 
be  signed  by  the  judge  before  the  adjournment   of  each  term  of 
said  court: — ^And  the   said  sheriff  shall  in  like  manner  take  the 
following  oath— "I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  exe- 
cute all  writs,  warrants,  precepts  and  processes,  directed  to  me  as 
sheriff,  of  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  and  true  returns  of  the  same 
make,  and  in  all  things  truly,  faithfully  and  impartially  perform 
the  duties  of  my  said  office  during  my  continuance  therein,  and 
take  only  my  lawful  fees."     And  the  oath  shall  be  taken  by  the 
deputy  of  said  sheriff,  provided  he  shall  appoint  one ;  and  the 
said  sheriff  shall  enter  into  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  securi- 
ties to  the  governor,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors  in  of- 
fice, in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,   conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  by  himself  and  deputies ;  which 
said  bond  shall  be  taken  by  the  judcre.     And  the  said  clerk  and 
sheriff  shall  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified;  and  upon  proing  out  of  office,  shall  turn  over  to  their 
successors,  all  papers  belonging  to  their  said  offices  respectively ; 
and  the  same  remedy  may  be  had  acrainst  said  clerk  and  sheriff, 
as  are  allowed  aprainst  marshals  and  clerks  in  the  superior  courts 
of  this  Territory;  and  the  said  sheriff  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
fees  as  are  allowed  to  sheriffs,  in  the  county   courts,  for  similar 
services. 

§  4.  Be  it  further  enacted*  That  said  bond  of  the  clerk  and 
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tfierii?,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  clerk'?  offce  of  said  court,  and 

the  originals  transmitted  to  the  executive  oti.ee  01  the  1  cr,*\n  1  v: 

And  when  any  person  shall  desire  to  institute  suit  upon  either  of 

said  bonds,  it  may  be  lawful  for  him  to  apply  to  said  court  and 

obtain  a  certified  copy  of  the  same ;  and  the  said   copy  shall  be     ^jj  ™* 

sufficient  for  the  foundation  of  his  suit,  and  be  received  in  evidence    evidence. 

in  any  court  in  this  Territory,  in  lieu  of  the  original. 

§  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.    That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
sheriff  to  summon,    at  least  ten  d'»ys  before    the  sitting    of  said    Sh'ff  shaft 
court,  twenty-four  jurors,  who  shall  be  residents  of  the  said  town,    ;umm0J» 
and  who   shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors,    in  the  Supe-  junei* 
rior  courts  of  this  Territory;  who  shall  be  empannelled  as  juries 
usually   are,    and  who    shall  try    and  determine  all   suits  in  said 
court ;  and  who  may  be  fined  by  the  judge  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  dollars,    for  not  attending  said  court,  when  legally  sum- 
moned,   unless  their   non-attendance   be  from  unavoidable  acci- 
dents. 

§  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  suits  in  said  court,  shall 
be  commenced,  conducted  and  regulated,  by  the  same  regula- 
tions, and  rules  of  practice,  as  are  observed  and  prescribed  for 
the  superior  courts  of  this  Territory. 

§  7.  Be  it  further  t-nactcd,     That  appeals  and  writs  of  error    Appeal?  to 
shall  be  taken  from  the  said  court  in  the  same  manner  and  under    „$££?  ^ 
the  same  restrictions,  as  are    imposed    in  the  cases    respectively,    ■ppk.fhun 
when  appeals  or  writs  of  error  are  taken  from  the  superior  court    S.  court* 
to  the  court  of  appeals ;  and  when   any  case  so  taken  by  appeal 
or  writ  of  error  to  said  superior  court,  shall  have  been  determin- 
ed therein,    it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  said  court,  to  is- 
sue execution  against  the  party  and  his  security,  for  the  amount 
of  the  debt,  costs  and  damages. 

<$>  8.  Be  it  further"  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  said  court  shall 
have  authority  to  issue  subpeenas,  commissions,  and  all  other 
precepts  necessary  and  proper  for  the  conducting  and  prosecut- 
ing suits  in  said  court,  in  like  manner  as  the  clerks  of  the  supe- 
rior courts  of  this  Territory  ;  and  al)  sales  by  the  sheriff  of  said 
town,  shall  be  made  in  the  same  way,  and  under  such  provisions 
as  are  prescribed  for  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties. 

§  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  executions  issued  bv  the 
clerk  of  said  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  Oyer  and  Termi- 
ner, shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  said  town  of  Appalachicola. 

§  10/  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  court  shall  be  holden 
in  said  town  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  third  Monday  in 
November  in  each  and  every  year. 

%  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  court  shall  in  such    Court  shall 
manner  as    is,  or  may  be  provided   bv  law,    for  drawing   juries,    draw  grand 
draw  a  grand  jury  of  lawful  jurors,  residing  in  said  town,  to  serve    Jur* '• 
at  each  term  of  said  court ;    who  shall  inquire  into,    and  present 
all  offences,  committed  within  the  limits  of  said  town. 
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§  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  all  laws,  and  parts  of* 
laws,  militating  against  the  provisions   oi'  this   act   be,    and   the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Passed,  Jan.  31,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  7,  1831. 


An  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Charles  E.  Uawkins. 

Whereas,  upon  the  petition  of  the  grand  jury,  empanneled 
in,  and  for  the  body  of  Munroe  county,  at  the  last  November 
term  of  the  superior  court  for  the  southernjudirial  district  of  Florida, 
as  well  as  upon  the  petition  of  the  people  of  the  said  district,  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  E.  Hawkins,  now  in  the  custody  of  the 
Marshal  of  the  said  district:  And  whereas,  also,  three  terms  of 
the  superior  court  have  elapsed  since  the  alledged  commission  of 
the  crime,  for  which  he  is  now  in  custody,  and  that  by  the  shew- 
ing of  the  said  petitions*  lie  can  never. be  tried  in  the  said  district, 
because  the  citizens  when  summoned  as  jurymen,  in  the  said  caser 
generally  answer  on  oath,  that  they  believe  the  said  Charles  E. 
Hawkins  ought  to  be  acquitted— And  whereas,  his  further  con- 
tinuance in  custody,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would 
in  all  probability  amount  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  in  violation 
of  the  liberty  of  the* citizen,  whose  fair  and  speedy  trial  is  guar- 
anteed by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  great 
expense  of  his  confinement,  already  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
near  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  and  which  will  be  greatly  increased 
by  the  detention  of  the  said  Charles  E.  Hawking  in  custody  : 

Now  therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of.  Florida,  That  the  said  Charles  E. 
Hawkins,  be  and  he  is  hereby  discharged, from  the  custody  of  the 
Marshal  of  the  southern  judicial  district,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  marshal  of  the  said  district  forthwith  to  release  him.  This^ 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passage  thereof. 

Passed,  Jan.  27, 1P31.  [Approved,  Jan.  28,  1831, 


An  ACT  regulating  our  citizens  trading  with  the  Indians— and  for  other  purposes 
tnerein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  the  safety,  welfare  and  tranquility  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  do  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  the  maintaining  the 
pood  correspondence  between  the  citizens  of  this  Territory  and 
the  Indians  in  amity  with  the  good  people  of  the,  same  :  And 
whereas,  many  inconveniences  have  arisen  from  private  persons, 
trading  with  them  without  licences  : 

§.   1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  ■ 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  for  the  better  preventing  dis*. 
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tttrbance  nmonc  the  Indians  by  persons  barterine:  with  them  in 
the  woods,  or  hunting  within  tiieir  limits,  or  in  any  otherwise  tres- 
passing on  the  same,  tiiat  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  sell, 
barter  or  exchange  with  anv  Indian  or  Indians,  any  rum,  or  other 
strone  liquors,  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  or  anything  whatso- 
ever, in  the  woods,  in  their  huntiner  orounds,  or  within  our  settle- 
ments, or  at  any  other  place,  other  than  a  storehouse,  or  at  stores, 
or  houses  licensed  for  that  purpose  ;  or  shall  hunt,  or  trespass  on 
the  lands  beyond  the  present  boundary  line — And  every  one,  so 
offending  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  upon  letral  conviction, 
before  anv  court  of  this  Territory  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  erood  and  lawful  money,  one  half 
thereof  to  be  paid  to  him,  her,  or  them,  who  shall  sue  for  and 
prosecute  such  offenders  to  conviction,  and  the  other  half  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory;  and  if  such  offenders  shall  not  have  suffi- 
cient effects  whereon  to  levy  such  fine;  then  in  every  such  case  the 
offender  shall  suffer  coporal  punishment,  by  whippinc-,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  to  be  inllicted,  by 
order  of  the  judge  of  the  court,  at  whicii  such  offender  shall  have 
been  convicted.  And  the  Justices'  of  the  Peace  upon  complaint 
made  of  any  such  offence,  are  hereby  authorised,  and  required,  to 
bind  over  the  offender  by  recognizance,  with  sufficient  securities, 
for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court  bavins"  jurisdiction  of  the 
same,  to  answer  such  action,  or  information,  as  shall  then  be 
brought  or  exhibited  against  him,  her  or  them,  pursuant  to  this 
act;  and  for  want  of  sureties,  to  commit  such  offenders  to  the 
common  jail.  % 

^  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  dav 
of  March  next,  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (other  than 
such  as  duly  take  out  license,  or  licensed  from  the  proper  authori- 
ty) shall  directly,  or  indirectly,  trade  or  traffic  with  any  indian  or 
Indians,  except  for  the  necessary  supply  of  provisions,  in  their 
passing  or  repassing  to  and  from  the  nation,  or  shall  presume  to 
erect,  or  set  up  any  houses,  or  huts,  on  the  lands  reserved  for  the 
Indians,  shall  be  proceeded  against  as  before  directed. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every  person,  or 
persons,  whites,  half  breeds,  indians,  mulattoes,  or  musticroes, 
who  shall  inveigle,  steal,  or  carry  away  any  slave,  or  slaves,  or 
shall  hire,  aid  or  counsel  any  person,  or  persons  to  inveigle,  steal 
or  carry  away  as  aforesaid  any  such  slave,  or  slaves,  or  shall  aid 
any  such  slave  or  slaves  in  runniner  away  from  his  owner  or  em- 
ployers service,  or  shall  give  a  ticket  or  pass,  whereby  such  slave 
shall  depart  from  the  service  of  his,  or  her,  said  owner,  manaerer, 
or  employer,  shall  be,  and  he,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  cuilty 
of  felony,  and,  beincr  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  punished  bv  a 
fine  not  exceedinc  five  hundred  dollars,  or  whipping  not  exceed- 
ing thirty-nine  stripes,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years* 
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at  the  excretion  of  the  court.  And  so  miKh  of  the  laws  now  \h 
force  i<  'nihtate  Hiramst,  or  contradict  this  iaw,  be,  and  the  same 
arc   hereby,  repenled. 

Fussed,  Jan.  22,  1S31.  [Approved,  Jan.  28,  1831* 


Repeal    o 
act  of id2r 


An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Pilot?  for  the  St.  Johns  and  Nassau 
rivi-is,  iu  the  Territory  of  Florida — and  for  other  purposes. 

<S  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  Isaiah  D.  Hart,  Farquhar 
Bethnne  and  John  Houston,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
co '>i!iii&ii oners  of  pilotage  for  the  bars  and  rivers  of  St.  Johns 
and  Nassau,  and  they  are  hereby  charered  v\'itli  the  duty  of  grant- 
ing branches  to  pilots  for  said  bars  and  rivers,  to  establish  rates 
of  pilotaire,  and  to  prescribe  all  the  necessary  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  said  pilots. 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled  an  "act 
to  establish  the  rates  of  pilotage  for  the  St.  Johns  river  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,"  approved,  20th  January,  1827,  and  all 
acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  priving  power  to  the  county  courts  to  ap- 
point pilots  for  said  bars  and  rivers,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^ 
repealed. 


Passed,  Feb.  2,  1831, 


[Approved,  Feb.  7,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  regulating:  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  Attachments. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,     That  property  claimed  as  in  the 
third  section    of  the  act,    regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding  on 
attachments,    approved  November  second,  1829,    shall  be  reple 
viable  as  in  other  cases. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  appearance  of  the  de^ 
fendant  in  attachment,  in  court,  shall  not  operate  as  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  attachment. 

<$>  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sixth  section  of  said 
act,  and  so  much  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  same  act,  as  requires 
the  defendant  in  attachment  to  give  a  replevin  bond  for  the  re- 
delivery of  the  property  to  the  Marshal,  or  other  officer,  at  the 
term  of  the  court,  to  which  said  attachment  is  made  returnable* 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  said  parties  shall  be 
required  to  give  bond  as  prescribed  in  said  last  section,  condi- 
tioned for  the  delivery  of  the  property  to  abide  the  judgment  of 
the  court. 

Fussed,  Feb.  7,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  11, 1831*' 


lb 


An  A.CT  ctfncerains  the  town  01  Ktfy  \Ve*£.« 

WlIEREAS,  The  president  of  the  town  council  of  Key  Wcsl 
'nesrlccteci  to  order  an  election,  Tor  town  councilmen,  on  the  iirst 
Monday  in  January,  1S30,  according-  to  the  provision  ot'  the  act 
nt'  incorporation,  passed  the  8th  day  of  November  1628.  And, 
whereas,  the  citizens  of  said  town  did,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January  1831,  assemble  together,  and  hold  an  election  for  town 
councilmen  to  govern  said  town,  and  doubt  having  arisen,  as  to 
'he  legality  of  said  election,  under  the  act  aforesaid: 

§  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  ike  Governor  and  Leaislaticc 
Council  of  tlie  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration aforesaid  is  hereby  revived,  and  that  all  the  acts  of  the 
president  and  Council  are  hereby  made  valid  and  binding  in  Law; 
Provided,  That  none  of  said  acts  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
this  Territory. 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  president  of  said 
town  council,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  advertise  for  the  election 
of  town  councilmen  according- to  the  act  of  incorporation,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  said  town  to  do  so ;  and  if  the  clerk 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  advertise  for  said  election,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  said  town  to  assemble  at  any 
convenient  place  in  said  town  and  appoint  judges  to  conduct  the 
election,  and  they  shall  then  proceed  to  elect  seven  town  council- 
men. 

Passed,  Feb.  4,  1S31.  Approved,  Feb.  9,  1831; 
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An  ACT  concerning  the  Literary  faiiM. 

Whereas,  the  security  and  prosperity  of  all  popular  gov- 
ernment depends  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people; 
and  virtue  and  intelligence  can  only  be  expected  as  the  result  of 
a  correct  and  efficient  system  of  education,  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  government  to  provide  for  the  people  such  means  of  instruc- 
tion as  are  necessary  to  qualify  themforthe  intelligent  and  honest 
discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens:  And,  whereas, the  scattered 
state  of  our  population  renders  the  general  introduction  of  the 
most  approved  system  of  common  school  instruction  impractica- 
ble :  And,  whereas,  it  is  highly  important,  that  the  best  system 
of  education  of  which  the  circumstances  of  the  Territorv  wili 
admit,  be  introduced,  before  our  habits  and  institutions  become 
too  well  established  to  be  easily  changed — Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorised  and  required  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  one  of 
whom  shall  reside  in  the  eastern,  one  in  the  middle,  and  one  in 
th$.  western  district,  whose   dutv  it   shall  be  to  inquire   into  the 
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Act  1329 

Repealed. 


.  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  Territory ;  the  wants  of  the  pco 
p\e   in  regard  to  the  subject   of  education,    and  the   means  bes 
calculated  to   relieve  these  wants ;  and  to  report   to  the  next  le 
gislative    council   the   number  of  schools  in  the  Territory ;  the 
number   and    qualifications   of  teachers ;  the   branches   usually 
taught,  and  the    various  modes    of  instruction  adopted  in  them ; 
the  number  of  children  receiving  education  in  these  schools,  and 
the  number  of  children    in  the  Territory   destitute  of  the  means 
of  education.     And  also   to  report  what  in    their  opinion  is  the 
best  system  of  general  instruction,  adapted  to  the  condition   and 
wants  of  the  Territory,  and  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  the  funds 
necessary  for  its   establishment ;  and  any  other  facts    and  infor- 
mation,   connected  with  the  subject,  which  they  think  important 
to  be  laid  before  the  legislative  council. 

,  §  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  which 
have  heretofore  accrued  to  the  Literary7  Fund  of  this  Territory, 
as  well  as  all  fines  and  forfeitures,  which  may  hereafter  accrue, 
shall  belong  to  the  Literary  Fund,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  le- 
gislative council  of  this  Territory. 

^  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
tive council,  approved  November  twenty-second  1 829,  entitled  an 
"act  to  incorporate  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary 
Fund,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed,  Feb.  11,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831, 


Laws  to  be 
in  force  af- 
ter Is  April 


An  ACT  concerning  the  Laws  of  this  Session. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  laws  of  a  general  nature  passed 
at  this  session  of  the  legislative  council,  where  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  shall  not  be  considered  in  force  until  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one^ 

'Passed,  Feb.  13,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831. 
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An  ACT  concerning  Criminals,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  mentioned. 

§  1.  Be  if  enacted  by  the  Gcvcrnor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  seve- 
ral prosecuting  attorneys,  in  this  Territory,  before  presenting 
bills  of  indictment  to  the  grand  jury,  to  require  a  prosecutor, 
whose  name  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  indictment. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  in  this  Territory,  when  any  indictment 
shall  b^  hroucrht  before  them,  and  they  shall  find  the  same  to  be 
malicious,  and  without  probable  cause,  to  make  such  finding  and. 
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return  to  tiie  court ;  under  such  cases,  the  prosecutor  shall  pay- 
all  costs  which  may  have  accrued  on  said  prosecution. 

$  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
marshal,  sheriiF  or  constable,  serving  any  criminal  process,  to 
summon  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  assist  in  arresting  or  sale 
keeping-,  any  person  who  refuses  to  be  taken,  or  who  is  likelv  to 
make  his  escape;  and  if  any  person  summoned  as  aforesaid,  shall 
disobey  such  summons,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory. 

§  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  an  "act  for  the  apprehension  of  criminals,  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  approved  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived. 

§  5.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  any  person,  or  persons  who 
are,  or  may  have  been  committed  to  prison,  and  have  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section  above  revived,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  to  be  discharged,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed in  said  twelfth  section, 

§  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  act  entitled  an  "act 
to  amend  an  act  for  the  apprehension  of  criminals,  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  approved  15th  November 
1829,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed,  Feb.  13,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831., 
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An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  permanent  location  of  the  seat  of  Government  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida, 

$  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  with  a  view  to  the  permanent  lo-    Com'raJo 
cation  of  the  seat  of  government  for  this  Territory,  there  shall  be    be  appoint 
appointed  by  the   legislative  council,  at  its  present  session,   five 
persons  as  commissioners,  one  of  whom  shall  be  from  the  eastern, 
two  from  the  middle,  one  from  the  southern,   and  one  from  the 
•western  -Judicial  District.     That  said  commissioners    shall  meet 
at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed to  examine  all  such  places  as,  in  their  opinion,  might  proba- 
bly  be  the  most  eligible  site   for  the  permanent  location  of  the 
seat  of  government  for  this  Territory, 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  Jose  A.  Trias,  from  the 
eastern  district ;  John  Gamble  and  Malcolm  Nicholson,  from  the 
middle ;  John  Porter  Lockhart,  from  the  western,  and  Theodore 
Owens,  from  the  southern  judicial  district  of  this  Territory,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  as  provided  for  in 
this  act,  to  make  said  selection  and  report. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  commissioners  shall 
rnake  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  a  detailed  report  of  their    ™rt*j£« 
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Yp  rt-ccive 
$KJ  j>r.  day. 


^roocediiii^,  setting  forth  tho  situation  by  them  selected  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  particularly  describing  its  location,  its  com- 
parative  advantages  over  other  places  by  them  examined,  and  to 
assign  their  reasons  for  their  selection.  And  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  lay  said  report  before  the  next  legis- 
lative council,  during  the  first  week  of  its  session. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  commissioners 
shall  receive  for  their  services  each  three  dollars  per  day  :  Pro\*i- 
ded,  The  number  of  days  shall  not  exceed  thirty  ;  and  if  any  of 
either  of  said  commissioners  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  serve,  the  re- 
maining members  shall  and  urny  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  ap- 
pointment from  the  same  district. 

Passed,  Feb.  13,  1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  13,  1831. 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  ljth  Feb.  1831,  and  passed  by  tho  requisite  majority 
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An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  concerning  the  appointment  of  Auctioneers. 

Sec.  1.  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  airj 
Auctioneer  in  this  Territory  to  sell  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, at  auction  by  deputy,  or  otherwise  than  in  person,  from  and 
after  the  passajre  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  auctioneer  shall 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  sell  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize, 
or  other  produce,  at  auction,  by  deputy  or  otherwise  than  in  per- 
son, such  auctioneer  and  his  securities,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twe 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Territory,  for  every  sale  so  made,  to  be  re- 
covered in  any  court  in  the  Territory  having  cognizance  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  auctioneer 
shall  make  a  false  or  insufficient  return  of  the  monies  received 
by  him  for  the  Territory,  he  shall  be  indictable,  and  if  convicted, 
shall  pay  a  fine  in  any  sum  above  ten,  and  under  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  imprisoned  for  any  time  less  than  sixty  days,  such  fine  ox 
imprisonment  to  be  according  to  the  finding  of  the  jury. 

Passed,  Feb.  7,  1831.  [ArruovED,  Feb.  10,  1831. 


An  ACT  concerning  Letters  Testamentary  and  of  Administration. 

(}  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Councii 
of  the  Territory  of  Vhrida,  That   all   the   letters  testamentary 
and  of  administration  heretofore  granted  by  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty conn  of  E>cambia  county,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  eon- 
c/fv.rauhd    nymed  and.  made  valid  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the 
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^saiac  manner,   nnd  to  the  some  extent  ns  if  m*.   snrrte  had  beeii 
granted  by  the  judge  of  the  county  court  01  said  county. 

S  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  presiding1 
justice  of  any  county  court  shall  reside  or  be  more  than  ten  miles 
from  the  place  of  holdine:  court,  in  any  county  in  this  Territory, 
the  clerk  of  said  court  shall  have  full  power  to  grant  letters  testa-  ieitere. 
jnentary  and  of  administration  in  the  same  manner  as  the  said 
presiding  justice  may  do  according  to  law. 

Passed,  Jan.  34, 1831.  [Approved,  Jan.  20,  1831. 
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An  ACT  attliorisiag  John  W.  Levinus  to  Imild  a  bridsc  over  the  Ocklocknee  river, 
at  or  aear  Mondays  ferry. 

%  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florula,  That  John  VV.  Leviuus  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  vested  with  the  right  and  power,  of  building  a  bridee, 
and  charged  with  the  duty  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  across 
the  Ocklocknee  river,  at  or  near  the  place  known  as  Munday's 
ferry,  and  shall  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  for  twenty 
years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  so  long  as  the  said 
Levinus,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  keep  the  same  in  good  repair, 
(unavoidable  accidents  excepted)  for  the  safe  crossing  of  such 
vehicles,  inc.  as  travel  the  road,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  the 
prices  of  toll  allowed  by  law,  to  be  received  at  the  other  bridges 
and  ferries  across  said  river:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorise  said  Levinus, 
or  his  assigns,  to  obstruct  any  ford,  or  prevent  any  person  from 
crossing  at  any  place  which  has  heretofore  been  made  use  of  as 
a  ford. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  have  the  right 
to  build  a  bridere  or  establish  a  ferry  within  one  mile  of  said  bridge 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  toll. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Levinus  is  here- 
by authorised  to  receive  toll,  as  soon  as  the  said  bridge  is  in  good 
repair,  agreeable  to  the  intent  of  this  act. 

Passed,  Jan.  29r  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  2,  1831. 
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An  ACT  concerning  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  Florida. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it' enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  there  shall  be  appointed  an 
Auditor  of  public  accounts,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  one  year  from  the  time  of  his  appointment ;  subject,  neverthe- 
less, to  removal  from  office  by  the  Governor  and  legislative  coun- 
cilor during  the  recess  thereof  by  the  Executive;  and  when  airy 
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person  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  resign  or  die,  or  be  removed. 
during  the  recess  of  the  Legislative  Council,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  to  appoint  a  successor  to  act  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  legislative  council. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
auditor  to  examine,  state,  settle  and  audit  all  accounts,  claims  or 
demands  whatsoever  against  the  Territory,  arising  under  any  law 
or  resolution  of  the  legislative  council,  and  to  grant  to  every  pub- 
lic claimant,  authorised  by  law  to  demand  the  same,,  a  warrant  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  due,  making  due  entry  of  his  daily- 
proceedings  in  books  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  carefully 
preserving  in  his  office  all  receipts  and  papers  touching  the  same, 
and  shall  annually  on  the  last  day  of  November  transfer  the  bal- 
ance to  a  new  account  to  be  opened  by  him  on  the  first  day  of 
December  :  he  shall  also  keep  an  account  with  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  hereafter  ap^ 
pointed  auditor  shall  give  bond  with  such  security  as  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
payable  to  the  Governor,  or  his  successor,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts shall  annually,  within  the  first  ten  days  of  every  session 
of  the  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  make  a 
report  containing  as  follows,  that  is  to  say — First,  a  statement  of 
his  settlement  with  the  territorial  treasurer  of  funds  belonging  to 
the  Territory,  and  as  trustee  for  the  school  fund,  with  a  summary, 
reducing  to  general  heads,  the  receipts  and  payments,  and  show* 
ing  the  amount  under  each  head.  Second,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  revenue  received  from,  or  chargeable  to  each  county, 
and  the  expenses  which  have  accrued  in  each  judicial  district  for 
the  current  year.  Third,  an  estimate  of  the  public  expenditures 
and  public  revenue  for  the  current  year  succeeding.  Fourth,  a 
statement  of  his  settlement  with  the  trustees  of  school  lands  in  the 
several  counties.  Fifth,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  fines  re- 
ceived from  each  judicial  district,  and  also  the  amount  due,  and 
to  whom  chargeable.  Sixth,  a  statement  of  all  debts  due  to  and 
from  the  Territory,  shewing  the  names  of  the  debtors  and  credi- 
tors, the  sums  due  from  and  to  them  respectively,  and  the  nature 
of  the  debts.  Seventh,  the  name  of  any  person  who  has  failed 
in  any  duty  enjoined  upon  him  by  this  act,  and  a  specification  of 
such  failure.  Eighth,  any  information  relating  to  the  funds  of 
the  Territory,  which  he  shall  consider  for  the  public  good,  to  be 
communicated  to  the  legislative  council. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers  now  required 
by  law  to  report  to  the  Territorial  Treasurer,  shall  report  to  the 
Auditor,  under  the  same  penalties,  as  are  now  prescribed  by  law* 
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Sec.  0.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  money  paid  into  trie 
freasurv,  ^liall  be  upon  an  order  from  the  auditor  to  the  treasurer 
to  receive,  number  from  one  upwards,  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
and  every  person  making  payment  as  aforesaid,  bhall  take  dupli- 
cate receipts,  one  of  which  he  may  keep  for  his  own  security,  the 
other  he  shall  hand  to  the  Auditor,  which  shall  be  tiled  in  his  of- 
fice numbered  as  aforesaid,  and  be  authority  for  his  placing-  the 
amount  to  such  individual's  credit,  and  charging  the  treasurer  for 
said  amount. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  accounts  which  shall 
be  settled  by  the  Auditor,  must  be  receipted  and  filed  in  his  office, 
numbered  as  aforesaid,  and  he  shall  draw  a  check  on  the  treasurer, 
in  favor  of  the  claimant  for  such  amount  (which  check  shall  ex- 
press by  reference,  to  some  one  general  head  of  expenditure,  the 
cause  for  which  it  is  drawn)  which  the  treasurer  shall  pay  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  :  Provided, 
that  the  auditor  shall  not  check  in  favor  of  any  one  indebted  to 
the  Territory,  or  to  any  officer  who  has  failed  to  make  return  to 
tlie  auditor  as  required  by  law,  or  any  rule  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  or  to  anv  clerk  of  superior  court,  or  marshal,  until  he  has 
first  made  and  subscribed  an  oath  (before  the  auditor,  or  some 
other  one  authorised  to  administer  oaths)  that  he  has  made  a  true 
return,  and  accounted  to  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  all  lines 
and  forfeitures,  or  other  monies  that  may  have  come  to  his  hands 
as  clerk  or  marshal,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  auditor  aud  treasurer, 
)by  and  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  governor,  shall 
make  such  other  rules  for  the  government  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, as  to  them  may  appear  necessary  and  convenient :  Prodded 
such  rules  be  jiot  contrary  to  any  law  of  this  Territory. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  auditor  shall  at  all 
times,  when  required  by  the  governor,  furnish  any  information  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  the  department ;  and  the  office  of  the 
said  auditor  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the 
governor,  or  any  person  he  may  appoint  for  that  purpose. 
.  Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  account  shall  be  evi- 
dence of  debt,  or  be  allowed  as  an  offset,  in  any  suit  where  the 
Territory  is  a  party,  until  it  first  be  audited  and  allowed  at  the 
treasury  department;  and  all  claims  of  the  Territory  against  any 
individual,  when  properly  certified  by  the  auditor,  under  seal  of 
office,  shall  be  received  as  conclusive  evidence  of  such  debt,  in 
any  court  of  this  Territory. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  auditor  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  purchase  such  furniture  and  stationary  for  his  office, 
not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars,  as  he  may  require,  for  the  use  of  his 
office,  and  draw  upon  the  treasurer  for  the  same ;  and  also  to  pro- 
cure a  seal  of  office,  with  the  following  inscription — "  Auditor's 
Office,  Florida,'' 
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7  farther  enacted,  That  the  auditor  shall  not,  h 
any  instance,  bo  received  as  security  upon  any  officer's  bond,  wh( 
is  charged  with  the  assessing;  or  collecting  any  revenue  belonprinj 
to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  or  in  the  collection  of  fines  and  for 
feitures. 

Sec.  13.  B^  it  further  enacted,  That  the  auditor  shall  receiv< 
as  full  compensation  for  his  services  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dol 
lars,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasun 
upon  a  draft  of  the  Governor,  and  receipted  by  said  auditor. 

Sec,  14.  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  auditor  and  treasure 
shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  and  shall  attend  regularrj 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enactinl,  That  all  laws  or  parts  o 
laws  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  this  act  be,  and  the  snm< 
are  herein*,  rep.  »]ed. 

Passed,  Feb.  13,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831 
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An  ACT  toprovHr*  forhoHina:  Snperior  Courts  in  the  county  of  Washington. 

■§  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative*Council  o 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  judge  of  the  superior  court: 
of  the  western  district  of  Florida,  be  required  to  hold  two  term' 
of  said  court,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  the  court-house  o 
Washington  county* 

$  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  court  shall  be  holden  or 
the  first  Mondays  in  June  and  December,  in  each  and  every  year 
until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  the  said  supe- 
rior court  shall  be  held  in  the  county  of  Walton  on  the  last  Mon- 
days of  May  and  November* 

Passed,  Jan.  31,  1831.    ,  [Approved,  Feb*  7, 1831. 


An  ACT  relating  to  Injunctions, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  ofihx 
Actof-1828  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
repealed.  "  an  act  to  regulate  proceedings  in  Chancery, "  which  was  ap- 
proved on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1828,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
twenty-seventh  section  of  the  before  recited  act,  shall  be  applied 
to  and  govern  in  cases  where  there  has  been  neither  verdict  nor 
inquest  of  damages. 

Passed,  Feb.  11,  1831*  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831.- 


*a 


An  ACT  concerning  Patrols 

Sec*  1.  Be  it enactedty 'the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Cap-    _  .   ,  , . .,  • 

,    ,      -J     -       ,    ,.       .  .  .  r  .       lK  *m        •  l         rntrol  (lis*   • 

tains  ol  the  several  district  companies  within  tins  J  erntory,  to  ,nr,s  t  .0  ; 
cause  their  respective  districts  to  be  divided  into  convenient  Pat-  cstaDiisbexi  | 
trol  districts,  which  divisions  shall  not  be  altered,  unless  by  the 
consent  of  a  majority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  company,  and  in 
case  the  Captain  of  any  district  company,  shall  neglect  to  perform 
r.he  duty  herein  before  required  of  him,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
die  sum  often  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  magistrate  in 
said  Captains  district. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ~  p  *  \ 
commanding  otneers  oi  each  district  company,  to  cause  to  be  captain?. 
made  out  a  roll  for  each  Patrol  district,  which  shall  include  the 
names  of  all  the  free  white  male  inhabitants,  above  the  acre  of 
eighteen  years,  residing  within  the  said  Patrol  district;  Provided, 
that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  compel  any 
male  inhabitant  of  any  district  to  perform  patrol  duty,  either  in 
person  or  by  substitute,  who  may  have  attained  the  age  of  forty- 
nve. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the    DutyoftHe 
commanding  officers  of  each  and    every   Captains   company;   at    command* 
every  regular  petty  muster,  to  prick  off  from  the  roll  of  each  pat--  eri'    ° 
rol  district,  at  his  discretion,  any  number  of  persons,    who  shall 
perform  the  duty  hereinafter  prescribed, .  until   the  next  regular 
petty  muster;  and  to  every  patrol,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
company,  shall  appoint  some  prudent  and  discreet  person  as  com- 
mander, and  in  case  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  shall 
fail  to  prick  off  such  patrol,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum   of 
ten  dollars,  for  every  such  neglect,    to  be  recovered  before   any 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  ''   * 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  furUier  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commander  of  every  patrol,  at  least  as  often  as  once  a  fortnight*  Power*  &c 
to  call  out  the  patrol  under  his  command,and  to  take  up  all  slaves  ofcomman* 
who  may  be  found  without  the  limits  of  their  owners  plantation,  der? 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  or  at  a  suspicious  distance  there- 
from, and  to  correct  all  such  slaves  by  a  moderate  whipping  with 
a  switch,  or  co wskin,  commonly  called  cowhide,  not  exceeding 
twenty  nine  lashes,  unless  the  said  slave  shall  have  a  ticket  or 
letter,  to  shew  the  reasonableness  of  his  or  her  absence,  or  shall 
have  some  white  person  in  company,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
business  of  such  slave  or  slaves — And  if  any  white  man  shall 
beat  or  abuse  any  slave,  quietlyand  peaceably  being*  in  luVor 
her  masters  plantation,  or  found  any  where  without  the  same, 
with  a  lawful  ticket,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  by  the  owner,  and  to  his  use  bv  action  of  debt,  besides- 
being  liable  to  the  owner  in  an  action  of  trespass  for   damages.- 


Ill 
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Sec.  5.  *Br  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  patrols  in  thei? 
respective  divisions,  are  hereby  authorised  and   required,   to  en* 

Iftitrols  to  ter  into  any  disorderly  house,  or  into  any  other  house,  vessel  or 
keep  order,  boat,  suspected  of  harboring,  trafficking  or  dealing"  with  negroes, 
whether  the  same  be  occupied  by  white  persons,  free  negroc?, 
mulattoes,  mustizoes,  or  slaves,  and  to  apprehend  and  correct  all 
slaves  found  there,  by  whipping,  as  herein  before  directed,  and 
the  said  patrols  are  moreover  authorized  and  required,  to  give 
information  of  such  white  person  as  may  be  found  in  such  house, 
vessel  or  boat,  and  to  detain  in  their  possession,  such  produce  or 
articles  for  trafficking,  as  may  be  found  in  such  house,  vessel  or 
boat,  if  such  detention  be  authorized  by  any  three  freeholders, 
or  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  until  the  same  shall  be  recovered 
according  to  law:  And  the  said  patrols  are  moreover  authorised 
and  required,  to  disperse  all  assemblies  of  slaves,  where  three  in 
number  or  more,  may  have  assembled  together,  under  any  pre- 
text whatever,  except  for  ordinary  labor,  without  at  least  two 
respectable  white  persons  beinsr  with  them,  who  will  give  satis- 
factory assurances  of  their  orderly  conduct,  and  should  it  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned,  the  said  patrols  may 
correct  said  slaves  so  assembled,  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thir- 
ty-nine lashes. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  commander  of  every 
fiue.&c.  patrol,  shall  have  power  to  keep  the  men  under  his  command, 
in  good  order  and  demeanor,  during  their  term  of  service,  and 
in  case  any  patrol  man  shall  misbehave  himself,  or  neglect  or 
disobey  the  orders  of  his  commander,  he  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  not  more  than  two  dollars,  to  be  imposed  by  the  company 
court  martial,  to  which  such  offender  shall  belong,  or  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  to  be  paid  to  the  county,  for  the  use  of  the 
county. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  captain  of  a  pat- 
rol shall  act  disorderly  while  on  duty,  so  as  to  defeat  the  orderly 
performance  or  execution  of  the  patrol  laws,  agreeable  to  die 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  return- 
ed by  any  of  the  members  of  his  patrol,  or  other  persons  com- 
petent to  erive  evidence  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  dis- 
trict or  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  district,  who  shall  order 
a  court  martial  for  such  trial,  and  upon  sufficient  evidence  being 
given  of  the  charge,  such  captain  of  the  patrol,  shall  be  fined 
in  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  afore- 
said, to  the  use  of  the  county. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  air 

Substitute     person  or  persons,  hereby  declared  liable  to  perform  patrol  dun 

Wowed,       to  send  any  able  bodied  white  man,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 

and  sixty,  to  perform  patrol  duty  for   him  or    them,    and   if  any 

patrol  man.  shall  neclcct  or  refuse  to  perform  thn  duty    reqn 

of  him  by  this  act,  or  procure  a  substitute  to  perform  the  same* 
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without  a  legal  excuse,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  two  dol- 
lars for  each  and  every  default;  recovered  as  ^foresaid,  before  a 
court  martial  of  the  company  of  which  the  oriender  may  be  a 
member,  or  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  the  use  of  the  coun- 
ty, for  county  purposes  :  And  in  all  cases  where  a  substitute  is 
provided,  the  person  employing  him.  shall  be  liable  for  his  default. 
Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  captain  of  patrol, 
shall  make  a  return  upon  oath,  of  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  as  commander  of  such  patrol,  to  the  captain  or  of- 
ficer commanding  the  district  company,  at  the  regular  time  re- 
quired by  this  act,  under  the  penalty  of  a  line  of  ten  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,  who  may  be  engaged  in  dispersing  any  un- 
lawful assembly  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  mulattoes  or  mustizoes, 
to  enter  into  all  such  places,  as  the  said  persons  may  be  assem- 
bled at,  and  if  resisted,  they  may  break  open  doors,  gates  or 
windows. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  caotain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company,  to  read 
tins  act  to  his  company,  at  least  once  in  twelve  months. 

Sec.  1"2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed, shall  be  so  construed,  as  to  deprive  the  corporate  authorities 
of  any  incorporated  town,  of  any  power  heretofore  vested  in 
them,  to  regulate  and  order  out  patrols  within  the  limits  of  such 
corporation. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons, shall  commence.an  action  against  any  patrol  or  other  per- 
sons, for  any  trespass  by  him  committed,  in  carrying  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  into  execution,  and  at  the  trial  thereof,  shall 
fail  to  recover  any  damages,  he,  she  or  they,  shall  be  liable  and 
adjudged  to  pay  to  the  party  so  sued,  treble  costs. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  counties'  where  the 
militia  has  not  been  organized  into  captains  companies,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  in  said  district,  or  if  there 
be  no  justice  of  the  peace,  then  the  justice  of  the  next  adjoining 
district,  to  make  the  same  provision  for  the  appointment  of  pat- 
rols, under  the  same  penalty  as  is  prescribed  in  this  act  against 
captains  of  districts. 

Sec.   15.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  all   laws  that   are 
now  in  force  in  this  Territory,  on  the  subject  of  patrols,  be,  and 
♦Jie  same  are  hereby  repealed, 
Fasted,  Feb.  7,  1831>  [Approved,  Feb.  10,  183U 
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*u  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  Fo~^u. 

WHEREAS,  it  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  this  Legislative. 
Council  that  Nathaniel  Foster  of  the  county  of  Escambia,  has 
for  many  years  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  his  wife  Ellen 
Foster,  with  extreme  cruelty,  and  has  wholly  failed  to  provide 
any  means  of  support,  for  his  said  wife  Ellen  and  her  children, 
but  has  on  the  contrary,  squandered  and  wasted  the  little  prop- 
erty acquired  by  the  hard  labor  of  his  said  wife  Ellen  ;  and  where- 
as the  said  Ellen  Foster  has  petitioned  this  Council  to  be  divorc- 
ed from  her  aforesaid  husband — Therefore,  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Ellen  Foster, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the.  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  marriage  contract  of  the  said 
Nathaniel  Foster  and  Ellen  Foster,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
dissolved  and  annulled,  and  the  said  parties  are  hereby  absolutely 
^ivorced  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  as  fully,  absolutely  and 
entirely,  as  if  they,  the  said  Nathaniel  Foster  and  Ellen  Foster, 
Jiad  never  been  married. 

Passed  Jan.  31,1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  7,  183.1* 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  7, 1831,  and  parsed  by  a  requisite  majority, 
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An  ACT  to  authorise  Stephen  J.  Roche,  to  establish  and  keep  a  ferry  acro&s 
Holmes  Creek,  in  Washing  urn  county. 

Sec.  1 .  B'  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  Stephen  J.  Roche  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  vested  with  the  right  and  power  of  establishing  a 
ferry,  across  Holmes' creek,at  or  near  Merlett's  Bluff,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington,  with  the  right  to  continue  said  ferry,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful,  for 
any  other  person,  or  persons,  to  establish  or  keep  a  ferry,  within 
five  miles  of  the  ferry,  by  this  act  provided  for,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  for  his,  her,  or  their  own  exclusive  use,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  tolls. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  Roche,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  at  all  times  to  keep  in  good 
repair,  a  flat  boat  of  sufficient  size  to  carry  across  said  creek,  a 
waggon  and  team,  and  that  he,  or  they,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive toll  at  said  ferry,  at  sudi  rate,  as  shall  be  established  and 
prescribed  by  the  county  court  of  Washington  county,  or  the  le- 
gislative council. 

Passed  Feb*  i,  183L  [Approved— Feb.  9,  1831. 
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Am  ACT  relating  to  Oie  distribution  of  the  Laws  of  this  TcritorY. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  i  ouncil 
ef  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Statutes  of  this  Territo- 
ry, shall  be  hereafter  distributed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  the  manner  following:,  to-wit:  To  the  President,  and 
heads  of  departments,  and  attorney  general  of  the  United  States, 
each  one  copy, — to  the  library  of  congress,  two  copies, — to  the  Persons  «»ir. 
delegate  in  congress,  one  copy, — to  the  executive  of  everv  state  utl.  °:e" 
and  territory,  each  one  copy, — to  the  governor  and  secretary  ot  ot'theiuws. 
this  territory,  each  one  copv, — find  also  one  copy  for  each  of 
their  officers, — to  the  several  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of 
this  territory,  each  one  copy,  and  also  one  copy  to  be  left  at  each 
place  where  their  courts  are  holden,  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of 
said  court  for  the  use  thereof, — to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, for  the  use  of  said  court,  five  copies, — to  the  mayor  of 
each  incorporated  city  or  town,  each  one  copy, — to  each  incor- 
porated college  or  academy,  one  copy, — to  each  men;ber  of  the 
preceeding  legislative  council,  and  the  chief  clerk  thereof,  one 
C0pv> — r°  the  treasurer,  auditor,  judges  of  county  or  other  spe- 
cial courts,  marshals,  sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace,  district  at- 
torneys, clerks  of  superior  courts,  and  clerks  of  county  or  other 
special  courts,  brigadier  generals,  and  adjutant  generals  of  irili- 
tia,  commanders  of  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  Statesf 
at  each  port  or  station  in  this  territory,  and  such  other  public  of- 
ficers of  the  United  States  or  Territory,  as  the  Governor  may 
deem  necessary,  each  one1  copy;  to  be  preserved  by  them  ior 
the  use  of  their  ounces  and  delivered  on  resignation,  removal 
or  discontinuance,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  or  county  court, 
for  their  successors  in  office,  and  which  duty  shall  be  performed 
by  their  representatives  in  case  of  death. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  distribution  afore- 
said, and  retention  of  fifty  copies  in  the  executive  office,  for  the  50eopiest» 
use  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  territory  at  their  future  ses-  by  theruv 
sions,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  governor  to  direct  the 
said  publications  to  be  held  for  sale  at  cost,  under  his  directions, 
by  the  clerks  of  counties,  or  such  other  persons  as  he  may  ap- 
point, so  that  the  same  may  be  distributed  among  the  people  gen- 
erally,and  the  proceeds  shall  be  paid  by  the  persons  making  sale 
thereof,  into  the  territorial  treasury,  and  report  thereof  make  to 
the  governor  when  required. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  it  shall  be  the  duty    CVrta  to 
of  the  clerks  of  the  counties,  (if  the  governor  shall  deem  it  prop-    illAr-1  u'e 
er  to  appoint  them)  to  distribute  said  publications,  and  to  receive    thelaws* 
the  same   into  their  offices,   and  to  give  receipts   therefor,  to  be 
filed  in  the  secretary's  office,  and   to  deliver    the  same    to    the 
officers  entitled  to  receive  the  same  when  called  for,  without  fee, 
Qfrd  to  take  receipts  therefor,  and  each  and  every  officer,  so  rey 
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eeiving  such  publication,  shall  be  responsible  for  the  same,  and 
in  case  the  same  is  not  delivered  up  for  the  use  of  his  successor 
in  office,  as  before  directed,  he  or  his  representative,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  territory  double  the  cost  of 
said  publication,  to  be  sued  for  by  the  clerk  of  the  county. 


Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831. 


[Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831* 


Former  act 
of  divorce 
repealed. 


An  ACT  to  repeal  the  act  to  divorce  Mary  Carter,  from  the  bed  and  board  of  her 
husband,  William  Carter. 

§  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That*4an  act  to  divorce  Mary  Car- 
ter, from  the  bed  and  board  of  her  husband  William  Carter," 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  annulled. 


Passed,  Feb.  12,  1831, 


[Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831, 
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An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  building  a  Jail  at  Key  West. 

Whereas,  the  grand  jury  for  the  body  of  the  county  of  Mun* 
roe,  at  the  last  term  of  the  superior  court  held  at  Key  West,  did 
present,  upon  their  oaths,  the  great  want  and  necessity  of  a  jail 
in  said  county ;  and  it  having  appeared  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
house  that  criminals  cannot  be  safely  kept  in  custody,  and  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  very  great  expense  to  the  territory  for 
guarding  and  feeding  prisoners  in  said  county  :   Now,  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  a  sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  two 
thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated,  (and  it  shall  be  retained  by 
the  persons  hereinafter  named  as  commissioners)  for  the  building 
of  a  jail  and  cistern,  at  Key  West,  in  said  county,  from  the  ter- 
ritorial tax  on  auction  sales  in  the  town  and  county  aforesaid, 
sufficient  to  build  said  jail,  which  shall  be  of  sufficient  dimen- 
sions and  strength,  and  a  cistern  sufficiently  large  for  the  use  of 
the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Lackland  M.  Stone 
and  William  A.  Whitehead  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
commissioners  to  superintend  and  carry  on  the  building  of  said 
jail  and  cistern   at  Key  West,  in  the  county  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  commissioners  to  purchase  a  lot  of  sufficient  size,  upon 
which  to  build  the  said  jail  and  cistern,  at  such  place  in  said  town 
as  they  may  think  best  suited  for  such  purpose,  the  price  of  which 
shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  good  and  sufficient 
title  shall  be  taken  by  the  commissioners  in  the  name  of  the  terr 
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ritorv  of  Florida,  whose  property  the  same  shall  be  and  remain 
forever. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  [enacted,"]  That  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  keep  regular  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  rjutvofi 
of  money  which  they  -hall  from  time  to  time  receive  and  pay  out 
for  account  of  the  building  of  said  jail  and  ristern,  and  it  shall 
be  their  duty,  to  make  regular  returns  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
territory  of  all  monies  by  them  received,  and  expended  for  such 
purpose;  and  that  they  shall  also  be  required  to  make  a  report 
to  the  legislative  council  at  their  next  session,  of  the  progress 
made  in  thebuildincr  of  said  jail    and  cistern. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  commissioners 
shall  (rive  bond  to  the  territory,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them, 
and  for  the  completion  of  the  said  jail  and  cistern  within  the 
term  of  two  years  after  the  passaere  of  this  act,  the  same  to  be 
taken  and  approved  by  the  presiding  justice  of  said  county. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  auctioneer  in  said 
county  shall  refuse  or  nesrlect,  when  called  upon  and  required 
by  the  commissioners,  to  pay  over  to  them  any  money  which  said 
auctioneer  shall  have  collected  and  received  as  the  territorial  tax 
on  auction  sales,  such  auctioneer  or  his  securities  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose 
of  building  said  jail  and  cistern;  and  the  attorney  of  the  terri- 
tory shall  forthwith  institute  suit  against  any  such  auctioneer  and 
his  securities,  and  prosecute  the  same  to  judgment,  in  any  court 
in  the  territory  haviner  cognizance  of  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  law  shall  take 
effect  from  its  passage  and  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  jail 
and  cistern  aforesaid  shall  be  completed. 

Passed,  Feb.  5,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  10,  1831. 
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An  ACT  concerning  Practitioners  of  Medicine  in  this  Territory. 

Sec.   1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That 
sirous  of  practising  medicine  and  surgery, 

Florida,  shall  be  enabled  to  do  so,  by  pursuing  one  of  the  follow- 
in  n.  methods — First,  he  [shall]  file  in  the  office  of  the  county 
court  of  the  county  in  which  he  may  intend  to  reside,^  diploma 
from  some  medical  college — Secondly,  or  he  shall  file  in  the  office 
aforesaid,  a  certificate,  sicrned  by  at  least  two  practising  physi- 
cians, residing  in  this  Territory,  who  shall  be  regular  graduates 
of  some  medical  college — Thirdly,  or  he  shall  file  in%ie  office 
aforesaid,  signed  by  some  professor  of  a  medical  college,  that 
they  have  attended  one   course  of  lectures  in   some  one  of  the 
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fnedical  colleges  aforesaid,  and  also  a  certificate  from  one  of  the 
physicians  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  individual  failing  to 

comply  with  the  before  recited  provisions,  and  attempting  to  prac- 
tice medicine  or  surgery,  shall  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  a 
sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  or  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  jury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  of  the  lepris* 
lative  council,  entitled  "an  act  to  establish  and  incorporate  a 
Medical  Board  in  and  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 


Passed.  Feu.  5,  1831 


[Approved,  Feb.  10, 1831 
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Marriage 
dissolved. 


An  ACT  (or  the  feii°f  of  Susan  Martino. 

WhEREA?,  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Council,  that 
Peter  Martino,  has  violated  his  conjugal  fidelity  to  his  wife  Su- 
san Martino,  formerly  Susan  Roan,  and  has  wholly  abandoned 
his  said  wife — Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and.  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida.  That  the  said  Susan  Martino,  be  hence- 
forth divorced  from  the  bands  of  matrimony,  from  her  said  bus* 
band,  and  the  marriage  contract  of  the  said  Susan  and  Peter,  bc$ 
and  the  same  is  hereby  absolutely  annulled  and  dissolved,  as  fully 
as  if  they,  the  said  parties,  had  never  been  married. 

Passed  Jan.  31,  1831. 


[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb. 


7,  1831* 


Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  7,  1831,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority 


Former  act 
repealed. 


An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  relatin*  to  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  committed  by 
slaves,  free  negroes  and  inulattoes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  t'nr 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  so  much  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  authorises  justices  of  the 
peace  to  errant  licenses  to  free  neerroes  and  mulattoes  to  carry  fire 
arms,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 


Passed,  Jan.  SI,  1S31, 


[Approved.  Feb.  7,  1831 
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;vn  ACT  crmcernin*  the  boundary  Line  of  the  county  of  t>ba. 

§  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
m  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  boundary  line  between  Leon  and  Jefferson  counties,'' 
approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine-,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted*  That  the  county  of  Leon  shall 
;omprise  that  part  of  the  Territory  comprehended  within  the  fol- 
lowing boundary  lines,  viz.  On  the  west,  beginning  at  a  point 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  the  line  between  range  two  and 
three,  south  and  east,  strikes  the  same ;  thence  north  with  said 
rnnge  line  to  the  south  west  corner  of  township  one,  range  three, 
south  and  east;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  where  the  Mickasukie 
sinks;  thence  up  said  lake  to  the  south  boundary  of  township 
number  three,  range  number  Three,  north  and  east;  thence  up 
the  lake  to  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  section  number  thirty- 
four,  in  said  township,  number  three ;  thence  north  with  die  east- 
ern boundary  lines  of  sections  number  thirty-four,  twenty-seven, 
twenty-two,  and  fifteen,  in  said  township,  to  the  Georgia  line; 
thence  aionsr  the  Georgia  line  to  the  present  line  between  the 
counties  of  Leon  and  Gadsden;  thence  with  the  eastern  boun- 
dary line  of  Gadsden  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence  along  the 
Gulf  to  the  beginning1* 

Passed,  Feb.  12,  1831.  [ArrROVED,  Feb.  13,  183L 
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An  ACT  relating  to  judgments  and  executions 

)8e  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  judgments  obtained  m  the  several 
courts  of  this  Territory,  shall  bear  interest,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
per  centum  per  annum — And  the  clerks  of  the  said  courts,  shall 
endorse  upon  all  executions  issued  by  them,  the  time  when  such 
judgments  were  rendered-— Provided,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed,  to  alter  the  rate  of  interest  heretofore 
fixed  by  law  to  banking  institutions. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  eight 
section  of  an  act  entitled  "an  act  regulating  executions,"  and  ap- 
proved 21st  Noa,  1828,  as  gives  a  lien  on  personal  property  from 
the  rendition  of  the  judgment,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed—  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  operate  a 
removal  of  liens,  which  have  been  obtained  under  existing  lnws. 

Passed,  Feb.  12,  1831.  [Appro?ED,  Feb.  13,  1831< 
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An  ACT  regulating  Pilots  and  Pilotage  at  ApnalachlcoTa 

Sec.  1.  ~Bc  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coinia? 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That.D.  L.  White,  Noadiah  Marsh, 
E.  J.  Wood,  Hezckiah  Hawley, Elizur  Lathrop,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  commissioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Ap- 
palachicola,  with  power  to  regulate  rates  and  appoint  pilots  for 
said  port,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  matters  relating  thereto, 
which  may  be  necessary  and  proper.  Three  of  said  commission- 
ers shall  be  competent  to  nominate,  appoint  and  license  such  per- 
sons, as  they  may  think  most  fit  to  act  as  pilots  for  the  conducting 
of  vessels,  inward  and  outward/from  said  port,  during  their  good 
behavior.  All  vacancies  in  said  board,  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ment, made  by  the  remaining  members  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  act  as  a 
pilot,  or  be  entitled  to  ask  or  receive  any  fee,  gratuity,  or  reward 
for  conducting  vessels  inward  to,  or  outward  from  said  port,  un- 
less such  person  be  properly  liscensed,  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act;  and  any  person  offending  against  this  section, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars 
to  be  assessed  by  the  said  board,  who  are  hereby  authorised  to  as- 
sess such  fine,  and  empowered  to  coerce  the  payment  thereof,  by 
such  means  as  are  necessary,  either  by  warrant  or  execution. 

Sec*  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  person  or  persons,  ap- 
plying for  such  license,  shall  not  receive  the  same,  until  he  or  they, 
shall  have  given  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  security,  or  se- 
curities in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  this  Territory,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  required  of  him,  or  them;  which  said  bond  shall  be 
taken  by  said  commissioners,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the 
town  of  Appalachicola — And  shall  also  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, well  and  truly  to  execute  and  discharge  all  the  duties  re- 
quired of  him,  or  them,  (as  the  case  may  be.) 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  vessel,  or  the  car- 
go thereof,  be  injured  or  damaged,  or  lost  through  the  neglect, 
default  or  insufficiency  of  any  pilot  appointed  by  said  commis- 
sioners, after  such  pilot  takes  possession  of  said  vessel,  the  party 
injured  may  apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  Oyer  and 
Terminer  of  said  town,  and  obtain  a  certified  copy  of  the  bond 
filed  by  such  pilot,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  institute  suit  thereon, 
and  recover  of  such  pilot  and  his  securities,  any  amount,  not 
exceeding  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  which  the  jury  trying  tJ i* 
case  may  assess. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the   said  commissioners 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  remove    any   pilot    they    may 
think  necessary,  who  shall  become  incapable    oi    acting,    or    b< 
negligent,  or  misbehave  in  ins  dut)  ;  and  such  pilot  so  removed; 
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-&all  not  have  authority  to  act  as  pilot  under  the  pains  and  pen« 
ilties  prescribed  and  imposed  in  thesecond  section  of  this  a<  .  ■ 

Scc.b.  Be  it  further  enacted \  That  all  bye-laws  made  and  or- 
iained  by  said  commissioners,  regulating"  the  rates  and  manner 
of  collecting  pilots  tees,  and  the  manner  of  compellinc:  masters 
of  vessels  to  receive  pilots  on  board  when  applied  to,  be  and  the 
^ame  are  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same  were  the  act  of 
the  council :  Provided,  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to,  or  incon- 
sistent with,  the  laws  of  the  United   States  and  of  this  territory. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  and  parts  of 
raws,  heretofore  passed,  repuernant  to,  or  in  anywise  contraven- 
ing the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed, and  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
the  right  of  the  legislature  of  this  territory  to  repeal,  alter  or 
modify  the  same. 

Passed,  Feb.  7,   1831. 

[Rejected,  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  10,  1831, 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council  Feb.  13, 1831,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 


An  ACT  to  extend  the  Laws  over  the  Indians  within  the  Territory  of  Florida* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
i>f  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  the  laws  now  in  force,  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  enacted,  of  a  general  and  not  local  na- 
ture for  the  government  of  the  people  of  Florida,  shall  be  taken, 
held,  and  construed,  to  extend,  operate,  and  govern,  as  well  with- 
in all  settlements  of  Indians,  residing  within  the  limits  of  this  ter- 
ritory, as  without  such  settlements. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  judges  of  the  supe- 
rior courts  of  this  territory,  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  matters 
of  controversy,  either  in  law,  or  in  equity,  which  may  arise  with- 
in any  of  said  indian  settlements,  whether  the  said  indians  be 
parties  thereto,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  and  any  citizen  or 
citizens,  inhabitant,  or  inhabitants,  of  this  territory,  in  like  man- 
ner and  under  the  same  rules,  and  regulations  of  practice,  as  are 
prescribed  in  law,  for  said  courts,  and  the  rules  of  evidence  shall 
be  the  same  in  cases,  which  may  arise  under  this  act,  as  are  at 
present  prescribed  in  law. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  venue  and  trial  in  all 
cases  which  may  arise  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be    Venu^ 
at  the  same  place,  or  places  (as  in  other  cases  in  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  respective  counties,)  in  which  the  said  indian  set- 
tlements may  be,  as  parties  are  accustomed,  or  required  by  law,  ^ 
to  transact  similar  business. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  arising  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  where  the  matter  in  controversy,  shall    Ju"s£lictoa 
not  exceed,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  justice's  of  the   ° J'  ^^ 
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]j>aace  residing  in  any  county,  in  which  any  such  Indian  settle-- 
ment  may  be  located,  shall  have  like  jurisdiction  as  is  or  may' be 
given  to  them  under  the  laws  of  this  territory  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted >  That  all  marshals,  sheriffs,  con- 
stables, and  other  executive  officers,  of  all  and  every  court  of  this 
territory,  having  process  properly  emenating  from  any  of  their 
respective  courts,  requiring  to  be  executed  within  any  of  said  in- 
dian  settlements,  shall  have  power,  and  are  hereby  authorised  and 
required,  to  enter  any  of  said  settlements,  for  such  lawful  purpose 
or  purposes* 

Sec.  6.  Be  it 'further  enacted,  That  all  laws  of  a  penal  nature, 
in  force  in  this  territory,  are  hereby  expressly  declared  to  be  in 
force  in  each  and  every  of  the  indian  settlements,  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act  referred  to. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted-,  That  all  laws  and  parts  of 
laws,  heretofore  passed  by  the  legislative  council  of  this  territo- 
ry, repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  aro 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  not  become 
a  law,  or  in  anywise  operate,  until  specially  approved  bv  concress. 

JPassed,  Feb.  9,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.'  11,  1831, 


Marriage 
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Aa  ACT  fbr  the  relief  of  Judith  Cain,  formerly  Judith  Crosby, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  Hie  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  marriage  contract,  be* 
tween  Dempsy  Cain  and  Judith  Cain,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by dissolved  and  annulled,  and  the  said  Dempsy  Cain  and  Ju- 
dith Cain,  formerly  Judith  Crosby,  are  hereby  absolutely  divorc- 
ed  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  as  fully,  absolutely  and  entire- 
ly, as  if  they,  the  said  Dempsy  Cain  and  Judith  Cain,  formerly 
Judith  Crosby,  had  never  been  married. 

Passed  Feb.  12,  1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  13,  1831o 
Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  I  >,  Idol,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 
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An  ACT  to  declare  Spring  Creek,  commony  known  as  Robinson's   Spring  creel*, 
in  Jackson  county,  a  n  viable  stream. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida*  That  Spriner  creek,  commonly  known  as 
Robinson's  spring  creek,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  is  hereby  de- 
clared, and  hereafter  to  be  recognised  in  law,  as  anavigable  stream 
up  to  its  source. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Robinson,  James 
W.  Juxum,  and  Richard  H.  Long,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
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pointed  commissioner?,  who,  or  a  majority  of  tbem,  <h-x\]  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  direct,  and  superintend,  the  opening 
and  removal  of  any  obstruction  iu  said  creek,  and  they  are  here- 
by declared  to  have  full  power  and  authority,  to  do  and  perform 
ail  acts  and  doings,  that  shall  become  necessary  to  effect:  he  same. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
erect  any  bride:?,  or  other  impediment  across  said  creek,  or  to 
make  any  obstruction  therein,  by  which  the  tree  navigation  there- 
of may  be  obstructed,  and  all  such  bridges,  impediments,  or  ob- 
structions, are  hereby  declared  common  nuisances,  and  may  be 
proceeded  against,  and  removed  as  ^uch;  and  if  any  person,  or 
persons,  shall  raise,  create,  or  build,  any  such  bridge,  impediment 
or  obstructions,  he,  or  ihey,  shall  be  liable  to  double  the  damages 
sustained  by  any  person,  or  persons,  by  reason  thereof,  and  shall 
also  be  liable  to  indictment,  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  tine,  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars;  Provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  not  prevent  the 
erection  of  any  bridsre  or  other  works,  which  shall  not  obstruct 
the  free  navigation  of  said  creek,  for  boats  laden  with  cotton,  or 
other  produce. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in 
force,  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Passed,  Feb.  12,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  to  incorporate  the  r't  *  of  Tallahassee. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Intendant,  and  city  Council 
of  the  City  of  Tallahassee,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to 
drain  swamps  by  canal  or  otherwise,  and  remove  such  obstruc- 
tions, as  may  be  considered  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  said  city, 
within  the  same,  and  without,  to  the  extent  of  one  mile,  in  any 
direction ;  Provided  that  if  it  should  be  necessary,  to  pass  thro' 
any  individuals  enclosures,  without  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  for 
the  above  recited  purpose,  that  the  party  who  considers  himself 
aggrieved,  shall  have  the  right,  to  have  such  damage  assessed  by 
a  jury  of  twelve  freeholders,  of  the  county  of  Leon,  residing 
without  the  city  of  Tallahassee;  and  such  damage  as  they  award 
shall  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  together  with  such 
other  expenses,  as  may  accrue  in  summoning  said  jury. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  jury  shall  be  sum- 
moned by  a  constable  of  the  district,  on  a  warrant  of  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  directed  to  him  for  that  purpose,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  in  justices'  courts,  and  the 
jury  shall  make  their  return  sealed  up,  to  said  justice,  upon  whoso 
verdict,  the  justice  shall  issue  execution  as  in  cases  of  debu 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  present  charter  of  in- 
corporation, for  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  shall  be  continued  in 
force,  for,  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  the  passage 
hereof,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed,  Feb.  13,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831, 
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An  ACT  to  dissolve  the  marriage  contract  between  Mahala  T.  Waugh  and  Will- 
iam Waugh. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Le- 
gislative Council,  that  William  Waugh,  late  of  the  town  of  Mag- 
nolia, has  for  some  time  past,  withdrawn  his  protection  and  sup- 
port, and  entirely  abandoned  his  lawful  wife,  Mahala  T.  Waugh, 
who  before  her  marriage  to  the  said  Waugh,  was  named  Mahala 
T.  Cotton,  and  that  during  the  short  stay,  which  he  made  with 
her,  did  very  much  abuse  and  ill  treat  her,  the  said  Mahala  his 
wife,  and  the  said  Mahala  T.  Waugh,  having  been  a  resident 
within  this  Territory  for  the  last  three  years,  (at  least,)  and  hav- 
ing petitioned  this  Legislative  Council  to  be  divorced  from  her 
husband  William  Waugh — Therefore,  for  the  relief  of  her,  the 
said  Mahalah  T.  Waugh,  formerly  Mahala  T.  Cotton, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  marriage  contract  entered  into, 
between  William  Waugh,  and  Mahala  T.  Waugh,  formerly  Ma- 
hala T.  Cotton,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  dissolved,  and  annull- 
ed, and  the  said  William  Waugh,  and  Mahala  T.  Waugh,  for- 
merly Mahala  T.  Cotton,  are  hereby  absolutely  divorced  from 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  as  fully,  absolutely  and  entirely,  as  if 
they,  the  said  William  Waugh,  and  Mahala  T.  Waugh,  formerly 
Mahala  T.  Cotton,  had  never  been  married. 

Passed  Jan.  28,  1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  2,  1831* 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  5th  Feb.  1831,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 
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An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Magnolia." 

§  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  fifth  section  and  seventh  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  town  of  Magnolia,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and 
the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mag- 
nolia, approved  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  1828,  be  revived—- 
and  said  sixteenth  section  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Passed,  Feb.  9, 1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  11,  183K 
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Aq  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Jackson  Spring-,  in  Hamilton  cotlnty-.  * 

»       •      ...  ■  •■ '  * 

Sec-  1.  Bt  #  enacted  by  the  Goverwr  and  Legislative  Coimoft 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  John  Lee,  Jas.  T.  Hooker, 
W.  B.  Hooker,  Jos.  Bryant,  and  Jas.  D.  Prevatt  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the  name 
of  the  -'Commissioners  of  Jackson  Sprint, "  andby  said  name  nad 
style,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  and  do  and 
perform  all  acts  and  things  necessary  for  a  corporation  to  do,  for 
the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  die  said  commissioners 
shall  at  their  first  regular  meeting  appoint  one  of  their  number 
chairman  of  their  board,  who  shall  preside  at  all  their  meetings, 
unless  he  be  absent,  in  which  case-the  commissioners  present  shall 
nominate  a  chairman  for  the  time  being  :  Provided,  that  three 
of  said  commissioners  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  •        •*  *  A* 

Sec.  3.  Re  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners 
shall  have  power  to  pass  all  such  bye-laws,  and  ordinances,a$jma"y 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  good  order,  and 
the  suppression  of  indecent  and  immoral  conduct  within  the  limits 
of  the  corporation  hereby  created  ;  and  to  impose  upon,  and  col- 
lect, of  all  offenders,  against  said  bye-laws,  such  fines  as  they  \n 
their  discretion  may  see  fit  to  prescribe:  Provided,  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  and  that  said  b}*e-laws  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws 
of  this  territory.  •?     *    /    :. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  collected  bysafd 
corporation  shall  be  applied  to  such  charitable  purposes  ras  sa#L 
commissioners  shall  determine:  Provided,  however*  tlfit,  §aicl 
board  shall  have  the  power,  if  they  see  proper,  to  appoint  g&oarr 
shal,  who  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  his  services,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  arising  from  fines,  as  said  board  may  direct. 
,Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  said  corporation 
shall  extend  one  mile,  in  each  and  every  direction,  from  the  Spring, 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  known  as  the  Jackson  Spring. 

Passed,  Feb.  4,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  9,  183L 

— ♦ — 

An  ACT  to  dissolve  the  marriage  contract  between  Emeline  Brenizer  and  Amos' 

E.  Brenizer. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  this  legislative 
council  that  Amos  E.  Brenizer,  formerly  a  resident  ofTJackson 
county  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  has  withdrawnjns  support  and 
protection^  and  has  entirely  deserted  his  la\ttH'  wife^Emeline 
Brenizer,  who  before  her  marriage^ith  the  said  Amos  E.  Wre- 
nizer,  was  named  Emeline  Richmond,  and  that  he  has  been  un- 


Comm*sfc 
appointed 


To  appoi 

chairman* 


Powers 

commrsr 


r^Appropria 
•tionofnnetf 


Corporate  | 
limits. 


d 


Prearabkv 


Ma'.Tia.Te 
lissoived. 


Statute?  to 
1  beoublishd 


}  Gov.  antii* 

!  orised  to 

i  draw  for  &, 

1  p?iy  out  the 

•  appropria- 

!  tioa» 


Mode  of 

disUbution 


kind  to  Viiss  said  wife,  and  unfaithful  in  his  vows  of  fidelity,  hav* 
ing  left  her  in  sickness  with  a  determination  never  to  return  :  And, 
whereas,  the  said  ErnelineBrenizer  has  petitioned  to  he  divorcee! 
from  linr  aforesaid  husband  :  Therefore,  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Emeline  Brenizer, 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  :  torida,  Thnt  the  marriage  contract  of 
the  said  Amos  E.  Brenizer  and  Emeline  Brenizer,  formerly  Ein- 
eline  Richmond,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dissolved  and  an- 
nulled, and  the  said  Amos  E.  Brenizer  and  Emehne  Brenizer, 
formerly  Emehne  Richmond,  are  hereby  ab-oiutcjv  divorced 
from  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  as  fully,  absolutely,  and  entire- 
ly, as  if  they  tho  said  Amos  E.  Brenizer  and  Emeline  Brenizer, 
fonnolv  Emeline  Richmond*  had  never  been  married. 

Passed,  Jan.2G,  1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  2,  1831, 

**tteconsidered  by  the  Council  Feb.  5,  18J1,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 


AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  compilation  and  publication  of  all  the  Statutes  of 

this  Territory. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and.  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  the  statutes  of  this  ter- 
ritory, from  its  organization  until  th^  expiration  of  this  session, 
be  published  in  one  volume,  and  that  James  D.  Westcott,  junior, 
and  John  P.  Booth,  esquires,  be  appointed  to  compile  the  same, 
and  to  direct  and  superintend  the  publication  thereof,  when  the 
necessary  appropriation  shall  have  been  made  by  congress  therefor. 

Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  necessary 
appropriation  shall  have  been  made  by  congress,  and  upon  the 
person  or  persons  with  whom  the  said  compilers  and  the  govern- 
or  may  contract  for  the  printing  of  said  volume,  entering  into 
bond  to  the  territory  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  with 
security  to  be  approved  of  by  the  governor,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  said  contract,  the  governor  shall  be  au- 
thorised to  draw  for  and  advance  to  the  said  person  or  persons 
such  part  of  said  appropriation  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  fur- 
ther the  publication  of  said  laws,  and  upon  the  fulfilment  of  said 
contract,  and  the  delivery  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 
said  volume  half  bound,  for  the  use  of  the  territory,  to  the  gov- 
ernor,  he  shall  also  draw  for  and  pay  them  the  balance  due  them 
by  virtue  of  said  contract. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  said  laws,  when  re- 
ceived, shall  be  distributed  by  the   governor  in  the  manner  pr~ 
scribed  by  law,  for  the  distribution  of  the  annual  publications  oi 
the  laws  of  this  territory. 

Passed,  Feb.  3,  1831,  [Approved*  Feb.  3,  183* 
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%A  ACT  to  authorise  Hecttfr  \V.  Braden  to  wake  a  efaflal  thr'otigh  the  Jvatiirii 
Bridge  of  the  St.  Marks  river. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedby  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
Vie  Territory  of  Florida,  That  Hector  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  shall  have  a  right  to  .construct  a  canal  on  the  natural 
'bridge  of  the  St.  Marks  river  at  Rockhaven,  to  connect  the  wat- 
ers of  the  said  river  for  the  transportation  of  produce,  merchan- 
dize and  other  articles,  and  may  commence  and  terminate  the  said 
canal  at  any  point  upon  the  said  bridge  which  may  be  best  suit- 
ed to  the  accomplishment  of  the  said  object. 

Sec.  2.  Tie  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  to  commence  the 
work  for  the  construction  of  the  said  canal  within  the  term  of 
two  years,  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  to  complete  the  same 
within  three  years  thereafter;  and  if  the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  shall  fail  to  commence  the  said  work  within  the 
time  aforesaid,  or  after  having  begun  the  same,  shall  abandon  of 
neglect  it  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  at  any  one  time,  or  if 
after  the  said  work  has  been  completed,  shall  permit  the  same  to 
be  unfit  for  the  passage  of  boats  drawing  fifteen  inches  water, 
and  remain  so  for  twelve  months  without  any  attempt  to  repair 
the  same,  then  in  either  of  said  events  the  privilege  herein  grant- 
ed shall  be  withdrawn,  unless  the  operations  on  the  same  have 
been  suspended  from  hi^h  or  low  water,  or  any  other  nnavoida* 
ble  cause. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  H.  W.  Braden, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  have  a  right  to  demand  and  receive 
tolls  and  fees  for  transporting  produce,  goods  or  other  articles, 
Or  for  permitting  boats  or  other  crafts  to  navigate  and  pass 
through  said  canal,  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  for  every  hundred 
pounds  weight  that  may  be  transported  through  said  canal;  and 
all  produce,  merchandize,  or  other  articles  or  things,  transported 
or  conveyed  through  said  canal,  shall  be  liable  for  said  tolls  and 
fees,  and  may  be  detained  until  the  same  are  paid. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  making  the  said  canal 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  any  lands  whatever,  whether 
covered  with  water  or  not,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  prose- 
cution and  completion  of  the  said  work,  or  whereupon  it  may  be 
necessary  to  construct  any  dam,  or  open  any  canal,  or  erect  any 
embankment,  lock  or  other  fixtures  intended  or  implied  by  this 
act ;  Provided,  that  no  land  owned  by  private  individuals  shall 
be  taken  for  said  purposes  without  adequate  compensation. 

Sec.  5.  Beit  further  enacted ',  That  whenever  it  shall  become 
necessary  for  the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  to  take 
possession  of  and  use  any  land,  timber,  stone  or  other  materials, 
owned  by  private  individuals,  for  the  route  and  site  of  said  works,- 
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or  for  the  construction  and  keeping  in  repair  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,, and  the  parties  do  not  agree  upon  the  value  of  the 
same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  to  apply  to  the  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
in  which  such  lands,  or  materials  may  be,  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod 
damnum  directed  to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or  other  officer  of  said 
county,  to  summon  five  disinterested  persons,  of  lawful  age  and 
housekeepers,  to  meet  and  value  said. property  upon  oath,  to  be 
administered  to  them  by  the  judge,  sheriff,  marshal,  or  other  of- 
ficer, summoning  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  said 
inquest  in  person  and  receive  their  report,  and  also  receive  from 
the  said  H.  W.  Braden,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  sum  or  sums 
adjudged  by  said  report,  and  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  person? 
authorised  to  receive  it. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  H.  W.  Braden, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  commence  and  complete  the  canal  .here- 
in described,  within  the  stipulated  time,  that  no  other  person  shall 
be  permitted  to  make  any  canal  over  or  around  the  natural 
bridge  before  mentioned,  to  the  injury  of  said  canal ;  and  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the 
Tight  of  the  legislature  of  this  territory  to  repeal,  alter  and  modi- 
fy *he  same. 

Passed  Feb.  10,1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  13, 183 L 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  13, 1831,  and  passed  by  a  requisite  majority 
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An  ACT  to  authorise  J.  W.  Robarts  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  river. 

Sec.  - 1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Counci, 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  J.  W.  Robarts  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  vested  with  all  the  rights,  and  charged  with  all  the 
duties,  of  establishing  and  keeping  a  ferry  at  Suwannee  river, 
between  Charles'  ferry  and  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochic 
.river  that  may  be  most  eligible;  and  the  said  J.  W.  Robarts, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  be,  and  remain 
for  the  term  of  ten  years,  vested  and  charged  with  the  rights  and 
duties,aforesaid.      '  j 

Sec.  2..  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person,  or  persons,  whatsoever,  to  establish  or  keep  a  ferry 
within  five  miles  of  this  ferry,  by  this  act  provided  for,  unless 
the  same  be  for  his,  her  or  their  own  exclusive  use,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  gathering  or  receiving  toll. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  J."  W.  Robarts,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signs, at  all  times  to  have,  and  keep  in  good  repair,  a  flat-boat 
of  sufficient  dimentions  to  carry  across  said  river  a  loaded  wag- 
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n  ;  and  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  said  ferfl> 
oil  at  such  rates,  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  regulations,  as  may 

*e  established  by  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Alachua  and 

^e  legislative  council. 

Passed,  Feb.  11,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831. 


An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  county. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  the  free  white 
male  inhabitants  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  over,  com- 
prehended within  the  west  half  of  north  west  quarter  of  section 
thirty,  township  two,  range  five,  north  and  east,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, be,  and  remain  for  the  term  of  five  years,  a  body  cor- 
porate, bv  the  name  and  style  of  the  "Town  of  Monticello,"  and 
by  their  corporate  name,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be 
>mpleaded,  and  do  all  other  acts  as  natural  persons,  and  may  pur- 
chase and  hold  real,  personal,  and  mixed  property,  or  dispose  of 
the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Town. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  government  of  said 
Town,  shall  be  vested  in  an  intendant  and  five  council-men,  each 
of  whom  shall  have  the  qualification  of  having  resided  three 
months  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  in  order  to  fill  either  of  said 
offices. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  intendant  shall  have 
the  power,  and  exercise  all  the  duties,  and  may  receive  the  fees 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  intendant  and 
town  council  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  to  prevent  and 
remove  nuisances,  to  license  and  regulate  retailers  of  goods  arid* 
liquors  and  taverns ;  to  restrain  or  prohibit  all  sorts  of  gaming, 
to  license  and  regulate  public  amusements,  to  "establish  and  re- 
gulate markets,  to  direct  the  safe  keeping  of  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  appointed  by  Congress,  to  regulate  burial 
grounds,  to  sink  wells,  and  take  care  of  the  same,  to  erect  and 
repair  pumps,  in  the  streets  and  public  squares,  to  erect  and  re- 
pair market  houses,  and  public  scales  within  the  aforesaid  limits, 
to  establish  and  regulate  patrols,  to  regulate  the  storing  of  gun- 
powder, to  restrain  and  prohibit  tipling  houses  and  lotteries,  to 
provide  for  the  establishmentof  public  schools,  and  superintend- 
ance  of  the  same,  to  restrain  and  punish  vagabonds,  and  disor- 
derly persons,  to  keep  in  repair  all  necessary  streets,  to  restrain 
and  punish  the  disorderly  conduct  and  offences  committed  by 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  to  lay  arid  impose  taxes,  and  provide  for 
the  collection  of  the  same,  to  impose  and  appropriate  fines,  and 
penalties,  and  forfeitures;  for  breach  of  their  ordinances  and  bye- 


Town  is- 
corporated: 


Duties.  &A 
of  council 
men. 


Powers  of 
jntendantv 


By-law^. 


42 


Atendance 
odnemken 


Manner  oi 
Clectign. 


Term  ofof- 
fice,  A.Q. 


£ower  to 
fill  vaca^- 


OaUHobe 

taken,&c.. 


Quwmn, 


-fcaw$,  Provided,  no  ordinance  or  bye-law  shall  take  effect  until, 
ten  days  alter  its  promulgation,  and  generally  to  provide  for  the 
Interior  police,  and  good  government  of  said  Town. 

Sec  5,  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  ordinances  and  bye*. 
laws,  shall  be  signed  by  the  intendant  and  attested  by  the  clerk  % 
and  shall  be  published  at  least  ten  days,  at  the  door  of  the  court* 
house  in  said  town. 

Sec.  G.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  intendant,  and 
council,  shall  have  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  to  judge  of  the  election  returns,  -and  qualification  of 
the  intendant  and  its  members ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any 
question,  shall  at  the  request  of  any  two  members,  be  placed  on 
the  record. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  intendant  and  coun* 
til-men,  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Feb-v 
ruary,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  the  court-house  in  said  towng 
and  that  they  shall  in  all  cases,  continue  to  exercise  their  respect- 
ive functions,  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified 
to  serve. 

Sec.  8.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes,  and  who  was  voted  for  as  intendant, 
shall  be  declared,  and  the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  and  who  were  voted  for  as  council-men,  s-iiall  be  declared 
—and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

Sec.  9.  JBe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  intendant  shali 
be  president  of  said  council,  and  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation, 
or  removal,  the  council  shall  elect  an  intendant  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy, until  the  next  annual  election,  and  also  in  case  of  the. 
death,  resignation  or  removal  of  either  of  the  council-men,  the 
intendant  shall  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment,  until  the  next 
annual  election. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of 
said  intendant,  to  see  that  the  ordinances  and   bye-laws  of  said 
council  are  duly  executed,  and  to  call  a  meeting   of  the  council- 
men,  whenever  in  his  opinion,  the  public  good  may  require  it ; 
that  said  intendant  shall  within  five  days,  take  an  oath  or,  affirma- 
tion before  any  judge,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  of  this  Territory, 
"That  he  will  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  support,  advance  and 
defend  the  interest,  peace  and  good  order  of  the  town  of  Monti- 
cello,  and  faithfully  and  diligently    discharge   the    duties   of  in- 
tendant of  said  town,  during  his  continuance  m  office;  and  that 
he  will  support  the  constitution  of  the  United   States," — and  h< 
shall  within  the  aforesaid  time  of  five  days  after  the  election,  con- 
vene the  council-men  elect,  and  administer  to   each  of  them    ai 
oath  or  affirmation,  similar  to  that  taken  by  himself. 

Sec.   11.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  intendant  and  three 
of  the  council-men  sbaJJ  fqrm  a  quorum,  for  the  transaction  of 
business 
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Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  council  shall 
oave  power  to  nppouu  a  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  such  other  of- 
icers  as  to  the  said  council  may  deem  necessary,  to  carry  into 
:nect  the  powers  and  regulations  by  this  act  given  to,  or  imposed 
jpon,  the  said  town  council;  and  the  said  council  shall  keep 
regular  records  of  their  proceedings,  ordinances,  bye-laws,  and 
regulations;  and  they  shall  hold  their  meetings  in  public,  and 
at  such  times  and  places  as  may  seem  lit,  and  in  the  absence  or 
■disability  of  the  intendant  a  majority  of  the  council  may  on  any 
occasion  appoint  from  among  their  number  an  intendant,  who 
■shall  have  power,  pro.  tern.,  to  do  the  duties  of  intendant:  Pro- 
vided Jiowever,  that  the  council  may  sit  with  closed  doors  when- 
ever they  may  deem  the  public  interest  requires  it. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  intendant  and 
council  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  appoint  a  constable, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  serve  all  processes  emenating  from  the 
said  corporate  body,  and  to  suppress  all  riots,  routs,  affrays,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace, contrary  to  the  good  order  of  society,  and 
for  this  purpose,  he  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the  authority, 
rights  and  privileges,  of  the  constables  of  the  several  magis- 
trates districts  in  this  territory  :  Provided,  however,  such  con- 
stable shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give 
bond  and  security,  payable  to  said  corporate  body,  in  such  sum 
as  the  intendant  and  councilmen  shall  think  fit,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office  :  And  provided,  further, 
that  said  constable,  shall  receive,  exact  or  claim,  no  other  or 
greater  fees  for  his  services  than  are  provided  in  similar  cases 
by  law. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  free  white  male  citi- 
zens ol  the  acre  of  twenty-one  years,  residing  within  the  limits  of 
said  town,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  for  intendant 
and  councilmen  of  said  town. 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first  election  for  in- 
tendant and  councilmen  under  this  act,  shall  take  place  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  February  1S31,  and  that  said  election  shall  be 
held  under  the  superintendance  of  three  inspectors,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive  the  votes,  and  to  cause  the  name  of  every 
voter  to  be  taken  down  and  kept  in  a  book  for  that  purpose,  and 
to  cause  the  poll  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  from  ten  o'clock, 
a.  m.  until  four,  p.  m.,  when  the  ballots  shall  be  told,  and  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  voted  for  as  intendant  and  council- 
men,  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  and 
notice  of  their  election  given  to  each  ©f  them. 

Sec.  1G.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  intendant,  at  all  annual  elections,  to  give  ten  days  notice  of 
iuch  election,  and^to  appoint  three  inspectors,  and  give  them  no- 
tice of  their  appointment,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  for  them  or  any 
ttt'Oof  them  to  mauagc  said  election  as  prescribed  iu  section  liftcvm 
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Sec.  17.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  Jas.  L.  Parish,  L.  B.. 
Irfetetion  Harbour'  and  Stephen  M.  Tibbets  be,  and  they,  or  any  two  of 
them,  are  hereby  appointed  inspectors  to  superintend  the  election 
for  intendant  and  councilmen  on  the  4th  Monday  in  February, 
1831 :  Provided,  that  nothing  hereby  enacted  shall  be  construed 
to  exclude  the  legislature  of  this  territory  from  the  right  to  re- 
peal, alter  or  modify,  this  act  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

Passed,  Feb.  4,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  10,  1831, 


An  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Q,uincy, 
approved  November  21  at  1828. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  magis- 
trate of  Police,  for  the  town  of  Quincy,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service,  to  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office,  all  books, 
papers,  receipts,  vouchers,  moneys  and  effects  in  his  hands  be- 
longing, or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to  the  incorporation  of  said 
Town. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  magistrate  of  police  of  said  Town,  to  publish  all  ordinances 
of  ft  general  and  public  nature  at  the  court-house  door,  or  some 
other  public  place  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  at  leasx 
three  days  previous  to  their  going  into  operation. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  commissioners  of 
Holding  of  sa*^  Town  from  any  causalty,  omission,  or  neglect,  shall  hereaf- 
elections,  ter  fail  to  hold  an  election  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  or  the  jus-» 
tice  of  the  peace  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation* 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  appoint  three  discreet  persons,  citizens 
of  said  Town,  to  hold  an  election,  as  provided  for  in  said  section, 
then  and  in  that  case,  upon  the  application  of  two  or  more  citi- 
xens,  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  incorporation,  to  the  pre- 
siding justice,  or  judge  of  the  county  court,  as  the  case  may  be, 
it  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  made  his  duty  to  appoint  three  discreet 
persons  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  to  hold  an  election 
for  Town  commissioners,  agreeable  to  the  proviso  contained  in 
the  second  section  of  the  aforesaid  act;  Provided,  that  no  person 
shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  said,  or  any  election,  for  the  election 
of  commissioners  of  said  town,  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizer: 
or  resident  of  said  town,  for  at  least  six  weeks  previous  to  the 
day  of  election. 
Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  no  lawful  election  has  been 
^pointed,  held  for  the  electiorf\)f  commissioners  for  said  town,  to  serve 
during  the  present  year,  it  shallforthwith  be  the  duty  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  incorporation 


of  said  town,  to  appoint  three  discreet  persons  to  hold  an  election 

ccordinc,-  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section   of  the  act.  to 

vhich  this  act  is  an  amendment,  and  in  case  he  fails  cr   neglects 

to  do  so,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  justice   to  do  the 

ame. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted*  That  the  magistrate  of  police, 
shall  have  no  power  to  inflict  punishment  by  imprisonment,  ex- 
cept for  contempt  to  him,  while  acting  in  his  official  capacity:  dmlesoiM 
but  for  the  collection  of  all  fines,  penalties,  dues  and  demands,  0f  police! 
had  or  accrued,  or  which  may,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  or  be- 
come due  and  owing  to  said  incorporation,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
issue  an  execution  under  his  own  hand  and  initials  of  office,  which 
-.hall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  and  be  proceeded  upon  in 
die  same  way  as  executions  issuing  from  justices'  court:  Provi- 
ded, that  in  no  case  where  the  magistrate  of  police  shall  inflict  a 
line  for  the  violation  of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  said  town,  shall  the  offender  be  permitted  to  plead  the 
3ame  in  bar,  or  excuse,  (if  the  offence  be  indictable)  before  any 
court  of  record,  having  jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  charged 
with  the  violation  of  any   ordinance  of  the   incorporation,   shall    Ricnt  of 
think  himself  aggrieved    by  the    decision    of  the    magistrate   of   appeal. 
police,  he  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  county  court  upon 
complying  with  the  rules  and  regulations,  regulating  appeals  from 
the  justices  to  the  county  court. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  so  much   of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provis-    Repealing 
ions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  is    hereby   repealed,  and   that    clause. 
this  act  shall  take  effect  from   and  after  its  passage;  Provided, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  right  of 
this  Legislature  to  alter,  modify,  or  repeal  the  same. 

Passed  Feb.  7, 1831.  [Approved— Feb.  11,  1831. 

An  ACT  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  towns  of  Marianna  and 
Webbville  in  Jackson  county.  V* 


Limit?,  &<J 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  corporate  limits  of  the  towns  of 
Marianna  and  Webbville  shall  extend  on  every  side  one  mile 
from  the  public  squares  in  said  towns,  and  that  the  corporate  au- 
thorities shall  have  and  exercise  within  said  limits  all  the  rights 
and  powers  heretofore  exercised  in  any  part  of  said  towns. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  it  shall  and  may  be    PatrcI 
lawful  for  the  municipal  authorities  of  said  towns  to  appoint  an- 
nually in  each  place,  five  persons,  resident  therein,  who  shall  be 
required  to  perform  the  duties  of  patrols  in  said  towns,  for  and 


4u 

<tfcrring  the  term  of  one  yenr  from  their  appointment,  under  stic£ 
Jules  and  regulations  as  said  corporations  may  impose,  and  thr 
persons  so  appointed  shall  be  exempt  from  militia  duty,  and 
trom  working  on  roads  and  streets. 

Passed,  Feb.  9,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  11,  1831- 


An  ACT  establishing  a  ferry  over  Black  Creek,  in  Duval  County. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  thr* 
Territory  of  Florida,  That    Samuel  Y.    Garey,    be,  and  he    is 

Jtfay  estab-  hereby  vested  with  all  the  rights,  and  charged  with  all  the  duticr 
of  establishing  and  keeping  a  ferry  at  Black  Creek,  where  the 
main  road  now  passes  or  may  hereafter  pass :  as  also  a  ferry  at 
the  fork  of  the  said  Black  creek,  or  some  point  on  the  south  prong 
of  said  Black  Creek,  that  maybe  most  eligible;  and  the  said 
Samuel  Y.  Garey,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns 
be,  and  remain  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  vested  and  charged, 
with  the  rights  and  duties  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Be  if  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  fo~ 

._    ,    .         anv  other  person  or  persons,  to  establish  or  keep    a  ferrv  withiu 

rieht  &c.  seven  miles  of  the  ferry  or  ferries,  by  this  act  provided  for,  unless 
the  same  be  for  his,  her,  or  their  own  exclusive  use,  and  not  fox 
the  purpose  of  gathering  or  receiving  toll. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That   it  shall   be   the 
duty  of  the  said  Samuel  Y.  Garey,  his  heirs,  executors,    admhnV 

^  trators  and  assigns,  at  all  times  to  have  and  keep  in  good  repair* 

a  flat  boat  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  carry  across  said  creek  a 
loaded  waggon,  and  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the 
said  ferries,  toll  at  such  rates,  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  regu- 
lations, as  may  be  established  by  the  county  court  of  the  county 
of  Duval,  and  the  Legislative  Council. 

Passed,  Feb.  8,  1831.  [AppPvOVED,Feb.  11,  1831r 


An  ACT  to  amend  the  act  regulating  Criminal  proceedings. 

Be  it  enacted  by  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  thi? 
act,  the  attorney's  of  the  United  States  in  this  Territory  shall  res- 
pectively have  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  or  deputies  in  each  o: 
the  counties  of  this  Territory,  wnich  said  deputy  or  deputies,  so 
long  as  he  or  they  may  remain  in  office,  shall  have  and  excrci^ 
the  same  powers  as  the  said  attorney's  themselves  have  under  the 
laws  of  this  Territory. 

Passed,  Feb.  1,  1831*-  {Approved,  Feb,  7,  1831' 
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\CT  to  incorporate  i  hank  by  'he  name  ana  style  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 


'    *.   ! .   Be  it  enacted  by  tfie  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 

•  •  im  T.  rritory  of  Florida,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in 
!  city  of  Pensacola,  the  capital  stork  thereof  shall  not  exceed 

v  >  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  books  for  subscriptions 
shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  and  remain  open 
for  sixtv  days,  at  Pensacola  under  the  superintendence  of  Samuel 
Patterson,  Hanson  Kelly,  John  De  La  Rua,  John  Jerrisoii,  jr. 
and  Georcre  W.  Barfcley,  and  the  said  commissioners  may  open 
books  to  receive  subscriptions  at  any  place  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable, under  the  superintendence  of  such  persons  as  they  shall 
rhink  proper ;  any  three  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  shall  be  com- 
petent to  perform  the  duties  of  their  appointment;  and  if  the  num- 
ber of  shares  shall  not  be  subscribed  within  the  term  of  sixty  days/ 
?hey  shall  keep  the  books  open  for  six  months  and  no  longer;  but 
the  corporation,  by  this  act  created,  may  a;  any  future  time  open 
books  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  remaining  shares  unsub- 
scribed, at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  advisable  and  expedient;  but 
in  the  meantime  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  as  soon 
as  they  shall  have  received  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to  give  notice 
of  the  same  to  the  stockholders  at  the  distance  of  twenty  days, 
for  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  thirteen  directors,  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  choice  then  and  there  to  be  made,  and  the  thirteen 
persons  who  shall  be  then  and  there  chosen,  shall  be  the  first  di- 
rectors, and  shall  be  capable  of  serving  until  the  first  Monday  ill 
January  thereafter,  by  virtue  of  such  choice,  or  until  their  suc- 
cessors shall  be  duly  elected  ;  And  the  directors  elected  at  the 
first  and  each  subsequent  election,  shall  elect  a  President,  who 
must  be  a  director  ;  and  the  aforesaid  first  chosen  directors  shall 
forthwith  commence  the  operations  of  a  bank.    '      ,%.  .   - 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  of  a  share  or  shares,  subscribed  for,  by  the  several  and 
respective  subscribers,  shall  be  paid  in  gold,  silver,  or  United 
States'  Bank  Notes,  and  the  last  and  remaining  fourth  in  cur- 
rent money  of  the  territory — one-fourth  of  which  payments  shall 
be  made  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  or  within  twenty  days  there- 
after, to  the  commissioners — an  eighth  within  sixty  days  after  the 
bank-shall  ceo  into  operation,  and  the  remainder  at  such  times  as 
the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank  shall  require:  Pvovi(/  d, 
that  not  more  than  twelve-andra-half  p^r  cent,  upon  said  stock, 
shall  be  called  in  at  any  time  ;  And  provided  aho,  that  sixty 
days  notice  be  given  before  the  same  is  required. 

Sec.  4.  3eu  further  enacted.  That  the  nhscribers  to  the  sr.id 
Vank,   their  successors  and   assigns,    shall  be,   and  are  hereby, 
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located  and  made  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law,  anc?  if 
fact  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  President  and  Directors  o"' 
the  Bank  of  Pensacola,"  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  by  the 
name  and  style  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  capable 
and  able  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and 
retain  to  themselves  and  successors,  lands,  rents,  tenements, 
heriditaments,  goods,  chatties,  and  effects,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  including 
the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  and  the  same  to  grant,  sell,  demise, 
alienate,  or  dispose  of,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  im- 
pended, answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended  in 
courts  of  record,  or  any  other  place  whatever,  and,  also,  to  make, 
have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew  at  their  pleasure,  and  also  to  ordain,  establish  and  put  in 
.execution,  such  bye-laws,  ordinances  and  regulations,  as  shall 
seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  said  corpo- 
ration, not  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  territory  and  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  making  whereof,  general  meetings 
of  the  stockholders  may  be  called  by  the  directors,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  specified,  and  generally  to  do  and  execute  all  acts, 
matters  and  things,  which  a  corporation  or  body  politic  in  law, 
ma}7  or  can  lawfully  do  or  execute,  subject  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  de- 
clared. 

Sec.  5.  "Be  it  further  enacted  j  That  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  officers. 
Qfficers&c  clerks  and  servants,  under  themselves  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  executing  the  business  of  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  their, 
such  compensation,  for  their  services  respectively,  as  shall  be 
reasonable,  and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  power-. 
and  authorities  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  affairs 
of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  described,  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances,  of  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  Beit  further  enacted*  That  the  following  rules,  regu- 
lations, limitations  and  provisions,  shall  form,  and  be,  the  funda- 
mental articles  of  the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation. 

I.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  each  stockholder  shall  be 
entitled,  shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold 
in  the  proportions  following:  that  is  to  say, — For  one  share  and 
not  less  than  two  shares,  one  vote;  for  every  two  shares,  and  not 
exceeding  ten,  one  vote,;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  vote;  for  every  six  shares  above  thirty, 
and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote;  for  every  eight  shares  above 
sixty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  person, 
copartnership  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  num- 
ber than  thirty  votes.  And  after  the  first  election,  no  share  oi 
fhar&>,  shalWmfer -»  right"  of  suffrage,  which  shall  have  not  bee; 
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golden  three  calender  months  next  previous  to  tne  day  of  election. 
Stockholders,  actually  residents  within  the  city  of  Pensacola,  may 
•yote  in  elections,  and  sucii  as  may  be  absent,  by  proxy,  and  all 
other  stockholders  may  vote  by  proxy,  or  in  person  ;  none  but 
stockholders,  being  citizens  of  the  territory,  shall  be  eligible  as 
lirectors. 

II.  Not  less  than  five  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the 
vansaction  of  business,  of  whom  their  president  shall  always  be 
one,  except  in  cases  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence,  in  which 
-ase,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  director,  whom  he 
by  writing  under  his  hand  shall  nominate  for  that  purpose. 

III.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who  to- 
gether shall  be  proprietors  of  one  hundred  shares  or  upwards, 
Shall  have  power  at  any  time  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  for  purposes  relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at 
least  four  weeks  notice  in  some  public  paper  in  Pensacola,  where 
the  bank  is  kept,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects of  such  meeting. 

IV.  Every  cashier,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  securities, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  ten 
thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
iiis  duties. 

V.  Lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall.be* law- 
ful for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be 
requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in  relation  to  the  con- 
venient transacting  of  its  business,  and  such  as  shall  have  been 
bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debt  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its 
dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments,  which  shall  have 
been  obtained  for  such  debt. 

VI.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  other  contract, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  Over 
mid  above  the  sum  then  actually  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe 
keeping,  unless  the  contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have 
been  previously  authorised  by  a  l^w  of  the  territory.  In  case  of 
excess  the  directors,  under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen, 
ohall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities, 
and  action  of  debt  may  in  such  cases  be  brougnt  against  them, 
or  any  of  them,  their,  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or  admin- 
istrators, in  any  court  of  record  of  the  territory,  by  any  creditor 
or  creditors  of,  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covi  nt  or  agreement,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
empt the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chatties,  of  the  same  from  being  also  liable  for  and  charcreable 
ivith  the  said  excess;  such  of  the  said  directors   who  may  have 
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fjeen  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created,  dr 
Tvho  may  have  dissented  irom  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the* 
same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respectively  exonerate 
themselves  from  being  so-liable  by  forthwith  Giving  notice  of  th$ 
same,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent,  with  or  before  some  notary 
public,  and  to  the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting,  which  they 
shall  have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose.     * 

VII.  The  said  corporation  shall  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  deal 
Jfcue  of  id     or  .trade  in  any  thing  except    bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver 

bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money 
lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due ,  time,  or  of  goods  which  shall  be 
the  produce  of  its  lands.  Neither  shall  the  said  corporation  tai-e 
more  than  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum,  for  or  upon 
its  loans  or  discounts. 

VIII.  The  stock   of  said  corporation  shall   be  assignable  and 
transferable  according  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that 

'behalf  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  same, 

IX.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit  under  the   seal  of  said 

corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall 

1,.,,       .       be  assignable  by  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands 

Cilia  assign       c  P  •>  *   i_-      1  i 

^e       a      oi  such  person    or  persons,    and  of  his,  her  or  their,   assigns  or 

assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  or  vest  the  property 
thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees,  successively, 
and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  brint?  aha  maintain 
an  action  thereupon  in  Ins,  her  or  their,  own  name  or  name.-. — 
And  bills  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  she  said  cor- 
poration, signed  by  the  president,  and  counters!*:  ned  by  the 
cashier  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money  to  any  person, 
or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to  the  bearer,  though  not 
under  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obliga- 
Riils  paya-  tory  upon  the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and 
$e  t  )bear-  effect,  as  upon  any  private  person,  or  persons,  as  if  issued  by  him 
or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their,  natural,  or  private  capacity,  or  ca- 
pacities, and  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable  in  like  manner  as 
if  they  were  so  issued  by  such  private  person,  or  persons,  ;  that 
is  to  say,  Those  which  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons, 
his,  her,  or  their,  order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsements  in 
like  manner  and  with  like  effect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now 
are,  and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  negotiable. 
and  assignable  by  delivery  only. 

X.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much  of  the 
Dividends  Pro^ts  °f tne  said  bank,  as  shall  appear  to  the  president  advisable, 
declared.       and  once  in  every  three  years  the   directors   shall  lay   before  the 

stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  for  their  information,  an  ex- 
act  and  particular  statement  of  all  the  affairs  relative  to  the  bankp 
and  divide  the  surplus  profits. 

Sec.  7.   Br  if  further  enactea,  That   no  notes  shall   be  nego* 
tjable  at  the  bankj  unless  it  be  so  expressed  on  the   same 
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Sbc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  first  pleetion  of 
Erectors,  they  shall  be  annually  elected  at  the  bankii^  Louse, 
°n  the  iirst  Monday  in  January,  in  each  year,"  by  the  qualified 
stockholders  of  the  capital  or'  said  bank,  and  by  a  plurality  of 
votes,  then  and  there  actually  given,  according-  to  the  scale  of 
.  voting,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  the 
President,  the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  out  of  the 
Directors  for  the  time  being,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  removal  of  a  director,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  a 
majority  of  the  board  of  Directors. 

S^c.  \).  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  director  shall  be  en- 
titled to  any  emolument  or  salary,  except  the  President  of  the 
sr«:d  board,  who  may  ill  the  discretion  of  the  said  directors,  be  al- 
io v  ed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  extraordinary  services, 
or  in  the  other  business  thereof. 

S?c.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  and  directors  of  said  bank,  vvhen  required  by  the 
legislature  of  die  state  or  territory  of  Florida,  to  render  to  them 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  specie  actually  paid  in  upon  stock 
subscribed,  amount  of  bills  issued,  and  amount  due  on  loans,  or 
on  purchase  of  -bills  of  exchange. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  on  dissolu- 
tion of  said  corporation,  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  by  the 
existing  directors  lor  closing  all  the  concerns  of  the  company, 
and  divide  the  capita:  and  profits  which  may  remain,  among  the 
stockholders  in  proportion  to  their  respective  interests,  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  aforesaid,  to  use  the  corporate 
name,  style  and  capacity  of  the  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
suits,  for  the  liquidation  of,  and  settlement  of  the  affairs  and  ac- 
counts of  the  corporation,  and  upon  the  sale  or  disposition  of 
their  estate  real,  personal  and  mix^ed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, nor  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever. 

Sec.  12.  Ifc  it  further  enacted^  That  the  directots  of  said 
bank,  shall  for,  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  reserve  for  the 
Territory  or  state,in  which  the  bank  may  be  in  operation,  twenty 
five  thousand  dollars,  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  and  at 
any  time  the  legislature  of  the  state  or  territory  shall  have  the 
aforesaid  twenty  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital  stock,  or 
any  part  thereof  subscribed  for;  then  the  governor  of  the  state 
or  territory,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  numher  of  directors, 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  shares,  held  by  the  territory  or 
slate  in  said  bank,  and  the  stockholders  shall  at  the  next  annual 
election,  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  residue  of  the  directors, 
as  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  and  di- 
rectors, shall  not  at  any   time  be   authorized  to  issue   a    greater 
amount  than  three  times  the  actual  amount  of  capital  paid  in. 
<§CC,  14.  Be  it  further  enacted^   That  anv  person  or  persons^ 
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who  may  fail  to  pay  for  stock  by  them  subscribed,  when  the  in* 
stalments  become  due,  the  President  and  directors  may  pass  an 
order,  forfeiting  all  payment,  or  payments,  that  may  have  been 
made  on  such  stock,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, or  otherwise,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  transfer  such  stock 
to  the  purchaser ;  the  proceeds  of  the  stock  forfeited  after  paying 
such  expenses  as  may  accrue,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
corporation ;  and  if  it  should  happen  at  any  time,  that  the  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  take  place  on  the  day  provided  for 
electing  them,  the  president  and  directors  for  the  time  being,  shall 
appoint  a  day  for  that  purpose,  within  ten  days  thereafter. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  each  and  every  of  the  stockholders,  shall  be  pledged  and 
bound  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  shares  held  by  each,  in  his, 
or  her  natural,  private  and  individual  capacity,  for  the  ultimate 
redemption  of  the  bills  or  notes  issued  by,  or  from  said  bank, 
during  the  time  he,  or  she  may  hold  such  stock. 
Passed,  Jan.  19,  1831. 

[Rejected,  by  the  Governor,  Jan.   31,  1831 
Reconsidered  by  the  Council  Feb.  31, 1631,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  a  Company  to  be  entitled  "  The  9t.  Marks  Navigatioi 

Company." 

Whereas,  the  interests  of  the  Territory  would  be  greatly  pro 
moted  and  advanced,  by  the  clearing  out  of^the  channel  of  th< 
St.  Marks  river,  from  a  point  near  the  St.  'Augustine  road,  t< 
the  natural  bridge  on  said  river: 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Couna 
of  the   Territory  of  Florida,  That  Benjamin  Chaires,  Jame 
Gadsden,  Edmund  B.  Vass,  Charles  Pope  Hunter,  Richard  Pa 
rish,  Samuel  Parkhill,  William  B.  NuttaD,  William  Bailey,  Ar 
thur  Burney,  John  Parkhill,  Hector  W,  Braden,  John  D.  Ed 
wards,  and  William  Argyle,  and  such*  other  persons  as  they  ma; 
receive  into  their  company,  their  successors  and  assigns,  sha 
forever  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  and  styl 
of  "The  St.  Marks  Navigation  Company;"  and  by  such  cor 
porate  name,  shall  be  capable  in  law,  to  buy,  purchase,  hold,  air 
sell,  real  and  personal  estate;  to  receive  donations;  to  make  cor 
tracts ;  to  sue  and  be  sued ;  to  plead  and  be  impleaded ;  to  hav 
a  common  seal,  and  to  alter  and  renew  the  same,  when  they  ma 
deem  it  necessary ;  to  regulate  the  manner  by  which  shares  i 
said  company  may  be  transferred ;  to  make  by-laws,  which  sha 
not  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  or  of  the  Unite 
States ;  and  to  do  all  lawful  acts,  incident  to  a  corporation,  an 
which  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  for  the  convenient  manage 
ment  of  its  affairs. 
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£t?c.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted*  That  the  said  company  shall 
Mnnus  v  hold  an  el  ction  at  such  times  and  places,  and  under 
i  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  they  in  their  by-laws  may 
prescribe,  for  a  president,  and  as  many  directors  as  may  be  re 
[ui red  for  the  manacrement  of  their  business — The  number  of 
directors  to  be  previously  determined  on  and  declared  in  their 
by-laws.  And  the  said  president  and  directors,  when  elected, 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  subordinate  officers,  and  agents, 
lis  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  at  any  time  to  dismiss  them 
from  oriice;  and  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers  and 
authorities,  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  ailairs  of  the 
company,  as  to  thein  shall  appear  conducive  to  its  interests. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stock  of  said  company 
shall  be  divided  into  as  many  shares,  as  they  may  think  proper, 
and  the  votes  of  each  stockholder  shall  be  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  shares  he  may  hold,  to  be  regulated  and  agreed  upon  by 
the  said  company,  and  made  known  in  its  by-laws. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  clear  out  and  make  the  St.  Marks  river  suffi- 
ciently  navigable  for  boats  drawing  not  more  than  fifteen  inches 
water,  from  a  point  near  the  St.  Augustine  road,  to  the  natural 
bridee,  and  to  effect  the  said  object,  the  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  cut  such  canals,  erect  such  dams  or  embankments,con- 
struct  such  lock,  or  locks,  and  to  make,  construct  and  erecf  such 
other  works  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  making  said  river 
navigable  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  enable  said  company 
to  accomplish  the  said  work,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
and  Directors  of  said  company,  at  such  time  as  they  may  deter- 
mine upon,  to  open,  or  cause  to  be  opened,  books  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  subscriptions,  to  create  or  increase,  the  capital  stock 
of  said  company. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject, for  which  said  company  is  incorporated,  by  clearing  out  the 
channel  of  said  river,  so  as  to  render  it  navigable,  or  by  con- 
structing canals,  or  other  works,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  com- 
pany by  the  President  and  Directors  thereof,  or  by  their  properly 
authorized  agents,  to  enter  upon,  and  take  possession  of  any  lands 
whatsoever,  whether  covered  with  water  or  not,  which  may  be 
necessary  to  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  works  con- 
templated in  this  act;  or  whereupon  it  may  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct any  dam,  or  open  any  canal,  or  erect  any  embankment, 
lock,  or  other  fixtures,  intended,  or  implied  by  this  act;  Provided, 
that  no  land  owned  by  private  individuals  shall  be  taken  for  said 
purposes,  without  adequate  compensation. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  and  Directors  of  said  company,  or,  their  properly  au- 
thorized agents,  to  take  from  any  land,   most  convenient   to   the. 
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pair,  said  works  and  improvements;  Provided,  that  nothing- be- 
longing-  to  private  individuals  shall  betaken,  without  adequate 
compensation. 

Sec.  8.   'Jcifjur/l^rcnnf/d.  That  whenever  it  shall  become 
necessary,  for  the  said  company  to  take  possession  of,  and  use  any 
land,  timber,  stone,  or  other  materials  owned  by  private  individ- 
uals, for  the  route  mid  site  of  the  said  works,  oj  lor  the  construe- 
ti  m  and  keeping  in  repair  the  same,'  or  any  part  thereof,  and  the 
parties  do  not  agree  upon  the  value  of  the  same,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  President  and    Directors  of  said    company,    or 
their  properly  authorized  agent,  to  apply  to  the  judge  of  the  coun- 
ty* court  of  the  county,  in  which  such  lands,  or  materials  may  bp^ 
for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  directed  to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or 
other  officer" of  said  county,  to  summon  five  disinterested  persons' 
of  lawful  age,  and  house  keepers,  to  meet  and  value  said  property 
upon  oath,  to  be  administered  to  them  by  the  iudce,  sheriff,  mar- 
shal, or  other  officer  summoning  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  attend  said  inquest  in  person,  and  receive  their  report,  and  also 
receive  from  the  President  and  Directors   of  said    company,    or 
their  agent,  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  adjudged  by  said  report, 
and  to  pay   over  the  same  to  theperson,  or  persons  authorized  to 
receive  it,  and  to  take  an  acquittal" for  the  same;  and  until  pay- 
ment is  made  to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or  other  officer  aforesaid,  of 
the  sum  awarded,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  company  to 
take  possession  of,  or  use  such  land,  timber,   or  other* materia)--; 
and  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the   writ  of  ad 
quod,  damnum,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  company,  but  the  apprais- 
ers shall  not  receive  more  than  one  dollar  each  per  day,  while  en- 
gaged in  such  duty. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  said  company,  shall  be  authorized  to  agree  upon  such  rate 
of  to[ls,  for  the  use  of  said  navigation,  as  they  may  deem  reasona- 
ble, and  as  soon  as  said  river  shall  have  been  made  navigable  for 
boats,  having  a  draught  of  fifteen  inches  of  water,  the  said  com- 
pany shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  said  tolls,  upon  all 
produce,  goods,  merchandize,  or  other  articles — and  upon  all 
boats,  and  other  craft  which  may  navigate  said  river,  or  the  canals 
of  said  company:  And  the  said  company may>  from  timeto  time, 
as  circumstances  require,  change  and  alter  said  rate  of  tolls,  and 
fees;  Provided,  that  no  alteration  which  may  increase  the  rateg 
of  tolls,  shall  have  effect,  until  one  month's  previous  notice  thereoi 
shall  have  been  given  by  advertisement,  posted  in  the  city  of  Tal- 
lahassee:— And  the  said  company  shall  continue  to  receive,  and 
collect  such  tolls  and  fees,  as  thry  may  from  time  to  time  establish 
so  long  as  said  navigation  shall  be  kept  in  sufficient  order  for  the 
transportation  in  boats  as  afoiesaid:  And  ail  produce,  good.. 


merchandize,  boats,  and  other  articles,  or  things,  which  may  be 
-b  tortcd,  pr  conveyed  upoii  such  improved  river,  canals,  or 
navigable  waters,  ^hall  be  liable  for  the  tolls  and  lees,  for  which 
•  i  -v  are  respectively  chargeable,  and  may  be  detained  until  .he 
^a.ne  be  paid  and  discharged. 

Sec.   10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the   duty  ot 
said  company  to   commence  their  works,  for  the  improvement  of 
said  river  and  navigation,  within  the  term  of  two  vears  from  the    , 
passage  of  this  act,  and  shall  complete  the  same  on,  or  before  the    ano  com* ; 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight— And  if  P'etea- 
the  said  work  shall  have  been  commenced  within  the  time  afore- 
said, or  having  been  commenced,  shall  be  abandoned  or  neglected 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  at  any  time,  without  any  attempt  to  pros- 
ecute the  same,  or  if  after  said  works  shall  have  been  completed, 
they  shall  be   permitted  to  go  down,   and  remain  for  the  term  of 
one  year  without  any  attempt  to  repair  or  put  the  same  in  good 
order,  then,  and  in  either  of  these  events,  the  said  corporation  shall 
be  di>solved,  unless  some  unavoidable  cause  shall  be  shewn  in  jus- 
tification.     And  this  act  shall  be  liberally  construed  for  the  benefit 
of  <aid  company,  and  to  enable  it  to  carry  into  effect  the  object 
contemplated.  Provided,  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  taken  to  im- 
pair the  risrht  of  the  legislature  of  this  Territory  to  repeal,  alter, 
and  modify  the  same. 

Passed  Feb.  12,  1S31. 

[Rejected by  the  Governor,  Feb.  13,  1831* 

P^econsidereii  by  the  Connc.l,  Teb.  13, 1831,  and  passed  by  tiie  requisite  majority. 


An  ACT  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  City  of  St  Augustine. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in    st*,™  an* 
the  city  of  St.  Aueaistine,  the  capitnl  stock  thereof  shall  not  exceed 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  books  for  subscriptions 
mall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  remain  open 
for  ninety  days — At  St.  Aucrustine,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Waters  Smith,  Daniel  S.  GnswoW,  Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  William  J*?* 
H-  Simmons,  and  John  M.  Hanson :  and  the  said  commissioners 
may  open  books  to  receive  subscriptions  at  any  place  they  may  deem 
isable,  under  the  superintendence  of  such  persons  as  they  shall 
think  proper;  any  three  ofthe  aforesaid  commissioners  shall  be  com- 
petent to  perform  the  duties  of  their  appointment:  and  if  the  num- 
ber of -hare-  mall  not  be  subscribed  within  the  term  of  ninety  days, 
they  shall  keep  the  books  open  for  six  months  and  no  :  merer;  but 
tlje  corporation,  by  this  act  created,  may  at  any  future  time  ope» 
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books  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  remaining-  shares  Onsuik. 
scribed,  at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  die  superintendence 
of  such  persons  a>  they  may  deem  advisable  and  expedient;  but 
in  the  meantime  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  as  seen 
as  they  shall  have  received  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  give  notice 
of  the  same  to  the  stockholders  at  the  distance  of  twenty  days, 
for  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  nine  directors — And  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  choice  then  and  there  to  be  made^  and  the  nine 
persons  who  shall  then  and  there  be  chosen,  shall  be  the  first  di- 
rectors, and  shall  be  capable  of  serving  until  the  first  Monday  in 
January  thereafter,  by  virtue  of  such  choice,  or  until  their  suc- 
cessors shall  be  duly  elected  ;  And  the  directors  elected  at  the 
first  and  each  subsequent  election,  shall  elect  a  President,  who 
must  be  a  director  ;  and  the  aforesaid  first  chosen  directors  shall 
forthwith  commence  the  operations  of  a  bank. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  shares  subscribed  for 
by  the  several  and  respective  subscribers,  shall  be  paid  for  in  gold, 
silver,  or  U.  States'  bank  notes ;  one-fourth  of  which  said  pay- 
ments shall  be  made  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  or  within  20  days 
thereafter,  to  the  commissioners — An  eighth  within  sixty  days  alter 
the  bank  shall  go  into  operation,  and  the  remainder  at  such  times  as 
the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank  shall  require;  Provided \ 
that  not  more  than  twelve-and-a-half  per  cent,  upon  said  stock, 
shall  be  called  in  at  any  time  ;  And  provided  also,  that  sixty 
days  notice  be  given  before  the  same  be  required. 

Sec.  4*  J$c  it  further  enacted,  That  the  subscribers  to  the  said 
bank,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
created  and  made  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law,  and  in 
fact  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  President  and  Directors  of 
the  bank  of  St.  Augustine ;"  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  by  the 
name  and  style  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  capable 
and  able  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and 
retain  to  themselves  and  successors,  lands,  rents,  tenements, 
heriditaments,  goods,  chatties,  and  effects,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  including 
the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  and  the  same  to  grant,  sell,  demise, 
alienate,  or  dispose  of,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended  in 
courts  of  record,  or  any  other  place  whatever,  and,  also,  to  make, 
Lav.-  n.nd  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew  at  their  pleasure,  and  also  to  ordain,  establish  and  put  in 
exr ■  ition,  such  bye-laws,  ordinances  and  regulations,  as  shall 
see  i  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  said  corpo- 
ration, not  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  territory  and  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  making"  whereof,  general  meetings 
of  the  stockholders  may  be  called  by  the  directors,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  specified,  and  generally  to  do  and  execute  all  acts, 


matters  and  thiners,  which  a  corporation  or  body  politic  in  law* 
m   .  or  can  lawfully  do  or  execute,  subject  to  the  rules,    recrula- 

is,  restrictions  and  provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  de- 
clared. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
for  the  time  being",  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  officers, 
clerks  and  servants,  under  themselves  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  executing  the  business  of  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them 
:uch  compensation,  for  their  services  respectively,  as  shall  be 
reasonable,  and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising"  such  other  powers 
and  authorities  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  aliairs 
ot*  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  described,  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances,  of  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  rules,  regu- 
lations, limitations  and  provisions,  shall  form,  and  be,  the  iunda* 
mental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation. 

I.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  each  stockholder  shall  be 
entitled,  shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold 
in  the  proportions  following:  that  is  to  say, — For  one  share  and 
not  more  than  two  shares,  one  vote ;  for  every  two  shares,  above 
two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote;  for  every  four  shares  above 
ten,  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares  above 
thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for  every  eight  shares 
above  sixty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  one  vote;  and  for 
every  ten  shares,  above  one  hundred,  one  vote — But  no  person, 
•copartnership  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  num- 
ber than  thirty  votes.  And  after  the  first  election,  no  share  or 
shares,  shall  confer  a  right  of  suffrage,  which  shall. have  not  been 
holden  three  calender  months  next  previous  to  the  day  of  election. 
Stockholders,  actually  residents  within  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
may  vote  in  elections,  and  such  as  may  be  absent,  by  proxy,  and  all 
other  stockholders  may  vote  by  proxy,  or  in  person  ;  none  but 
stockholders,  being  citizens  of  the  territory,  shall  be  eligible  as 
directors. 

II.  Not  less  than  five  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the 
•transaction  of  business,. of  whom  their  president  shall  always  be 
one,  except  in  cases  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence,  in  which 
case,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  director,  whom  he 
by  writing  under  his  hand  shall  nominate  for  that  purpose. 

III.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who  to- 
gether shall  be  proprietors  of  one  hundred  shares  or  upwards, 
shall  have  power  at  any  time  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the 
.-tockholders  for  purposes  relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least 
tour  weeks  notice  in  some  public  paper  in  St.  Augustine,  where 
the  bank  is  kept,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects of  such  meeting. 

IV.  Every  cashier,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  securities, 
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fO  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  in  a  sum  not  Jess  than  t<% 
thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties. 

V.  Lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be  law- 

GV'hat  j-eul  ^  ^01  tne  sa^  corPorat*on  t0  no^,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be 
ie.su.  e  can  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in  relation  to  the  con- 
be  held,  venient  transacting  of  its  business,  and  such  as  shall  have  been 
bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debt  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its 
dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments,  winch  shall  have 
been  obtained  for  such  debt. 

VI.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  Dond,  bill,  or  note,  or  other  contract, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ever 
and  above  the  sum  then  actually  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe 
keeping,  unless  the  contracting   of  any   greater  debt  shall  have 

idebt^that    ^een  Previ°usly  authorised  by  a  law  of  the  territory.     In  case  of 
ijn».yn  >con    excess  the  directors,   under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen, 
jrractetj-         shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities,, 
and  action  of  debt  may  in  such   cases  be  brought  against  them,, 
or  any  of  them,  their,  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or  admin- 
istrators, in  any  court  of  record  of  the  territory,  by  any  creditor 
or  creditors  of  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant  or  agreement,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
jLiabilitv  of  emPl  tne  sa^  corporation,  or  the  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
aJrec^orV      chatties,  of  the  same  from  being  also  liable  for  and  chargeable 
with  the  said  excess;  such   of  the  said   directors   who  may  have 
been  absent   when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created,  or 
who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or   act  whereby  the 
same  was   so  contracted  or  created,  may  respectively   exonerate 
themselves  from  being  so  liable  by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the 
same,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent,  with  or  before  some  notary 
public,  and  to  the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting,  which  they 
shall  have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose. 

VII.  The  said  corporation  shall  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  deal 
Jfcite  of  in     or  trade  in   any  thing  except    bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver 

bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money 
lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  of  goods  which  shall  be 
the  produce  of  its  lands.  Neither  shall  the  said  corporation  take 
more  than  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum,  for  or  upon 
its  loans  or  discounts. 

VIII.  The  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable  and 
transferable  according  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  tha; 
behalf  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  same, 

IX.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit  under  the  seal  of  said 
corporation,  which  shall  j)C  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  sha'l 
be  assignable  by  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands 


torest. 
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sf  such  person   or  prrson*,    and  oi  his,  her  or  their,   assigns  or 
assignees,    and  so   is    luaoiuteiy  10  transit    Oi  v  st   the  p  ££  Ba5* 

thereof  in  earn   and   every  assignee   or   assignees,   successively, 
an  i  to  enabie  such  assignee  01  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain 
an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her  or  their,    own  name  or  names. — 
And  bills  Oi  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the  saiu  cor- 
p  (ration,  signed   by  the   president,   and   countersigned    by    the 
cashier  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money  to  any  person, 
or  persons,  bis,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to  the  bearer,   though  not 
under  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall   be  binding  and  obliga- 
tory upon  the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  tbrce   and' 
effect,  as  upon  any  private  person,  or  persons,  as  if  issued  by  him 
or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their,  natural,  or  private  capacity,  or  ca-    pnja  p.^_  i 
parities,  and  shall  n    negotiable  and  assignable  in  like  manner  as    b!    obeaj-  | 
if  thev  were  so  issued  by    such  private  person,  or  persons  ;   that   er'  *^c* 
is  to  sav,  Those  which  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons, 
his,  her,  or  their,    order,  shall   be  assignable  by  endorsements  in 
like  manner  and  with  like  effect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now 
are,  and  those  which  are   payable  to  bearer,   shall  be  negotiable 
and  assignable  by  delivery  only. 

X.   Half  yearly    dividends  shall   be  made   of  so   much  of  the    Dividends 
profits  o(  the  said  bank,  as  shall  appear  to  the  directors  advisable,    declared. 
and  once  in  every  three  years  the   directors   shall  lay   before  the 
.-  >ckholders,  at  a  general   meeting,  for  their  information,  an  ex- 
a  \i  and  particular  statement  of  all  the  ariairs  relative  to  the  bank, 
and  divide  the  surplus  profits. 

Sec.  7.   Be  it  further  enacted,  That   no  notes  shall   be  nego- 
tiable at  the  bank,  unless  it  b?  so  expressed  on  the  face. 

Sec  3.  3e  it  further  enacted.  That  after  the  first  election  of 
directors,  they  shaH  be  annually  elected  at  the  *  banking  house, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in  each  year,  by  the  qualified  E-ectIon  *S 
stockholders  of  the  capital  of  said;  bank,  and  by  a  plurality  of 
votes*  then  and  there  actually  given,  according  to  the  scale  of 
voting,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  the 
President,  the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  out  of  the 
Directors  for  the  time  Being,  ond  in  case  of  the  death,'  resigna- 
tion, or  removal  of  a  director,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  a 
majority  of  the  board  of  Directors.  ^ 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  no  director  shall  be  en- 
titled  to  any  emolument  or  salary,    except    the   President   of  the    t;(  n  f0  the 
said  board,  who  may  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  directors,  be  al-    president. 
lowed  a  reasonable  compensation  lor  his  extraordinary  services, 
or  in  the  other  business  thereof. 

Sec.   10.   Be  U  further  enacted,    That  it    shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  and  directors  of  said  bank,  when   required    by  the    Report  to 
legislature  of  the  state  or  territory  of  Florida,  to  render  to  them 
a  statements  f  the  amount  of  specie  actuallv  paid  in  up^u  stock 
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subscribed,  amount  of  bills  issued,  and  amount  due  on  loans,  oj> 
on  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  on  dissolu- 
tion of  said  corporation,  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  by  the 
existing  directors  for  closing  all  the  concerns  of  the  company, 
and  divide  the  capital  and  profits  which  may  remain,  among  the 
stockholders  in  proportion  to  their  respective  interests,  and  it 
shali  be  lawful  for  the  directors  aforesaid,  to  use  the  corporate 
name,  stylo  and  capacity  of  the  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
suits,  for  the  liquidation  of,  and  settlement  of  the  affairs  and  ac- 
counts of  the  corporation,  and  upon  the  sale  or  disposition  of 
their  estate  real,  personal  and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, nor  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  said 
bank,  shall  for,  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  reserve  for  the 
Territory  or  state,  in  which  the  bank  may  be  in  operation,  twenty 
five  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  and  at 
anytime  the  legislature  of  the  state  or  territory  shall  have  the 
aforesaid  twenty  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital  stock,  or 
any  part  thereof  subscribed  for ;  then  the  governor  of  the  state 
or  territory,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  numher  ot"  directors, 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  shares,  held  by  the  territon  or 
state  in  said  bank,  and  the  stockholders  shall  at  the  next  annua! 
election,  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  residue  of  the  directors, 
as  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  and  di- 
rectors, shall  not  at  any  time  be  authorized  to  issue  a  greater 
amount  than  three  times  the  actual  amount  of  capital  paid  in. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  or  persons, 
who  may  fail  to  pay  for  stock  by  them  subscribed,  when  the  in- 
stalments become  due,  the  President  and  directors  may  pass  an 
order,  forfeiting  all  payment,  or  payments,  that  may  have  been 
made  on  such  stock,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, or  otherwise,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  transfer  such  stock 
to  the  purchaser  ;  the  proceeds  of  the  stock  forfeited  after  paying 
such  expenses  as  may  accrue,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
corporation;  and  if  it  should  happen  at  any  time,  that  the  elec-' 
tion  of  directors  should  not  take  place  on  the  day  provided  for 
electing  them,  the  president  and  directors  for  the  time  being,  shall 
appoint  a  day  for  that  purpose,  within  ten  days  thereafter. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  each  and  every  of  the  stockholders,  shall  be  pledged  and 
bound  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  shares  held  by  each,  in  his, 
or  her  natural,  private  and  individual  capacity,  for  the  ultimate 
redemption  of  the  bills  or  notes  issued  by,  or  from  said  bank, 
during  the  time  he,  or  sh"  may  hold  such  stock. 

Sec.  16.  Beit  further  enacted \  That  said  bank  stock  shall. 
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pTiy  the  ?nme  rate  of  tax  as  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  imposed 
r>a  the  >tock  or  proiirs  of  other  banks  in  this  Territory. 
Passed,  /Ax.  31,  1831. 

[Rejected,  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  2,  1831. 

Reconsidered  by  the  Council  Feb.  2, 1831,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  ruaiontyv 


An  ACT  for  the  relief  of  L.  M.  Stone. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Territorial  Treasurer  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorised  to  draw  upon  Pardon  C.  Greene,  late 
Auctioneer  at  Key  West,  a  draft  in  favor  of  Lackland  M.  Stone, 
for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  four  dollars  sixty  seven  cents, 
in  compensation  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Lackland  M. 
Stone,  in  the  keeping1  and  maintainance  of  certain  prisoners  con- 
fined at  Kev  West. 

Sec.  3.  YSe  it  further  enacted,,  That  the  Treasurer,  on  re- 
ceiving satisfactory  evidence  of  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum 
to  Lackland  M.  Stone,  shall  be  authorised  to  credit  the  account 
due  the  Territory  of  Florida  by  Pardon  C.  Green,  on  -account  of 
gales  by  him,  as  auctioneer  aforesaid,  with  the  sum  so  paid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  draft  thus  given  by 
the  Treasurer,  shall  be  taken  and  received  as  a  full  liquidation  of 
said  demand  acainst  the  Territory. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  law  shall  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Passed,  Feb.  11,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831. 


An  ACT  concerning  the  hireing  of  Slaves. 

f.  % 

%An  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  slave 
qr  slaves,  shall  or  may  be  hired  out,  within  this  Territory,  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  be  liable  and  compellable'  in  law, 
to  pay  such  medical  aid  and  services,  as  may  be  necessary  to  said 
slave  or  slaves.  '-JT 

5  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force 
from  the  first  dav  of  March,    1 

Passed,  Feb.  3,  1831,  **  [Approved,  Feb.  7,  1831, 
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An  ACT  to  provide  forthe  co-npc  sa.  o  i  of  the  Officers  of  the  Legislative  Cczz 
cil — and  foroiL-erpu  po--   . 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
th  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  following  sums  be  allowed 
to  the  clerks  and  other  officers  of  th-'  legislative  council,  ami  lor 
the  contingent  expenses  incui-red  fi  v  the  use  of  the  same,  viz: 

To  John  K.  Campbell,  chief  clerk  of  this  house,  the  sun.  of 
four  hundred  dollars. 

To  John  Gray  jr.,  engrossing-  and  enrolling  clerk,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  dollars,  eighty-four  cents. 

To  William  J.  Mills,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars,  sixty-nine  cents. 

To  Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars; 

To  William  McRea,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

To  George  S.  Hawkins,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

To  John  W.  Robarts,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

To  James  Hughes,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars. 

To  John  M.  Fontane,  engrossing  and  enrolling  clerk,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

To  James  Bryan,  jr.,  for  his  services  as  sergeant  at  arms,  for 
chairs,  fuel,  for  the  council  and  clerks,  and  for  servant  hire,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

To  Simeon  Dill,  for  his  services  as  door-keeper,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

To  John  K.  Campbell,  for  his  account  for  stationary  and  can- 
dles, furnished  the  members  and  clerks  of  the  council,  one  hun- 
dred ami  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

To  Thomas  Brown,  for  rent  of  room  two  days,  ten  dollars. 

To  James  Hughes,  secretary  of  Masonic  Lodge,  for  rent  of 
Masonic  Hall,  thirty-nine  days,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dolls* 

To  John  Laudaman,  for  repairs  of  furniture,  fifty  dollars. 

To  Gibson  &  Smith,  for  printing  done  for  this  house  at  the 
present  session,  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  governor  of  this  ter- 
ritory be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  certify  the  accounts  for 
the  bpforementioned  claims  to  the  general  government. 

Passed,  Feb.  13, 183L  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  city  of  F?rnnndinfh 

Sec.  1.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
»f  the   Territory  of  Florida,  That  al]  the  free  white  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  Amelia  Island,  known  by  the  name  of  Fernandina, 
and  comprehended,  within  a  line  beginning-  at  a  point  on  the  east 
bank  of  Amelia  river,  and  due  west  of  the  centre  of  the  old  re- 
doubt, or  Water  Battery  of  said  city  ;  thence  southwardly  along; 
the  eastern  bank  of  said  Amelia  river,    fourteen   hundred  vards ; 
thence  along  a  section  of  a  circle,  whose  radius  is  fourteen  hun- 
dred yards  distant  from  the  said   point  of  beginning,    to  a  point 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  said  Amelia   river;  and   thence  south- 
wardly along;  the  eastern  bank  of  the  said    Amelia  river,    to  the 
point  of  beginning — and  their  successors  be,  and  are  hereby  de* 
clared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  city  of  Fernandina,  with  all  the  rights,    liberties,  privile- 
ges, powers  and  authorities  incident  to,  and  appertaining  to  a  cor- 
poration, body  politic,  or  natural  person,  and   by  the   said  name 
and  style,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be    impleaded,    hold, 
possess  and  enjoy,  real  estate,  and  personal  property,  and  dispose 
of,  and  transfer  the  same,    and  so    dispose  of,  and  manage   the 
funds  of  said  city,  as  shall  be  most  beneficial  to  the  interests  thereof. 
Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That   the  government  of  the 
said  city  shall  be  vested  in  a  person,  to  be  called  the  mayor,  and 
four  aldermen,  to  compose  a  council  for  the  management   of  the 
affairs  of  the  city.     The  said  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  elect- 
ed annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  from  amongst  such  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  said  city  hereby  incorporated,  as  shall  have 
resided  within  the  limits  thereof,  at  least  one  year,   and   shall   be 
housekeepers  therein. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  council  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  pass  all  laws  and  ordinances,  that  may  be 
necessary  and  expedient  for  the  good   government  of  said   city, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  morals;  Provided,  that  they 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  power  hereby  granted,  and  prohibit   and   punish 
offences  against  the  public  peace:  Provided,  no  law  or  ordinance 
in  this  respect,  shall  be  inconsistent  with  any  law  of  this  Territory. 
They  shall  especially  have  power  to  regulate,  improve,  alter  and 
extend  the  streets,  lanes,  avenues  and  public  squares,  and  to  open 
new  streets,    and   cause   encroachments,    obstructions,    decayed 
buildings,  and  old  ruins  to  be  removed,   making   the   parties  in- 
jured by  any  improvements  a  just  compensation,  and  charging  up- 
on those  benefitted,  a  reasonable  assessment,  to  be  ascertained  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  or  by  a  jury 
of  twelve  men,  to  be  organized  in  such  manner,  as  by  ordinance 
the  said  council  may  provide.     They    shall  have    power  to    pre- 
vent and  abate  nuisances,  to  order  and  compel  the  owners  or  oo 
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^ftpants  of  lots  upon  which  pools  of  water  are,  or  are  likely  to- 
accumulate,  to  fill  them  up :  regulate  and  compel  parties  by  or* 
dinances,  or  otherwise,  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  partition  fen- 
ces, and  may  pass  all  laws  and  ordinances,  that  may  be  necessary 
to  preserve  the  public  health.  They  shall  have  authority  to  guard 
against  the  introduction  of  infections,  or  malignant  diseases,  and 
for  this  purpose  may  prohibit,  or  regulate  the  ingress,  or  ap- 
proach of  vessels  into  the  waters  of  the  harbor,  and  whenever 
necessary,  may  compel  them,  under  fixed  and  certain  penalties, 
to  perform  quarantine,  and  observe  such  other  rules  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  the  said  council  may  seem  proper  by  ordinance  to 
establish.  They  may  appoint  pilots  for  the  bar  and  harbor,  and 
pass  all  necessary  laws  for  their  government,  construct  wharves, 
keys  and  docks,  and  regulate  wharfage,  dockage  and  the  mooring 
end  anchoring  vessels,  erect  bridges  and  ferries,  and  establish  the 
rates  of  ferriage  and  tolls.  They  may  erect  all  necessary  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  dispose  of  the  same  as  the  interests  of  the  city 
may  require,  and  make  and  sink  wells,  erect  pumps,  dry  drains, 
and  do  and  perform  all  such  other  act  or  acts,  as  shall  seem  ne- 
cessary, and  be  best  adapted  to  the  improvement  and  general  in- 
terests of  the  city — and  pass  all  necessary  laws,  to  guard  against 
fires,  and  to  ensure  the  sweeping  of  chimneys :  they  may  establish 
and  regulate  markets,  and  require  all  persons  bringing  fresh  pro- 
Visions  into  the  city,  to  exhibit  them  for  sale,  at  proper  market 
hours — establish  and  regulate  the  weight  and  assize  of  bread — 
the  inspection  of  provisions  or  other  produce,  (being  of  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  tins  Territory)  that  may  be  brought  in  said 
city  for  sale,  or  which  may  be  sent  from  it — the  guaging  of  li- 
quors— the  measuring  or  weighing  of  any  articles  of  produce  or 
merchandize,  and  the  storing  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval  and 
military  stores,  not  the  property  of  the  United  States.  They 
shall  have  power  to  tax  auctioneers,  and  license  and  tax  retailers 
of  goods,  and  liquors,  hawkers,  pedlars,  tavern  and  public  board- 
ing house  keepers,  hackney  carriages,  carts  and  drays,  restrain 
lotteries,  tippling  houses,  gaming  nouses,  houses  of  ill  fame,  and 
theatrical  or  other  public  exhibitions,  suppress  riots  and  disorderly 
assemblies,  and  may  provide  for  the  punishment  of  all  persons 
guilty  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  by 
fine  and  imprisonment,  Provided,  the  fine  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
five  dollars,  and  the  imprisonment  five  days. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted%  That  the  said  city  council  shall 
further  have  power  and  authority,  to  provide  by  tax  or  otherwise, 
rtjepoor.r  a  ^unc*  *°r  tne  support  the  of  poor,  the  infirm,  the  diseased,  and 
insane :  to  establish  public  schools  and  provide  for  their  main- 
tainance,  and  to  organize  patrols,  and  provide  fer  the  punishment 
of  negroes  and  persons  of  color. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  said  council  shall 
have  power  to  assess,  levy  and  enforce  the  collection  of  all  suclj. 
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taxes  and  other  impositions,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  government  of  said  city,  and  the  improvement  thereof  : 
Provided,  that  no  higher  rate  of  tax  shall  be  levied  upon  real  es- 
tate, than  one  half  of  one  per  cent  on  the  assessed  value  thereof, 
to  be  determined  by^  assessors  chosen  in  such  manner  as  said 
council  may  provide :  and  the  said  taxes  to  be  collected  by  dis- 
tress and  sale,  after  default  shall  be  made  in  the  payment  thereof, 
in  the  most  convenient  and  least  expensive  and  oppressive  way,  as 
to  said  mayor  and  alderman  shall  be  deemed  expedient — and  the 
said  council  shall*  have  power,  further,  to  provide  for  the  trial  of 
all  offences  that  may  arise  under  'the  ordinances  of  said  city,  and 
shall  enforce  the  collection  oF  aU  fines  Ampl  penalties,  that  may 
arise  as  aforesaiH,*in  such  manner  as%  saifl  council  by  ordinance 
shall  provide.  / 

Sec.  &. "Bjj  it  further  enacted,'  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  mayor,  to  see  that  the  ordinances  of  tbe  city  are  faithfully  ex-  Duties  c 
ecuted,  recommend  for  appointment  all  necessary  city  officers,  tie  iUd> 
and  report  and  cause  their  removal  whenever  by  negligence,  or 
misconduct^the  interests  of  the  cit\  may.  require  it.'  He  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  antl  propose  such  measures 
as  he  shall  think  important  to  the  public  interests,  but  shall  only 
b^jghtitled  to  a  casting  vote,  and  hV  shall  have  power  to  conyene 
the  board,  whenever  itmay  be  deemed  necessary^.  H$  shall  have, 
possess,  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  duties,  and  privileges 
of  <a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Sec.  7.  Ben  further  enacted,  That  the  mayor  arit^  "two  al- 
dermen shall  form  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of.  |]L  business ; 
they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  their  absent  members,  under 
such  pains  and  penalties,. as  by  rules  may  be  prescribed;  judge 
of  the  qualifications  of  members,  and  of  the  sufficiency,  correct- 
ness or  regularity^Of  election /eturns,  settle  their,  own  rules  of  Quonm 
proceeding,  and.npon^the  recommendation  of  the'm.Syor,  appoint 
and  remove  all  officers/and  fix  their  compensation,  and  establish 
such^fees  as  may,  vor  ought  to  bo  allowed,  for  such  service*,  as  may 
be  required  of  thenV:  their  meetings  shall  be  public,^  and  they 
shall  cause  a  journal  of  their  proceedings  to  be  kept  and  regu- 
larly authenticated-  by  the  signature  of  the  mayor  and  clerk, 
which  shall  be  kept^pen  for  the  inspection  of  all  who  may  be 
interested  in' the  proceedings  of  said  council.  The  yeas# and  nays 
upon  any  question  shall  be  entered  upon  their  journals,  opon  a 
call  of  any  two  members:  they  shall  make  public  all  their  ordi- 
nances, and  resolutions,  before  they  shall  have  force  and  efficacy, 
by  publishing  them  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city,  or  by 
posting  written  copies  thereof,  in  three  or  more  public  places,  if 
none  be  published  therein. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That^all  white  male  inhabitants 
of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  over,  who  shall  have  resided 
within  the  said  city,  at  least  twelve  months  immediately  preceding, 
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tfie  day  of  election,  stall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  mayor  and  aV 
dermen,  they  being-  citizens  of  the  United  States — all  votes  shall- 
be  given  by  ballot. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  elections  shall  be  con* 

J3.e-tion<  thiaed  by  three  inspectors,  to  be  appointed  at  least  two  weeks  be- 
tore  the  day  of  election,  by  the  mayor ;  the  said  mayor  shall  also 
appoint  the  place  of  holding-  the  election,  and  give  public  notice 
thereof,  for  the  like  period  of  time. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  inspectors  shall 
be  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 

inspectors.  Qf  tnem>  or  anv  nvo  ~0f  them,  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  for 
holding  the  election,  to  open  the  poll  for  the  reception  of  votes, 
an  i  to  cause  the  names  of  yoter^fo  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be 
,  kept  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be  deposited  at  the  close  of 
each  election,v^unongst  the  archives  of  the  corporation :  the  poll 
shall  open  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  close-atfive  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon," after  which  the  inspectors  shall  proceed  to  count 
the  votes,  and  declare  the  persons  elected,  as  mayor  and  alderraeiir 
and  make  out  a  written  Certificate  thereof,  at  the  foot  of  the  poll 
list,  and  deliver  a  copy  to  the  mayor  elect,  who  upon  receipt  there- 
of, snail  signify  his  acceptance  or  refusal. 

Sec.  11.  Be  if  further  enacted,  Tbat  if  the  said  mayor  elect, 
snail  signify  his  acceptance  of  said  office,  the  majfor  shall  as  soon 
as  practicable^  at  any  time  within  five  days',  assemble  the  board, 
and  in  their  presence  administer  tojiim  the  following  oath  : — *;T, 

v    •'  AyB  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm)  mat  JL  will  to  the  utmost     f 

my  power,  support,  advance  and  defend  tnV  interests,  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  city  of  J^ernandina,  and  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties'"  of  mayor  of  said  city,  during  my  continuance  in  ofhec  ; 
audi  do  further  swear,  that  I  \vi}L  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States/'  and  the  mayor  elect,  upon  being  thus  qualified, 
shall  then  administer  the  like  oath  to  the  aldermen  elect,  -and 
thereupon  the  duties  ofv  die  former  noartLsJjaU  cease.  ( 

Sec.   12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That^if  ttie  mayor'elect,    or 

Vacancies  ailV  of  *he  aldermen  shall  declined  accept  'the  office,,  to  which 
he  or  they  may  have  been  elected,  or  if  accepting,  any,  or  either 
of  them  shall,not  qualify  by  taking  the  prescribed  oaths  within 
five  daysy'that  then  the  mayor  in  office,  or  the  person  exercising 
the  duties  thereof,  shall  by  proclamation,  direct  an  election  to  be 
held,  for  supplying  such  seats  in  tliejboard,  as  may  be  vacant, 
giving  at  least  one  week's  notice  thereof ;  designating  at  the  same 
time,  the  persons  appointed  to  superintend  and  conduct  the  said 
election. 

Sec.  13.   Be  it further  enacted, ;  That  if  the  office  of  mayor,  or 

ftew  eiec    any  aldermen  shall  at  any  time  become  vacant  by    death,   resig- 

*&**•  nation,  removal  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the   mayor, 

or  the  person  exercising  the  duties  of  mayor,  agreeably  to  this 
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act,  in  like  manner  is  is  provided  in  the  preredincr  section,  to  or- 
der i  t  'v.-i"        ita  fill  such  vacancy  o.-  vacancy  -. 

Jec.  14.  B'i  it  farther  enacted,  That  :he  mayor  and  alder- 
men now  in  oiiice,  shall  be  continued  therein,  until  the  next  regu- 
lar period  of  election,  and  if  from  any  circumstance,  an  election 
should  not  be  held  on  the  regular  day  of  election,  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  then  in  orfice  shall  be  continued  therein,  until  others 
ehall  be  elected  and  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  15.    Be  it  furth  r  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled,  "an  act  ■ 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Fernandina."    approved  January   1st    Actofl? 
1325,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  but  all  laws,  ordinances'  rfcPeaied 
and  resolves,  in  force  at  the  repeal  of  said   aet,\>hail   continue  to 
be  in  force,  until  altered,  amended or.repealed,  and  all  fines,  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures,  thai  have  accrued  Aider  said    acts,    be    re- 
covered in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  said  act  hereby  repealed, 
was  still  in  ibrce.  •*,  *^ 

Sec.  16.  Att.l  be  it  further  ejiar.ted,  That  this  act  shall  have 
effect  from  the  time  of  the  publication  thereof^  x 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1331.  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1S31* 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  entitled  the  "Leon  Ra'lWay  Comgaay." 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  fStcted  by  the  Governor  aivi  Legislative  Council 
of  *T<>  Territory  of  Fhmda,  That  Henrv  Bona,  Robert  Y# 
WeMford,  Robert  ♦V.1\VilHam^,  Isham  li. .rflarcy,  John  Jj  Garey  , 
aadrT  nomas  Brown,' and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  receive  i 
int>  their  company,,  and  their  hejrs>  successors  and  assigns,  are 
hereby  created,  consumed  and  ordained,  and  forever  shall  he  a 
b.*<iv  politic,  bytjae  iiame  ancF  style.of  the  "  Leon  Rail  Way 
(Jo  loiiiv,"  and  by4- such  xprpbr  ate  name  shall'be- capable  in  law' 
t  I  ouy„  purchase,  LwIj^nbTeonvey^both  rear' anof  phonal  estate, 
so  vtt  as  the  samjsidSHk^'rfecessary  for  m& purposes  y£  affecting 
theSefcje^t  of  the  iii«oroorafiqn>Bereby  created  ;  to  <$n*r»ct  and 
be  contracted  with',\ue«nd  be  saed,' to  plead  and  be.impleaded, 
to  have  and  use  a  cx^mjrrj»  sealv  and  the^ame  to  alter  and  renew 
\rtien  they  may  deem^t  necetsarjjjror  expedient;  and  to  do  and 
perform  all  other  lawful  act<  and  things  incident  and-pertinem  to 
a  corporate  body  and'wh^ch  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  jthe 
convenient  transaction  of  Ats  aflairs :  Provided,  nothing,,  herein 
contained  shall  authorise  me  company  to  is%e  notes  or  .bills  of 
credit,  or  in  any  way  to  exercise  banking  powers. 

Seju  2*.v  Be  it-furiner  enacted?  That  the  said  company  shall 
have  power  to  enact  a  code  ofc. -by-laws  for  its  government,  which 
said  laws  shall  be  valid  and  operative  in  all  cases:  Provided,  b^id 
laws  n re  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
<rf  this  tqrritory .  r*  *+>' 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shall 
at  such  tiiiie  and  place,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  may 
in  their  by-laws  prescribe,  hold  annually  an  election  for  a  presi- 
dent, and  as  many  directors  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  said  company,  and  the  said  president  and 
directors,  when  elected,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  subor- 
dinate officers  and  agents  as  may  be  necessary,  and  shall  be  ca- 
pable of  exercising  such  powers  and  authority  ior  the  well  gov- 
ernment and  good  order  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  company,  as  to 
them  shall  appear  conducive  to  its  interests  and  the  public  good. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it.  further  enacted,  Tha\  the  stock  of  said  com- 
pany shall  be  divided  into  as  many  shares  as  the  said  company, 
by  its  by-laws,  shall  direct,  and  the  scale  of  suffrage  shall  in  like 
manner  be  regulated;  and  when  necessary,  it  shall  be  lawful  ibr 
the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  may  determine  on,  shall  open,  or  cause  to  be  opened, 
books  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  subscriptions  for  the  capital 
of  said  company,  by  instalments  or  otherwise:  Provided,  the 
same  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  necessary  for  the  completion  and 
continuance  of  the  objects  of  said  company. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shali 
have  the  right,  and  the  same  is  hereby  fully  granted  to  them,  to 
construct  a  Rail  Way  for  the  transportation  of  produce,  goods, 
merchandize,  and  all  other  articles  whatsoever,  and  lor  all 
other  useful  purposes,  from  the  city  of  Tallahassee  to  Fort  St, 
Marks,  or  to  any  pcynt  or  place  on  the  river  St.  Marks,  or  Wa- 
cuila,  and  for  this  purpose  they  may  commence  their  work  at  any 
point  or  place  in  or  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  which 
may  be  best  suited  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  object,  and 
pursuing  such  course  and  direction  with  ttfe  same  as  may  be 
deemed,  most  advantageous  by  the. president j,and  directors  of  the 
said  company :  Provided,  the  said  company  shall  at  all  times 
keep  suitable  and  convenient  fixtures  foryeTiicles  of  every  kind 
to  cross  said  rail  road  wherever  it  may  be  necessary  for  county  or 
neighborhood  roads  to  cross  the  same  ^.-and,  in  no  waysto  inter- 
fere with  the  present  established  roads  without  the  like  fixtures, 
or  as  convenient  a  road  at  the  expense  of  said  company. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  constructing  the  said 
rail  way,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company,  by  its 
president  and  directors  thereof,  or  by  its  proper  authority,  to  enter 
upon  and  take  possession  of  any  land  whatsoever,  which  may  be 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  work  contemplated  by  this 
act :  Provided,  that  no  land  owned  by  private  individuals  shall 
be  taken  and  appropriated  to  the  purposes  aforesaid  without  ade* 
quate  compensation. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or  their  pro- 
perly constituted  agent,  to  take  from  any  land   most  convenient 
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to  said  rail  way.  at  all  times,  such  timber,  stone,  or  other  mate- 
rials,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of,  "and  keeping 
in  repair,  the  said  rail  way  :     Provided,  that  nothing  belonging 

private  individuals  shall  be  taken  without  adequate  compensa- 
tion, to  be  determined  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  S.   Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall  become 
necessary    for  the  said  company   to   take  possession   of,  and  use 
any  land,  timber,  stone,  or  other  materials,  owned  by  private  in- 
dividuals, for  the  route  or  site  of  said  work,  or  for  the  construe- 
t,  m  and  keeping  in   repair  the    same   works,  or  any  part  thereof, 
and  if  the  parties  do  not  agree  on  the  value  of  the  same,  it  shall " 
and    may  be  lawful   for  the   president  and  directors  of  the   said    Writ  of  ad 
company,  or  their  properly  constituted  agent,  on  giving  ten  days    q,ia  *  tiam- 
notice  at  least  in  writing  to  the  party  owning  the  sagae,  or  to  his,    num' 
her,  or  their  accent,  to  apply  to  the  judge   of  the  county  or  supe- 
rior court  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  directed  to  the  sheriff, 
marshal,    or  other  officer,    to  -  summon    five  disinterested   nouse- 
holcjgrs    of  lawful  age,  to  meet   and  value    the  said  property  on 
oath  to  be  administered  by  the  judge,  marshal,   shen/r',  or  other 
officer  summoning'  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to   attend  in 
person  the   said  inquest,   and  receive   their    report;  andVaJso  to      J* 
receive  from  the  said  president  and  directors,*  or  their  agents,  die 
sum  or  sums  of  money   awarded  by  the  persons  sumnibned,  as' 
aforesaid,  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled^ 
to  receive  it,  and  to  take  an  -acquittal  or  a  refusal  for  tht  same, 
on  tender  of  the  sum  awarded  to  the  party  entitled  to  .recsive'k. 
or  to  his,  her,  or»their  agents  or  attorneys ;  it  shall  be.  lawful  fur 
the  said  company  to  take  possession  of,  .and  use  such  landj  timber, 
stone  and  other  materials,  but' all  the5  expenses  and  cost  Incurred 
by  the  writ  of  ad  quod' damnum  shall  'be  paid  by  die,  president .„  * 
and  directors  of   sak^company :    Provided,  that-thg  apj*r%isers. 
shall  not  be  allowed  mpre.thanF  one*  dollar  each^peraaj^while  en- 
gaged in  such  duties.    .,  ^jjH^  f-      "■'**•    ";    4*!*h?. . '**  *|    '*  'W 

£eom9.  JBc  it  further  enacted,^  3Ehat  aM  prorp^rtysoCtsessed ... 
and  paid  for  by  the  pifcsieterit  an(^ directors  of, 'aid  company,  or*  R^ht  ol ', 
their  agents,  a$*€£&ble, to  tfje  provisions ' of 4 this  act,  and -all  d£-'  Pr"Peil> 
nations  made  tft 'and  for  iJie'sauM^ahaJl  ferevej  ai^erwards"belong ,     JT 
to,  and  become  the  property  oFtiie*  aid  company ,*tb|faheia,. 
urcessors  and  assigns,  in  fge  jfmiple,^  in  proportion  t6  jtie sharesj. f 
owned  respectively.  t  *    *'  *£* 

Sec.  10.  J}e  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of 
the  president' and  directors  of   the    said  company,  to  commence    When  to  •' 
the  work  for  the  construction, of  the^aicHtail  way  witliin  the  pe-    commencc 
riod  of  ?fro  years,  from  and  aftei\the  passage  of  this  act,  other- 
wise this  charter  to  be" null  and  void.  fir'[  **^*»  j* . 

Sec.  11.,  Be  it  further  efidetcd,  That  the  said  cpmpany  shall 
have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  cdnvtnfctuig  a  rail  way,  or  rail 
"ays,   from'some  ponU  at,   or   adjacent  to,  Tallahassee  to  St. 
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Marks,  or  to  any  point  or  place  on  the  W-»cil!a,  St.  Marks,  an<3 
ApaJachi.  rivers,  for  and  during  the  period  oi'  twenty  years  from 
5*r>r.  e  and  after  the  completion  thereof:  Provide:!,  that  the  said  com- 
jpriviicge.  pany  shall  complete,  or  cause  to  be  complete  I  the  said  rail  way 
within  live  year?  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  ace,  and  shall 
ke»p  ihe  said  rail  way  in  good  and  complete  repair  during  thr 
period  of  twenty  years  aforesaid. 

Sec.  1%.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  shareholder  of  the 
said  company,  may  and  shall  have  the  right  to  dispose  of,  and 
transfer  his,  or  her  interests,  in  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
tracer!'  an  v  otner  person,  or  persons,  but  the  stock  of  the  said  company 
and  all  the  property  belonging-  thereto,  or  which  may  from  time 
to  time  be  acquired  by  the  said  company,  shall  be  held  jointly 
and  not  seperatelv  :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
sh  \\\  be  construed  as  to  prevent  the  members  of  said  company 
from  using  the  profits  and'dividends  which  may  be  declared  upo« 
the  said  stock,  to  his,  or  her,  individual  purposes. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  di- 
rectors, of  said  company,  shall  have  a  right  to  demand  and  re«* 
ceive  such  tolls  and  fees  for  the  transportation  of  goods,  wares5 
merchandize,  produce,  and  other  articles  m  said  rail  way,  as  may 
be,  from  time  to  time,  established  by  the  by-laws  of  said  company : 
Pi'ovided,  that  the  tolls  or  fees  shall  not  at  any  time -be  increased 
by  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  without  public 
Colls,  &c  nCrtjce  ^u]v  pven  5  and  the  said  company  shall  continue  to  re~ 
ceive  such  tolls  and  fees,  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  established 
by.  its  by-laws,  so  long  as  said  rail  way  shall  be  kept  in  sufficient 
order  and  repair  by  the  said,  company,  their,  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns^  for  the  transportation  aforesaid,  and^all  produce,  goods,, 
wares,  merchandize^and  other  articles,  andnnings,  transported 
or  conveyed  on  the  said  rail  way,  shall  be  liable  for  the  tolls  and 
fees  with  which  they  may  be  respectively-chargeable,  and  may  be 
detained  until  the  same  be  paid  and  discharged:  Provided,  that 
the  toll  for  the  transportation  of  country  produce,  goods,  wares* 
and  merchandize,  to  and  Yrom  Tallahassee  to  St.  Marks,  or  to 
any  point  on  the  St.  Marks  a#d  l^aculla  rivers,  shall  not  exceed 
twelve-and-a-nalf  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds. 

Sec.  1 4.  Be  it  further  enacted  That  the  rate  of  toll  upon 
said  rail  road  shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  corporation 
hereby- created :  Provided,  however,  that  the  said  company  shall 
appoint  a  treasurer,  who  shall  take  an  oath  to  lveep  a  true  account 
of  all  monies  received  as  toll ;  a  strict  account  shall  also  be  kept 
by  said  company  of  all  the  money  vested  in  the  constructing  of 
said  rail  road,  as  well  as  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses ;  andLalso  of  the  sums  received  from  time  to 
time  as  tojl;  and  the  books  of  said  company  shall  always  bi> 
open  for  the  inspection  of  the  legislative  council., 
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Sec.   15.    And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  niter  the  amount 
of  money  vested  in   the  construction   of  said  rail  road,  together 
with  all  monies  expended  in  repairs,  and  other  contingencies,   be    Topayini 
refunded  to   said   company  by    the  distribution   of  dividends  as    treaswy. 
hereinbefore    provided  for,    together  with   twelve-and-a-half  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  amount  of  capital   stock,  then   the  said  com- 
pany shall  thereafter  pay  over  to  the  territorial  treasurer,  annual- 
ly, the  whole  amount  of  money  received    for  toll   on  said   road, 
after   deducting  therefrom  all  the  expenditures  incurred  by   said 
company  in  keeping  said  road  in  repair,  and  in  paying  their  of- 
ficers, together  with  ten  per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  the  copi^ 
tal  stock  of  said  company  ;   which  ten  per  cent,  shall  be  paid  over 
10  the  stockholders  as  a  dividend,  should  the  nett  profits  amount 
to  that  sum. 

Passed  Feb.  9,1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  11,  1831. 

Iteconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  11, 1831,  and  passed  by  a  requisite  majority. 


An  ACT  concerning  the  hireing  of  Slaves 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and   Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  in  all  cases    where  any  slave  * 

or  slaves,  shall  or  may  be  hired  out,  within  this  Territory,  the  Masters  tc  } 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  be  liable  and  compellable  in  law,  pa,y  med,V  ! 
to  pay  such  medical  aid  and  services,  as  may  be  necessary  to  said  "*  i 

slave  or  slaves. 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force 
from  the  first  day  of  March. 

Passed,  Feb.  3,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  7,  183K 


\ 


M      ' 


An  ACT  concerning  the  county  seat  of  Jackson  count)'. 

">' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens   of    t 
Jackson  county,  entitled  to  vote  for    members    of  the  legislative    ' ^J1"",^9 
council,  at  the  next  annual    election  for   said  members,  to   elect   ed,  &c. 
from  each  election  precinct  in  said  county,  a  commissioner,    and 
the  said  commissioner  so  elected,  shall  report  to   the  next  legisla- 
ture, the  expediency  of  removing  the  county  seat  of  said  county, 
and  the;  place  selected  by  them,  to  enable  the  next  legislative  coun- 
cil, to  make  a  location' in  conformity  with  the  laws    of  Congress, 
and  the  usages  of  the  territory  in  such  cases. 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  12,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  city  of  St.  Augnsike, 

Sec.  I .   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  the  free  white  inhabitants 
Town  in-     residing-  within  the  limits  of  a  line  drawn  east  and  west,  com- 
corporat&d    mencing  at  low  water  mark  on  the  North  Beach,  and  running 
west  to  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  so  as  to  include  Bar  creek ;  thence 
along  the  western  shore  of  said   river  to  its  mouth  ;  thence  east 
to  the  eastern  edge  of  the  southern  sand  bank,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour;  thence  north  to  intersect  the  first  line  on  the  north 
beach  at  low  water  mark;  and  their  successors  be,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  with  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privile- 
ges, powers  and  authorities  incident  to,  and  appertaining  to  a  cor- 
poration, body  politic,  or  natural  person,  and   by  the   said  name 
and  style,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be    impleaded,    hold, 
possess  and  enjoy,  real  estate,  and  personal  property,  and  dispose 
of,  and  transfer  the  same,    and  so    dispose   of,  and  manage   the 
funds  of  said  city,  as  shall  be  most  beneficial  to  the  interests  thereof. 
Sec;  2*   Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  government   of  the 
Mayor  and    sa^  cnY  shall  be  vested  in  a  person,  to  be  called  the  mayor,  and 
aldermen,     four  aldermen,  to  compose  a  council  for  the  management    of  the 
affairs  of  the  city.     The  said  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  elect- 
ed annually  on  the  second  Monday  of  November,  from  amongst 
the  qualified  voters  of  said  city. 

Sec.  3.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  said  council  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  pass  all  laws  and  ordinances,  that  may  be 
necessary  and  expedient  for  the  good  government  of  said  city> 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  morals ;  Provided,  that  they 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  power  hereby  granted,  and  prohibit  and  punish 
Bye-laws*  offences  against  the  public  peace:  Provided,  no  law  or  ordinance 
in  this  respect,  shall  be  inconsistent  with  any  law  of  this  Territory. 
They  shall  especially  have  power  to  regulate,  improve,  alter  and 
extend  the  streets,  lanes,  avenues  and  public  squares,  and  to  open 
new  streets,  and  cause  encroachments,  obstructions,  decayed 
buildings,  and  old  ruins  to  be  removed,  making  the  parties  in- 
jured by  any  improvements  a  just  compensation,  and  charging  up- 
cm  those  benefitted,  a  reasonable  assessment,  to  be  ascertained  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  or  by  a  jury 
of  twelve  men,  to  be  organized  in  such  manner,  as  by  ordinance 
the  said  council  may  provide.  They  shall  have  power  to  pre- 
vent and  abate  nuisances,  to  order  and  compel  the  owners  or  oe* 
cupants  of  lots  upon  which  pools  of  water  are,  or  are  likely  to 
accumulate,  to  fill  them  up  :  regulate  and  compel  parties  by  or- 
dinances, or  otherwise,  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  partition  fen- 
ces, and  may  pass  all  laws  and  ordinances,  that  may  be  necessary 
to  preserve  the  public  health.  They  shall  have  authority  to  guard 
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gainst  the  introduction  of  infections,  or  malignant  diseases,  an4 
r  this  purpose  may  prohibit,  or  regulate  the  ingress,  or  ap- 
proach of  vessels  into  the  waters  of  the  harbor,  and  whenever 
iiecessary,  may  compel  them,  under  tixed  and  certain  penalties, 
to  perform  quarantine,  and  observe  such  other  rules  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  the  said  council  may  seem  proper  by  ordinance  to 
establish.  They  may  appoint  pilots  for  the  bar  and  harbor,  and 
pass  ail  necessary  laws  for  their  government,  construct  wharves, 
keys  and  docks,  and  regulate  wharfage,  dockage  and  the  mooring 
and  anchoring  vessels,  erect  bridges  and  ferries,  and  establish  the 
rates  of  ferriage  and  tolls.  They  may  erect  all  necessary  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  dispose  of  the  same  as  the  interests  of  the  city 
may  require,  and  make  and  sink  wells,  erect  pumps,  dig  drains, 
and  do  and  perform  all  such  other  act  or  acts,  as  shall  seem  ne- 
cessary, and  be  best  adapted  to  the  improvement  and  general  in- 
terests of  the  city — and  pass  all  necessary  laws,  to  guard  against 
fires,  and  to  ensure  the  sweeping  oi  chimneys :  they  may  establish 
and  regulate  markets,  and  require  all  persons  bringing  lresh  pro- 
visions into  the  city,  to  exhibit  them  for  sale,  at  proper  market 
hours— establish  and  regulate  the  weight  and  assize  of  bread — 
the  inspection  of  provisions  or  other  produce,  (being  of  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  this  Territory)  that  may  be  brought  in  said 
city  for  sale,  or  which  may  be  sent  from  it — the  guaging  of  li- 
quors— the  measuring  or  weighing  of  any  articles  of  produce  or 
merchandize,  and  the  storing  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval  and 
military  stores,  not  the  property  of  the  United  States.  They 
shall  have  power  to  tax  auctioneers,  and  license  and  tax  retailers 
of  goods,  and  liquors,  hawkers,  pedlars,  tavern  and  public  board- 
ing house  keepers,  hackney  carriages,  carts  and  drays,  restrain 
lotteries,  tippling  houses,  gaming  houses,  houses  of  ill  fame,  and 
theatrical  or  other  public  exhibitions,  suppress  riots  and  disorderly 
assemblies,  and  may  provide  for  the  punishment  of  all  persons 
guilty  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  by 
fine  and  imprisonment,  Provided,  the  fine  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
five  dollars,  and  the  imprisonment  five  days. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  city   council  shall 
have   power  and  authority,   to  provide,  by  tax,    or  otherwise,    Fund  fax 
a  fund  for  the  support  the  of  poor,  the  infirm,    the  diseased,  and   toe  P°°r. 
insane :  to  establish  public  schools  and  provide  for  their  main- 
tainance,  and  to  organize  patrols,  and  provide  fer  the  punishment 
of  negroes  and  persons  of  color. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  council  shall 
have  power  to  assess,  levy  and  enforce  the  collection  of  all  such  To  collect 
taxes  and  other  impositions,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  taxcr 
of  the  government  of  said  city;  and  the  improvement  thereof : 
Provided,  that  no  higher  rate  of  tax  shall  be  levied  upon  real  es- 
tate, than  one  half  of  one  per  cent  on  the  assessed  value  thereof, 
to  be  determined  by  assessors  chosen   in  such  manner  as   said 
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CQuncU  may  provide :  and  the  said  taxes  to  be  collected  by  dis- 
tress and  sale,  after  default  shall  be  made  in  the  payment  thereof, 
in  the  most  convenient  and  least  expensive  and  oppressive  way,  as 
to  said  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  deemed  expedient — and  the 
said  council  shall  have  power,  further  to  provide  for  the  trial  of 
all  offences  that  may  arise  under  the  ordinances  of  said  city,  and 
shall  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines  and  penalties,  that  mav 
arise  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  said  council  by  ordinance 
shall  provide. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  mayor,  to  see  that  the  ordinances  of  the  city  are  faithfully  ex- 
Djities  of  ecuted,  recommend  for  appointment  all  necessary  city  officers, 
Tihe  mayor,  and  report  and  cause  their  removal  whenever  by  negligence,  or 
misconduct,  the  interests  of  the  ciu  may  require  it.  He  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  and  propose  such  measures 
as  he  shall  think  important  to  the  public  interests,  but  shall  only 
be  entitled  to  a  casting  vote,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  convene 
the  board,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessary.  He  shall  have, 
possess,  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  duties  and  privilege? 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace;  and  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  shall 
have  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  wherein  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  7.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  mayor  and  two  al- 
dermen shall  form  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  business ; 
they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  their  absent  members,  under 
such  pains  and  penalties,  as  by  rules  may  be  prescribed ;  judge 
Uuoniin.  °f  tne  qualifications  of  members,  and  of  the  sufficiency,  correct- 
4  ness  or  regularity  of  election  returns,  settle  their  own  rules  of 
proceeding,  and  upon"  the  recommendation  of  the  mayor,  appoint 
and  remove  all  officers,  and  fix  their  compensation,  and  establish 
such  fees  as  may,  or  ought  to  be  allowed  for  such  services,  as  may 
be  required  of  them :  their  meetings  shall  be  public,  and  they 
shall  cause  a  journal  of  their  proceedings  to  be  kept  and  regu- 
larly authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  mayor  and  clerk, 
which  shall  be  kept  open  for  the  inspection  of  all  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  proceedings  of  said  council.  The  yeas  and  nay-: 
upon  any  question  shall  be  entered  upon  their  journals,  upon  a 
call  of  any  two  members :  they  shall  make  public  all  their  ordi- 
nances, and  resolutions,  before  they  shall  have  force  and  efficacy f 
by  publishing  them  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city,  or  by 
posting  written  copies  thereof,  in  two  or  more  public  places,  if 
none  be  published  therein. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  white  male  inhabitant- 
Ri^ht  of       of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  over,  who  shall  have  resided 
suffrage        within  the  said  city,  at  least  twelve  months  immediately  preceding 
the  day  of  election,  shall  be  entitled  to    vote  for  mayor    and   al- 
dermen, they  being  citizens  of  the  United  States — all  votes  shall 
be  given  b/ballot. 
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Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  elections  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  three  inspectors,  to  be  appointed  at  least  two  weeks  be- 
fore the  day  of  election,  by  the  mayor  ;  the  said  mayor  shall  also 
appoint  the  place  of  holding-  the  election,  and  give  public  notice 
thereof,  lor  the  like  period  of  time. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  inspectors  shall 
be  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  for 
holding  the  election,  to  open  tiie  poll  for  the  reception  of  votes, 
and  to  cause  the  names  of  voters  to  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be 
Jtept  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be  deposited  at  the  close  of 
each  election,  amongst  the  archives  of  the  corporation:  the  poll 
shall  open  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  close  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  after  which  die  inspectors  shall  proceed  to  count 
the  votes,  and  declare  the  persons  elected,  as  mayor  and  aldermen, 
and  make  out  a  written  certificate  thereof,  at  the  foot  of  the  pell 
lisr,  and  deliver  a  copy  to  the  mayor  eleet,/who  upon  receipt  there- 
of, shall  signify  his  acceptance  or  refusal. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted;  That  if  the  said  mayor  elect, 
shall  signify  his  acceptance  of  said  office,  the  mayor  shall  as  soon 
as  practicable,  at  any  time  within  live  days,  assemble  the  board, 
and  in  their  presence  administer  to  mm  the  following  oath  : — "I, 
A  B  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  to  die  utmost  of 
my  power,  support,  advance  and  defend  the  interests,  peace  and 
g-ood  order  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  faithfully  discharge 
the  dunes  of  mayor  of  said  city,  during  my  continuance  in  office  ; 
and  1  do  further  swear,  that  I  will  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;''  and  the  mayor  elect,  upon  being  thus  qualified, 
shall  then  administer  the  like  oath  to  the  aldermen  eiect,  and 
thereupon  the  duties  of  the  former  board  shall  cease. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted ^  That  if  the  mavor  elect,  cr 
any  of  the  aldermen  shall  decline  to  accept  the  office,  to  which 
he  or  they  may  have  been  elected,  or  if  accepting,  any,  or  either 
of  them  shall  not  qualify  by  taking  the  prescribed  oaths  .vithin 
five  days,  that  then  the  mayor  in  office,  or  the  -person  exercising 
the  duties  thereof,  shall  by  proclamation,  direct  an  election  to  be 
held,  for  supplying  such  seats  in  the  board,  as  may  be  vacant, 
giving  at  least  one  week's  notice  thereof;  designating  at  the  same 
time,  the  persons  appointed  to  superintend  and  conduct  the  said 
election. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  office  of  mavor,  or 
any  aldermen  shall  at  any  time  become  vacant   by    death,   resig- 


nation, removal  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the 


duty 


of  the  mayor 


or  the  person  exercising  the  duties  of  mayor,  agreeably  to  tlh> 
act,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  to  or- 
der anew  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the   mavor   and    alder- 
men now  in  office,  shah  be  continued  tnereiri,  until  the  next  regu 
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lar  period  of  election,  and  if  from  any  circumstance,  an  election 
snould  not  02  held  on  tiie  regular  day  of  election,  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  then  in  otiice  shall  be  continued  therein,  until  others 
shall  be  elected  and  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled,  "an  act 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,"  approved  December 
28,  1 324,  and  ail  other  acts  and  part  of  acts  supplementary  thereto, 
are  hereby  repealed;  but  all  laws,  ordinances  and  resolves,  in 
force  at  the  repeal  of  said  act,  shall  continue  tobe  in  force,  until 
altered,  amended  or  repealed,  and  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures, that  have  accrued  under  said  acts,  may  be  recovered  in  the 
same  manner,  as  if  the  said  acts  hereby  repealed,  was  still  in  force. 

Sec.  10.  He  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  council,  to  make  provisions  for,  and  establish  a  school 
for  the  education  of  free  white  children  of  both  sexes,  within  the 
boundaries  ol  said  city;  which  shool  shall  be  free  to  all  such 
children — And  the  said  council  may  pass  such  ordinances  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  compelling  persons  to  whom  any  such 
children  may  be  apprenticed,  or  under  whose  charge  such  chil- 
dren may  be,  to  seud  them  to  the  same  ;  and  the  said  school  shall 
be  under  the  government  and  superintendence  of  three  trustees, 
appointed  annually,  on  the  first  of  March  by  said  council ;  and 
any  vacancy  occurring  in  said  board,  shall  be  forthwith  filled  by 
said  council :  said  trustees  shall  have  power  to  make  all  necessary 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  said  school,  to  ap- 
point a  teacher  or  teachers  for  it,  and  allow  such  teacher  or  teach- 
ers such  compensation  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  make  re- 
port of  their  proceedings  to  the  said  council,  when  requested  or 
directed — And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  council  to  pay  over 
to  the  said  trustees,  one-fourth  of  all  the  taxes  collected,  to  be 
appropriated  towards  the  support  of  said  school ;  and  no  such 
children  shall  be  admitted  into  said  school,  whose  parents  or 
guardians,  or  other  persons  having  them  under  charge,  shall  not 
pay  a  city  tax. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'fhat  this  act  shall  have 
effect  from  the  time  of  the  publication  thereof. 

Passed,  Feb.  4,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  11,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Planters  and  Citizens'  canal  company,  in 
district  of  Florida. 

Whereas,  Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  William  H.  Simmons,  Daniel 
S.  Griswold,  John  Lee  Williams,  John  M.  Hanson  and  others, 
have  associated  themselves  together,  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Matanzas  and  Halifax 
rivers,  in  the  counties  of  St.  Johns  and  Mosquito,  and  have  pray- 
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.'d  to  be  incorporated,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  objects  ot"  their  associations :   Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  all  such  persons  as  now  are,  or  here- 
after mav  be  associated  with  them,  shall  and  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  name  and  in  tact,  by  the 
name  and  stvle  of  the  "Planters'  and  Citizens  Company,'*  and 
that  they  and  their  successors,  by  such  name  shall  have  power, 
and  be  capable  of  contracting,  and  being  contracted  with,  of 
suing  and  beinc:  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  defending 
and  being  defended,  answering  and  being  answered  unto,  in  all 
courts  of  judicature  whatsoever,  and  whensoever,  and  the  said 
corporation  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  destroy,  alter  and 
renew  the  same  at  their  pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  stock  of  said 
company  shall  be  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  in  shares  of 
twenty  five  dollars  each,  that  the  property  and  concerns  of  the 
said  company  shall  be  managed  and  conducted  by  eight  director?, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  president  thereof,  who  shall  hold  their  offi- 
ces until  others  shall  be  chosen  by  the  stockholders,  and  no  lon- 
ger, which  directors  shall  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, in  every  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  directors  for 
the  time  may  appoint,  of  which  election  public  notice  shall  be 
given  in  a  newspaper,  printed  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  at 
least  twenty  days  previous  to  such  election,  andever\  such  election 
shall  be  holden  under  the  inspection  of  three  stockholders,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  directors,  and  shall  be  made  by  ballot  by  a  plu- 
rality of  the  stockholders  present,  allowing  one  vote  for  every 
share,  and  the  stockholders  not  present  may  vote  by  proxy. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  so  to  be  cho- 
sen, shall  meet  as  soon  as  may  be  after  every  election,  and  choose 
one  from  their  own  body  to  be  their  president,  who  shall  preside 
for  one  year,  and  until  another  shall  be  chosen;  and  in  case  of  the 
death,  resignation,  refusal,  or  inability  to  serve  of  any  director, 
such  vacancy  or  vacancies  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  by  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  first  directors  shall  be, 
Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  William  H.  Simmons,  Daniel  S.  #GriswoL'# 
John  Lee  Williams,  John  M.  Hanson,  David  R.  Drihham,  Jo- 
seph M.  Hernandez,  and  Douglass  Dummett,  one  of  which  said 
directors,  shall  be  elected  president,  and  the  said  president  and  di- 
rectors shall  respectively  hold  their  offices  until  the  first  Monday 
in  January  next,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen  in  their  places. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  it  should  at  any- 
time happen,  that  an  election  of  directors  should  not  be  made  on 
any  day,  when  pursuant  to  this  act  it  ought  to  have  been  made, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  on  any  other  day,  toliold  and  n  ake 
an  election  of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  regulated  by 
the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 
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Sec.  5.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  the  said  stock  in  said  cor 
poration  shall  be  assignable  and  transferable,   according  to  such 
rules  as  the  board  of  directors  shall  make  and  establish. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lands,  tenements, 
wharves,  boats,  hereditaments  and  personal  property,  which  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only 
such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  convenient  transaction  of  their 
business,  or  such  as  may  be  Granted  bona  fide  to  them,  or  mort- 
gaged to  them,  or  which  may  be  conveyed  to  them  in  satisfaction 
of  debts,  or  to  secure  the  payment  of  their  stock. 

Sec.  7.  Be  if  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
have  power  and  authority  to  create  such  offices,  and  appoint  such 
officers  to  them,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  conduct  their  business, 
and  to  employ  such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  their 
said  business  and  affairs,  and  pay  them  such  compensation  as  the 
directors  may  think  reasonable,  and  to  displace  such  persons,  and 
to  employ  others  when  they  shall  see  fit. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
have  power  to  make  and  establish  such  by-laws  and  regulations, 
touching  the  management  of  their  concerns,  as  to  them  may  seem 
proper,  Provided,  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  this  Territory. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duration  of  this  cor- 
poration shall  be  thirty  years,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation 
shall  have  power  and  authority,  to  exact  such  tolls  for  the  use  of 
the  said  canal,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of  the  boats,  waters,  tene- 
ments, privileges,  advantages  or  appurtenances  thereof,  as  they 
may  think  reasonable  and  proper,  which  said  tolls  shall  be  paya- 
ble in  advance. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  enable  the  said  com- 
pany to  effect  the  said  work,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president 
and  directors  of  said  company,  at  such  time  as  they  may  deter- 
mine upon,  to  open  or  cause  to  be  opened,  books  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  subscriptions,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  said 
company. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  in  accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  said  company  is  incorporated,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  said  company,  by  the  president  and  directors  thereof,  or  by 
their  properly  authorized  agent,  to  enter  upon  and  take  posses- 
sion of  any  land  whatsoever,  whether  covered  with  water  or  not, 
which  may  be  necessary  to  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the 
works  contemplated  in  this  act,  or  whereupon  it  may  be  necessary 
to  open  any  canal,  or  to  construct  any  dam,  embankment,  lock  or 
other  fixtures,  intended  or  implied  by  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or  their  properly  au- 
thorized agents,  to  take  from  any  land  most  convenient   to   the 
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mid  canal,  at  all  times,  such  timber,  stone,  earth,  and  other  ma* 
terials  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of,  and  keeping 
in  repair  the  said  works  and  improvements. 

Sec.   1 4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever   it  shall  be- 
come necessary  for  the  said  company  to  take  possession   of,  and 
use  any  land,  timber,  stone  or  other  materials,  owned  by  private 
individuals,  for  the  route  and  site  of  the   said  works,  or  for   the 
construction  and  keeping  in  repair  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,     u^  °/^ 
and  the  parties  do  not  agree  upon  the  value  of  the  same,  it    shall    num. 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president   and    directors  of  the    said 
company,  or  their  properly    authorized    agent,    to  apply  to    the 
judire  of  the  superior,  or  county  court  of  the   county  in   which 
such  lands,  timber,  stone,  or  other  materials  may  be,  for  a  writ  of 
ad  quod,  damnum,  directed  to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or    other  offi- 
cers of  said  county,  properly  qualified,  to  summon  five   disinter- 
ested persons  of  lawful  age,  and  housekeepers,  to  meet   and  val- 
ue the  said  property  upon  oath,  to   be    administered  to   them   by 
the  sheriff,  marshal  or  other  officer,  summoning  the  same,   whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  said  inquest  in  person,  and  receive  their 
report,  and  also  receive  from  the  president  and  directors   of  said 
company,  or  their  agent,  the  sum  or   sums   of  money   adjudged 
by  the  said  report,  and  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons authorized  to  receive  it,  and  to  take  an  acquittal  for  the  same, 
and  until  pavment  is  made  to  the  sheriff,  marshal  or  other  officer 
aforesaid,   of  the  sum  or  sums    awarded,  it   shall  not  be   lawful 
for  the  said  company  to  take   possession    of,    or  use   such  lands, 
timber,  stone,  or  other   materials  ;  and    also  the  expenses  incur- 
red  in  the    execution   of  the  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  said  company,  but  the  appraisers    shall   not    receive 
more  than  one  dollar  each  per  day,  while  engaged  in  such  duty. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in 
force  from  the  passage  thereof,  and  that  it  shall  be  fully  com- 
petent to  future  legislatures  to  repeal,  alter  and  modify  the  same, 
as  the  interest  of  the  country  may  require. 

Passed,  Feb.  8,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  11,  1831. 


An  ACT  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  entitled  the  Wacissa  and  Aucilla  navi. 
gation  Company. 

Whereas,    the  interests   of  the  territory   would   be   greatly   prcamoi(. 
promoted  by  the  clearing  out  of  the  channel  of  the  Wacissa  river 
to  its  junction  with  the  Aucilla  river,  and   thence  to  the  gulf  of 
Mexico : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  James  Gadsdrn,  Achille  Murat,  E. 
B.  Vass,  William  B.  Nuttall,  Thomas  Raaidall,  John  G.  Gamble. 
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'Kobert  Gamble,  William  Bellamy,  Samuel  Proiiau,  Abram  ./' 
Cabell,  and  John  A.  Cuthbert,  and  such  other  persons  as  they 
may  receive  into  their  company,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
shall  forever  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  by  the  name  and 
style  of  the  "  Wacissa  and  Aucilla  navigation  company/'  and 
by  such  corporate  name  shall  be  capable  in  law  to  buy,  purchase, 
hold,  and  sell  real  and  personal  estate,  to  receive  donations,  to 
make  contracts,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  implead,  and  be  implead- 
ed, to  have  a  common  seal,  and  to  alter  or  renew  the  same  when 
they  may  deem  it  necessary,  to  regulate  the  manner  by  which 
shares  in  said  company  may  be  transfered,  to  make  by-laws,  which 
shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  territory,  or  of  the  Unit- 
ed States:  and  to  do  all  lawful  acts  incident  to  a  corporation, 
and  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  convenient  man 
agement  of  its  affairs. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shall 
annually  hold  an  election,  at  such  times  and  places  and  under 
such,  regulation  and  restrictions  as  they  in  their  by-lawsjmay  pre- 
scribe, for  a  president  and  as  many  directors  as  may  be  required 
for  the  management  of  their  business;  the  number  of  directors 
to  be  previously  determined  on  and  declared  in  their  by-laws ; 
and  the  said  president  and  directors,  when  elected,  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  subordinate  officers  and  agents  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  and  at  any  time  to  dismiss  them  from  office, 
and  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  authorities 
for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  company, 
as  to  them  shall  appear  conducive  to  its  interests. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stock  of  said  com- 
pany shall  be  divided  into  as  many  shares  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per ;  and  the  votes  of  each  stockholder  shall  be  according  to  the 
number  of  shares  he  may  hold,  to  be  regulated  and  agreed  upon 
by  the  said  company  and  made  known  in  its  by-laws. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  clean  out  and  make  the  said  Wacissa  and  Ocilla, 
rivers  sufficiently  navigable  for  boats  drawing  not  more  than 
eighteen  inches  water,  from  the  head  of  the  said  Wacissa  to  the 
gulf  of  Mexico ;  and  to  effect  the  said  object,  the  said  company 
shall  have  the  right  to  cut  such  canals,  erect  such  dams  or  em- 
bankments, construct  such  lock  or  locks,  and  to  make,  construct 
and  erect  such  other  works  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  mak- 
ing said  rivers  navigable  as  aforesaid ;  and,  furthermore,  if  the 
said  company  shall  hereafter  deem  it  more  advisable  to  connect 
the  Wacissa  river  with  the  St.  Marks  river,  by  a  navigable  canal,: 
they  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  do  so. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  enable  said  company 
to  effect  the  said  work,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 
directors  of  said  company  at  such  time  as  they  may  determine 
upon,  to  open,  or  cause  to  be  opened,  books  for  the  purpose  <ft 
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9£ceiving  subscriptions,  to  create  or  increase  the  capital  stock  oir 
vaid  company. 

Sec.  b\  Be  it  further  enacted*  That  in  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject tor  which  said  company  is  incorporated,  by  clearing  out  the  Enterupdfc 
channels  of  said  rivers  so  as  to  render  them  navigable,  or  by  lauds,  &<£ 
constructing  canals  or  other  works,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said 
company  by  the  president  and  directors  thereof,,  or  by  their  pro- 
perly authorised  agent,  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  any 
lands  whatsoever,  whether  covered  with  water  or  not,  which  may 
be  necessary  to  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  works 
contemplated  in  this  act,  or  whereupon  it  may  be  necessary  to 
open  any  canal,  or  to  construct  any  dam,  embankment,  lock  or 
other  fixtures,  intended  or  implied  by  this  act :  Provided,  that 
no  lands  owned  by  private  individuals  shall  be  taken  for  said  purr, 
poses  without  adequate  compensation. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or  their  properly  Taketinj* 
authorised  agents,  to  take  from  any  land,  most  convenient  to  their  ber-  ^c 
works,  at  all  times  such  timber,  stone,  earth  and  other  materials, 
us  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of,  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair said  works  and  improvements  :  Provided^  that  nothing  be- 
longing to  private  individuals  shall  be  taken  without  adequate 
compensation. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall  become 
necessary  for  the  said  company  to  take  possession  of,  and  use  any 
land,  timber,  stone,  or  other  materials,  owned  by  private  indivi- 
duals, for  the  route  and  site  of  the  said  works,  or  for  the  con- 
struction and  keeping  in  repair  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
and  the  parties  do  not  agree  upon  the  value  of  the  same,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  Writ  of  n<* 
company,  or  their  properly  authorised  agent,  to  apply  to  the  judge  JjJ^  aul" 
of  the  county  court  of  the  county,  in  which  such  lands,  timber, 
stone,  or  other  materials  lie,  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  di- 
rected to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or  other  officer,  of  said  county, 
properly  qualified,  to  summon  five  disinterested  persons  of  law- 
ful age  and  housekeepers,  to  meet  and  value  the  said  property 
upon  oath  to  be  administered  to  them  by  the  judge,  sheriff,  mar- 
shal, or  other  officer,  summoning  the  same,  wjiose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  attend  said  inquest  in  person,  and  receive  their  report,  and 
also  receive  from  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or 
their  agent,  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  adjudged  by  said  report, 
and  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  person  or  persons  authorised  to 
receive  it,  and  to  take  an  acquittal  for  the  same ;  and  until  pay- 
ment is  made  to  the  sheriff,  marshal,  or  other  officer,  aforesaid,  of 
the  sum  awarded,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  company  to 
take  possession  of,  or  use  such  land,  timber,  stone,  or  other  ma- 
terials,— and  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  writ 
of  ad  quod  damnum  shall  be  paid  by  said  company  j  but  the  ap-> 
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praisers  shall  not  receive  more  than  one  dollar  each  per  day  while 
engaged  in  such  duty. 

bee.  VJ.   Be  it  further  enacted,    That  all  property  so  assessed 
Ri°ht  to       anc^  Pa^  *or>  Dy  tne  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or 
properly       their  agent,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  all  pur- 
chases made  by,  and  donations  made  to  them,  shall  forever  after 
belong  to,  and  become  the  property  of  the  said  company,   their 
successors  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple. 

Sec.  10.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  said  company,  shall  be  authorized  to  agree  upon  such  rate 
of  tolls,  for  the  use  of  such  navigation,  as  they  may  deem  rea- 
sonable ;  and  so  soon  as  said  rivers  shall  have  been  made  navi- 
gable from  a  point,  one  mile  below  the  head  of  the  Vv  aeissa  river 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  boats  having  a  draught  of  eighteen 
Tolls,  &c.  inches  of  water,  the  said  company  shall  be  entitled  to  demand 
and  receive  said  tolls  upon  all  produce,  goods,  merchandize,  or 
other  articles,  and  upon  all  boats  and  other  craft,  which  may  be 
transported  upon,  or  pass  down  or  up  said  rivers,  or  the  canals 
of  said  company — And  the  said  company  may  from  time  to  time, 
as  circumstances  may  require,  change  and  alter  said  rates  of  toll 
or  tees:  Provided,  that  no  alteration  which  may  increase  the 
rates  of  tolls,  shall  have  effect  until  one  month  previous  notice 
thereof,  shall  have  been  given  by  advertisement,  posted  on  the 
courthouse  of  the  county  of  Jefferson — And  the  said  company 
shall  continue  to  receive  and  collect  such  tolls  and  tee^,  as  they 
may  from  time  to  time  establish,  so  long  as  said  navigation  shall 
be  kept  in  sufficient  order,  for  the  transportation  in  boats  as  afore- 
said ;  and  all  produce,  goods,  merchandize,  boats,  and  other  ar- 
ticles or  things,  which  may  be  transported  or  conveyed  upon  said 
improved  rivers,  canals  or  navigable  waters,  shall  be  liable  for 
the  tolls  and  fees,  for  which  they  are  respectively  chargeable,  and 
may  be  detained  until  the  same  be  paid  and  discharged ;  Pro- 
vided, that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed,  as  to 
allow  the  said  company  to  exact  any  toll  on  any  boat,  or  pro- 
duce going  down  from,  or  coming  up  to  any  part  or  point  of 
either  of  said  rivers,  to  where  they  at  present  afford  safe  naviga- 
tion, for  boats  drawing  eighteen  inches  water. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  expiration  of 
two  years,  from  the  time  that  said  company  shall  begin  to  receive 
'  tolls  for  the  use  of  said  navigation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  said  company,  so  to  regulate  the  rate 
of  toll,  as  that  after  defraying  the  cost  of  repair,  superintendance 
and  other  expenses  incurred  by  said  company,  the  nett  dividends 
or  profits  thereof,  shall  not  average  more  than  twenty  per  centum 
per  annum,  upon  the  amount  actually  expended  in  the  execution 
of  said  work. 

Sec.   12.  Be  if  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the    duty  o:' 
said  company,  to  commence  their  works  for  the  improvement  of 
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:iid  rivers  nnd  navigation,  within  the  term  of  two  yenrs  from  the 
passage  of  iiiis  act;  and  snail  complete  the  sarue  on  or  before 
the  first  day  oi*  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred   and    thirty    &x. 

eight;  and  A  the  said  work  iiiail  not  have  been  commenced  with- 
in tne  time  aforesaid,  or  having  been  commenced,  shall  be  aban- 
doned or  neglected  for  the  term  of  one  year  at  any  one  lime, 
without  any  attemot  to  prosecute  the  same,  or  if  after  said  works 
shall  have  been  completed,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  go  down, 
and  remain  for  the  term  of  one  vear,  without  any  attempt  to  re- 
pair or  put  the  same  in  good  order,  then  and  in  either  of  these 
events,  the  said  corporation  shall  be  dissolved,  unless  some  una- 
voidable cause  shall  be  shewn  in  justification ;  and  this  act  shall 
be  liberally  construed  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  and  to 
enable  them  to  carry  into  complete  effect,  the  object  herein  con- 
templated, and  shall  continue  in  force  thirty  years. 
Passed  Feb.  3,  1831. 

[Rejected,  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  11,  1831. 

Reconsidered  by  tlie  Council  Feb.  11,  lc'M.  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 


An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  Pensacola  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  an  election  shall  and  may  be 
held  at  the  courthouse  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  on  the  first  Mon-  appointed 
day  o:  March  next,  under  the  superintendence  of  Samuel  Fry, 
Joseph  Bonefoi,  and  John  B.  Foster,  or  either  of  them,  for  the 
choice  of  five  trustees  of  the  Pensacola  academy  ;.  and  the  per- 
sons having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  to  be  given  by  the  qual- 
ified voters  for  city  officers  in  said  city,  shall  be  declared  elected. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.    That  the  five  persons  chosen 
as  heretofore  provided  for,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  made  a   Name,&c. 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style    of  the  "trus- 
tees of  the  Pensacola  academy,"  with" all  the  powers,  rights,  and 
capacities  usually  belonging  to  corporations  of  a  like  nature. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  election  shall   be  an- 
nually held  on  the  first  Monday  in  March,  in  every  year,  for  the    Election* 
choice  of  trustees  of  said  academy ;    but  the  trustees  elected  at 
the  first,  or  any  subsequent  election   herein    provided   for,    shall 
continue  in  office  until  their  successor  be  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  exacted,    That  the  said  last  mentioned 
election,  shall  be  held  annually  in  such  manner,    and   under   the    _.  . 
superintendence  of  such  persons,  as    the  trustees   shall,  by  their   vo{e, 
by-laws  prescribe ;  and  the;  citizens  of   Pensacola    qualified    to 
vote  for  mayor  aud  aldermen  of  said  city,  shall  have  the  right  of 
voting  for  such  trustees.    1 

Passed,  Feb.  10,1831.  [Approved, Feb.  12,  1831. 
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An  ACT  to  establish  a  ferry  over  the  Suwannee  river.. 

Be  if  enacted  by  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative    Council  of 
jiay  eatal-   tlie  Territory  of  Florida,  That  J.  W.  Dabneybe,  and  he  is  here- 
ushferiy.      ^v  vested  with  the  light  and  power    of  establishing    a  ferry,  and 
charged  with  the  duty  of  keeping  the  same  in   repair,  across  the 
Suwannee  river  at  Ambrister,  or  Suwannee   old  town :  and  the 
said  J.  W.  Dabney,  shall  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rip-ht 
of  said  ferry,  for  and  during  the  term    of  four  years  ;  Provided, 
that  the  said  J.  W,  Dabney  shall  so  long  keep  the    said   ferry  in 
good  repair. 
Ilfeclnsive  ^ec"  ~*  ^e  **  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  unlawful  for 

•privilege,  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  establish  or  keep  a  ferry  within 
five  miles  of  said  ferry,  on  the  river  Suwannee ;  except  it  be  for 
his,  or  their  own  exclusive  use,  and  not  for  gathering  toll. 

Sec.  3.  ^4??;/  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  J.  VV.  Dabney,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  keep  at  all 
To  keen  a  tnnLS?  a  good  and  sufficient  flat  or  other  craft  of  sufficient  size  to 
gat,&,c.  cross  a  waggon  and  team,  and  that  he  shall  receive  such  toll  a? 
may  be  fixed  from  time  to  time,  by  the  county  court  of  Madison 
county,  and  subject  to  the  order  of  said  court,  or  any  future  Le* 
gislative  council  of  this  Territory. 
"  Passed,  Feb.  10. 1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  12, 1831- 


An  ACT  to  amend  the  act,  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of 

Florida. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  whenever  any  county  in  this  Ter- 
May  elect  ritory,  where  there  has  been  no  election  for  militia  officers ;  or  for 
any  other  cause,  there  is  no  qualified  colonel  in  said  county,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  persons,  subject  by  law  to  militia  du- 
ty, to  form  themselves  into  Volunteer  companies,  of  not  less  than 
twenty,  nor  more  than  one  hundred,  they  shall  elect  their  officers, 
and  upon  a  petition  signed  by  two,  thirds  of  the  members  of  such 
companies  respectively,  the  Governor  shall  commission  the  offi- 
cers named,  in  such  petition  in  the  same  manner,  as  though  the 
colonel  of  the  proper  county  or  regiment,  had  recommended  such 
volunteer  company,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law ;  and  the  said 
officers  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  12.  183J. 
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fcn  ACT  to  amend  an  act.  to  constitute  a  board  of  Trustees  for  Fort  St.  .Marks. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  governor  be,  and  lie  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  commissioner,  to  examine  and  ascertain 
what  repairs  are  indispensably  necessary,  to  be  made  to  the  pub- 
lic buildings  at  Fort  St.  Marks;  and  to  lease  out  any,  or  all  of 
them,  to  such  persons  as  will  agree  to  take  them  for  the  shortest 
length  of  time,  and  make  the  repairs  which  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  prescribe :  Provided,  that  none  of  the  buildings  afore- 
said, shall  for  any  prescribed  repairs,  be  leased  longer  than  one 
year,  from  the  time  of  leasing. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioner  hereby  authorized  to  be  appointed,  before  he  enters 
on  the  duties,  to  give  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
payable  to  the  governor  of  the  territory,  with  such  security  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  governor,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  act;  and  he  shall  also 
before  some  one  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  take  an  oath  thai 
he  will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  his  duty ;  which  oath 
and  bond  shall  be  placed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
territory. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  farilier  enacted,,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commissioner,  to  examine  all  the  public  buildings  and  make 
out  a  written  statement,  shewing  particularly  what  kind  of  repairs 
are  to  be  made  to  each  building,  of  what  materials  they  are  to  be 
made,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  finished;  this  state- 
ment shall  be  exhibited  at  the  time  of  leasing,  and  to  all  persons 
who  may  wish  to  see  it  before  that  time,  and  shall  be  fully  stated 
to  the  public ;  he  shall  lease  them  at  public  outcry,  to  such  per- 
son or  persons,  as  shall  agree  to  take  them  for  the  shortest  length 
of  time,  not  to  exceed  the  time  before  specified,  and  make  the 
repairs  which  shall  be  prescribed.  The  buildings  shall  be  of- 
fered separately,  or  in  such  lots  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
missioner, shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  and  the 
said  commissioner  shall  take  a  bond  and  good  security  from  each 
person  leasing  the  buildings,  requiring  them  to  execute  the  re- 
pairs within  the  time  in  which  they  have  respectively  agreed  to 
take  them,  and  to  give  them  up  to  the  commissioner  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioner,  to  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  time  of  leasing,  at  St.  Marks,  Magnolia,  and  in 
one  newspaper  at  Tallahasse,  and  the  said  leasing  shall  take 
place  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  time  for  which  any 
of  the  buildings  are  leased,  shall  expire  within  one  year  from  the 
tihie  ©f  leasing,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner   to  ad- 
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vertize  and  lease  the  building  or  buildings  to  the  highest  bidder, 
after  having  given  notice  as  before  directed,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  and  shall  take  bond  and  security  for  the  quarterly  pay- 
ment of  the  rent. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of 
(Acts repeal  acts,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are 
ed,  &c.        hereby  repealed. 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  12,  1831. 
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An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Leon  Academy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  academy  in  Tallahassee  shall  be  known  and  styled  by  the 
name  of  Leon  Academy,  and  that  David  B.  Macomb,  James 
McMullin,  Robert  Butier,  Turbutt  R.  Betton,  John  P.  Duval, 
R.  K.  Call,  William  Williams,  Charles  Austin,  Leslie  A.  Thomp- 
son, and  John  Y.  Garey,  and  their  successors  in  office,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  Leon  Academy,  and  as 
such,  shall  be  capable  and  liable  in  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  make  such  by-laws, 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  government  of  said 
academy:  Provided  that  such  by-laws  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  this  territory,  or  the  laws  or  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  that  purpose  they  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  ap- 
point such  officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  remove  the  same 
from  office,  for  improper  conduct,  or  neglect  of  duty. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby  made  capable  of  accepting,  and  being  inves- 
ted with  all  manner  of  property,  real  and  personal,  all  donations, 
gifts,  grants,  privileges  and  immunities  whatsoever,  which  may 
belong  to  said  institution,  or  may  hereafter  be  conveyed  or  trans- 
ferred to  them,  or  their  successors  in  office,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  for  the  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  said 
Academy. 

Sec.  3.  "Be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  vacancy  may 
happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  of  any  of  the  trus- 
tees of  said  academy,  the  survivors,  or  a  majority  of  said  trus- 
tees, shall  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  manner,  as  shall  be  pointed  out 
in  the  bv-laws  and  regulations  of  the  trustees   aforesaid. 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831.  (Approved,  Feb.  12,  1833 
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iu  ACT  te  emend  the  several  ac!3  incorooratingthe  Bank  cf  West  Florida. 
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ec«  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Li emulative  Council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
West  Florida  may,  whenever  they  shall  think  it  expedient,  in- 
crease the  capital  stock  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  to 
such  smaller  sum  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  in  case  of  the 
increase  of  the  capital  stock,  there  shall  be  books  of  subscription 
opened,  at  such  times  and  places  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  such  persons  as  the  directors,  for  the  time  beimr,  may  appoint, 
to  subscribe  for  the  increased  stock  ;  and  the  stock  shall  be  sub- 
scribed for  as  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  charter  of 
said  bank. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  the  bank 
of  West  Florida,  in  their  discretion,  may  establish  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposit,  at  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  in  Washing- 
ton county,  upon  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
shall  be  practised  at  the  bank  established  at  Mariana,  and  to  com- 
mit the  management  of  said  branch,  and  the  making  the  said 
discounts  to  such  persons,  under  such  agreements  and  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  being  contiary 
to  law,  or  charter  of  said  bank :  Provided,  that  not  more  than 
one  half  of  the  stock  now,  and  hereafter  to  be  subscribed,  shall 
be  under  control  of  the  said  office  of  discount  and  deposit,  at  Ap~ 
palachicola.  { 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  when  any  other  bank, 
company,  or  corporation,  shall  apply  at  this  bank,  or  any  of  its   Payment 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit,  and  demand  specie  in  payment  of  °f  nott^ 
the  bills  or  notes  which  said  bank,  company,  or  corporation,  may 
hold  on  this  bank;  the  said  notes  or 'bill's  shall  and  may  be  paid 
off  in  the  whole  or  a  part"  of  this  bank,  or  such  of  its  offices  of 
discount  and  deposit,  in  notes  or  bills,  which    this  bank,  or  such 
of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  may  hold  upon  such  bank, 
company  or  corporation  ;  and  the  cashier  of  this  bank,  or  such 
of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit,  may,  if  he  requires  it,  de- 
mand an  oath  in  writing  of  the  person    presenting  said  bills   or 
notes  for  payment,  that  such  notes  or  bills,  so  presented  for  pay- 
ment, are  not  the  property  of  any  other   bank,  company  or  cor 
poration. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  notes  issued  by  the  mother 
bank  shall  be  made  payable  at  the  same — and  the  notes  issued 
by  any  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  shall  be  made  pay- 
able at  said  offices. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  stockholders   in  the  Efectioittf 
bank  of  West  Florida,   may  and  -shall  on   the  first   Monday  in  d.rccton>~ 
May  next,  and  annually  thereafter,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary,   proceed  to  the  election   of  seven  directors,  whose    duty  it 
shall  be  at  the  first  meeting  subsequent  to  then-  election,  to  chtesc 
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%ne  of  their  own  members  as  president :  Provided,  neverthteteg^ 
that  if  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  for  directors 
should  not  be  made  upon  any  day,  when  pursuant  to  this  act  it 
ought  to  have  been  made,  the  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other 
day  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of  directors,  in  such  manner  ao 
shall  hav  been  regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  cor- 
poration ;  and  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall  in  all  cases 
continue  to  act  until  their  succesors  are  elected :  And  provided 
further,  that  in  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  absence 
from  the  territory,  or  removal  of  a  director,  his  place  may  be 
filled  up  by  a  new  choice,  made  by  the  remaining  directors,  for 
the  balance  of  the  year. 
Passed  Feb.  10,  1831. 

[Rejected  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  12,  1831- 
Eeconsidered  by  the  Council,  Feb.  12, 1831,  and  passed  by  the  requisite  majority. 


An  ACT  to  impose  a  tax  on  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  in  this  Territory, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  from  and  after  the  passage   of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  pedlar,  or  itinerant  trader,  who 
shall  wish  to  vend  any  goods,  wares,  or   merchandize  in  this  ter* 
'  ritory,  to  apply  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  in  each  county, 

♦  uatn.  jn  whicn  ne  may  wish  to  trade,  and  procure  a   license  under   tbe 

seal  (if  any  there  be,)  of  the  said  court,  which  shall  be  sufficient 
to  authorize  said  applicant  to  vend  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize within  said  county,  and  no  other,  for  the  term  of  twelve 
months,  from  and  after  the  date  of  said  license;  Provided,  that 
such  applicant  shall  take  and  subscribe  before  said  clerk,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  to  administer  the  same,  the  following  oath,  or 

affirmation,  to  wit :  "I now    applying  for  license  to  vend 

goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  in  the  county  of do.  solemn- 
ly swear,  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  use  this  license 
in  no  other  county,  than  the  one  for  which  it  is  granted,  nor  will 
I  suffer  any  other  person  or  persons,  in  mine,  or  their  name,  or 
names,  to  use  the  same,  so  help  me  God" — which  said  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  granting  such  licensef 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  the  granting  oi 
such  license,  the  said  applicant  shall  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars, 
to  be  paid  by  said  clerk  into  the  treasury  of  this  territory;  as 
License.  a]so  tne  sum  0f  five  to  the  clerk  granting  said  iicense,  for  his 
services ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  said  pedlars  shall  take  out 
such  license,  and  pay  said  tax  to  the  clerk,  and  the  clerk  shall  fail 
to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  this  territory,  agreeably 
^o  the  provisions. of  this  act,  and  within  six  months  alter  tV 
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granting  of  such  license,  he  shall  be  subject  to  indictment,  and 
if  found  eruilty,  shall  be  lined  in  a  sum  oi  not  less  than  double 
%e  amount  so  received  by  him. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  upon  oath  being  made 
?o  any  judicial  officer  of  this  territory,  that  any  pedlar  or  itiner- 
ant trader  has  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  officer  to  issue  his  warrant  to  any  officer  autho-  this  ac.A 
rized  to  execute  process,  directing  him  to  take  such  offender,  and 
bring  him  before  such  judicial  officer,  together  with  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  such  trader  may  have  in  his  possession, 
and  if  such  person  so  charged,  be  found  guilty,  he  shall  be  fined 
in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
one  half  to  the  informer  and  one  half  to  the  territory. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  aa 
contained,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 
licensed  by  the  proper  authorities  of  any  incorporate  town  or 
iity,  to  trade  within  the  limits  of  said  town  or  city. 


Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831. 


[Approved,  Feb.  12,  1831, 


An  ACT  to  provide  for  issuing  writs  of  Certiorari 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  clerks  of  the  snperior  courts  in 
this  Territory,  shall  at  all  times  have  power,  upon  the  application 
of  any  party  in  the  county  court,  or  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,    ^  y  g 
who  may  be  dissatisfied  with  any  judgment,   in  which  he  was  a  conns  ai> 
party,  in  either  of  said  jurisdictions;  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari :   thorieed  t*  . 
Provided,  however,  that  said  writs  of  certiorari,  shall  in  no  case   certLrar?  « 
operate  as  a  supersedeas,  unless  the  party  applying  for  the  same, 
shall  file  with  the  said  clerks,  a  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  se- 
curity, conditioned  for  the  payment  to  the  opposite  party,   of  the 
debt  and  costs  and  damages  which  may  have  accrued,  or  may  ac- 
crue, in  consequence  of  the  obtaining  of  said  writ  of  certiorari, 

Passed,  Feb.  10,  1831.  [Approved,  Feb.  12,  1831,. 


An  ACT  relating  to  the  County  Court  of  St,  Johns  county. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  spring  term  of  the  county  court 
of  St.  Johns  county  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  of  May 
in  each  and  every  year;  and  that  so  much  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  an  "act  establishing  the  boundaries  of  the 
counties  in  this  territory,  and  appointing  the  time  of  holding 
county  courts,'*  approved  23d  November  1828,  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Pas$ca\  Feb.  13, 1831  [Approved,  Feb.  13, 1831, 
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fa  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  "act  concerning  the  election  of  members  & 
the  Legislative  council  of  itie  Territory  of  Florida.'' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  election  for  members  to  the  le- 
gislative council,  of  this  territory,  shall  hereafter  take  place  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November  in  each  and  every  year,  and  un- 
der the  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  amendment. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  case  of  the  deaths 
Or  resignation  of  any  member  elect,  a  new  election  shall  be  or- 
dered by  the  presiding  justice,  at  the  court  house  of  the  proper 
County,  pnvine;  as  lone:  notice  thereof  as  circumstances  will  permit, 

Sec.  i3.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  second  section  of  the 
act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
Jjereby,  repealed. 

irduedi  Feb.  C,  I83i*  [Approved,  Feb.  13,  1831, 


RESOLUTIONS 

OF    THE 

I,I3GISIjATIVE  COUXCIIi, 

RESOLTTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL, 
WHEREAS,  the   introduction   of  a    branch   of  the  United 
States  bank,  within  tiiis  territory,  would  increase  the  circulating 
media  n,  facilitate  commerce,  and  greatly  promote  the  general 
interest  of  the  community  : 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun* 
cil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  piesident  and  directors 
01*  he  hank  of  tlit*  united  Suites,  be  requested  to  locate  a  branch 
within  the  limits  of  this  territory. 

cesolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  m/>y 
oi   'ha  resolution  to  the  president  and   directors   o(  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  certify  the  same  under  the  seal  of  the  ter- 
ritory, with  his  signature  affixed  thereto. 
Adopted,  Jan.  22,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  the  erovernor  be  requested  to  have  the  laws  of 
this  session  half  bound  beiore  distribution,  and  that  he  draw  for  the 
Cost  thereof,  out  of  the  appropriation  by  congress. 

Adopted,  Feb.  13, 1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  delegate  in  congress  be  request* 
ed  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  increasing  the 
number  of  the  legislative  council  to  eighteen,  so  as  to  allow  a 
member  to  each  of  the  counties  of  Walton  and  Washington,  and 
one  additional  member  to  the  counties  of  Hamilton,  Madison 
and  Jefferson. 

Adopted,  Jan.  10,  1831. 

RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Governor  ant  Legislative  Councilor  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  delegate  in  congress  from  this 
territory,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  increasing;  the  number  of  the  legislative 
council,  so  as  to  allow  an  additional  member  for  the  county  of 
Leon. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  b^ 
forthwith  forwarded  to  the  delegate* 

Adopted,  Jan.  10,  1831. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL, 

WHEREAS,  the  term  of  service  for  which  his  Excellency  t 
William  P.  Duval,  was  appointed,  Governor,  is  about  to  expire; 
And,  whereas,  the  members  of  this  council  representing,  as  tliev 
believe,  the  varied  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory, do  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  his  Excellency  for 
re-appointment  to  the  distinguished  office  he  now  holds  : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  members  of  the  council,  That 
our  president  be  requested,  without  delay,  to  transmit  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  the  high  sense  of  the  confidence  re* 
posed  s>y  them  in  the  abilities  and  eminent  services  rendered  bv 
his  Excellency  to  the  people  of  Florida  ;  and  the  earnest  expres- 
sion of  a  hope  that  the  appointing  power  will  again  confer  the 
office  upon  one  who  has  filled  it  with  so  much  honor  to  himself, 
and  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
Adopted,  Jan.  18,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS,  it  is  represented  to  this  legislative  conncil  of 
the  territory  of  Florida,  That  for  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  cnglish  language,  or  from  other  circumstances,  numbers  of 
the  old  inhabitants  of  this  territory  residing  in  Florida,  have 
through  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  congress,  on  the  subject  of  land 
claims,  omitted  to  file  their  said  claims  before  the  boarcT  of  land 
commissioners,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  laws  of 
congress : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  our  delegate  in  congress,  be 
requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law,  authorizing 
persons  who,  through  ignorance  of  the  laws,  or  other  circum- 
stances, have  omitted  to  file  their  claims  before  the  late  board, 
for  the  settlement  of  land  claims,  to  file  the  same  before  the  su- 
perior eourt  of  said  district,  or  such  other  tribunal,  as  may  br 
-deemed  proper. 

Adopted,  Feb.  8,  1830. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
WHEREAS,  the  subject  of  general  education  is  one  of  high 
and  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  this  territory,  and  deserves 
the  special  attention  of  those  who  have  the  enactment  of  laws  for 
their  welfare  ;  and,  whereas,  the  national  government  in  further- 
ance of  the  important  object  of  affording  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge  equally  to  all  the  people  of  Florida,  has  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  township,  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  land;  and,  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  lands  of  this  territory  in  their  unequal  fertility,  and  the 
donation,  in  many  townships,  has  been  rendered  entirely  value- 
less, and  as  public  munificence  should  be  bestowed,  as  pubhc. 
Exactions  are  levied,  equally  upon  all; 
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"Beit  therefore  resolved.    That  our  delegate  in  eongress   be 
vmd    he  is  hereby   requested  to   proccure  the    passage   oi  a  law 
LUthorising-  the   appointment,   bythe  legislative  council,   oi'  nine 
commissioners ;  three   ibr  east ;  three  ibr  middle,  and   three  tor 
•vest  Florida ;  who,  upon   the   application  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  township  in  their  respective  districts,  shall   examine   the  sixt- 
eenth section  thereof,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  considered  of 
the  value  of  81,25  per  acre,  that  said  commissioners  may  locate 
for  such  township,  any  other  section  of  land  in  said  district,  for 
the  purpose  orieinallv  intended. 
Adopted,  Feb.  13,  1331. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS,  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Flori- 
da call  for  the  attention  by  congress  of  the  organic  law  of  this 
territory,  and  the  allowance  of  additional  members  to  this  house, 
so  that  the  people  of  every  county  mav  be  properly  and  fully  re- 
presented; and  also  for  the  creation  of  a  senate,  to  be  composed 
of  eight  members;  and,  whereas,  such  privileges  have  been  gran- 
ted to  the  people  of  other  territories : 

Be  it  tJierefore  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  delegate  in  congress, 
trom  this  territory,  be  requested  to  apply  for  such  modification 
of  the  organic  law  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the  territory:  and  that  a  copy 
be  also  forwarded  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Adopted,  Feb.  7,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS,  there  have  been  annually  appropriated,  since 
1824,  bythe  congress  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals,  none  of  which,  "it  is  be- 
lieved" has  ever  been  expended  in  the  territory  of  Florida  ;  and 
as  the  only  surveys  ever  made,  have  not  been  by  the  direction  of 
the  President,  (who  has,  by  law  the  power  of  disposing  of  that 
appropriation)  but  under  special  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
us  this  legislative  council  entertain  the  opinion,  that  there  are 
works  of  internal  improvement,  in  this  territory,  of  essential  in- 
terest to  its  inhabitants,  and  connected  with  great  national  im- 
provements, in  which  the  western  and  south  western  states  are 
deeply  concerned,  and  in  which  no  constitutional  question  can  be 
presented. — the  advantages  of  which  have  been  disclosed  in  ad- 
dresses and  letters  to  committees  of  congress,  and  their  reports 
thereon. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  the  president  be,  and  he  k 
hereby  requested,  to  cause  to  be  specially  surveyed,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  presented,  of  canals  to  connect  Mobile  and 
Pew-acola  bays,  and  thence,  pursuing  a  northern  line  along  th<4 
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gixlfof  Mexico,  between  Choctacohatchie  bay  and  river,  and  the 
West-  ■•■'<  of  St  Andrew's  bay,;  and,  from  the  east  side  of  St. 
Andrew's*  to  Chipola  river,  and  on  to  the  Appalachicola,  with  a 
View  oi  opening  a  channel  of  internal  communication,  tor  the 
conveyance  of  the  products  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  various 
points  on  the  northern  coast  of  the  said  gulf  of  Mexico. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  cause  a 
survey  and  estimate  of  a  canal,  from  the  St.  Mary's  river  "by 
St.  Augustine,"  through  the  intervening  sections  of  land,  to  form 
a  continuous  navigation,  from  that  point  to  the  Florida  keys,  with 
a  view  to  a  steamboat  navigation  inland,  through  the  sounds, 
bays,  and  rivers  of  Florida,  and  the  existing  sounds  worth  of  it# 
from  Charleston  and  Savannah  to  Cuba. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  be 
immediately  enclosed  to  our  deleerate  iu  congress,  requesting: 
bi:n  to  lav  the  same  before  the  president. 

Adopted,  Jan.  26,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
printing  of  the  laws,  be  instructed  to  contract  for  the   printmcr  of 
such  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  Flor- 
id ida,  (not  printed  under  the  authority  of  this  territory,    with  the 
Jaws  now  in  force)  as  the  said  committee  may  deem  proper. 
Adopted,  Feb.  8,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 


WHEREAS,  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made  by  Congress,  for  the  benefit  and  internal  im- 
provement of  this  territory,  have  not  been  properly  distributed, 
according  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  country ;  and 
whereas  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  from  its  present  commercial 
importance  requires,  as  it  deserves,  the  aid  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment : 

Beit  therefore  resolved,  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, -that  our  delegate  in  con- 
gress, be  earnestly  requested  to  endeavor  to  proenre  an  appropri- 
ation, as  early  as  practicable,  for  die  erection  of  a  light  house,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Appalachicola  river;  and  that  he  be  also  re- 
quested to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law,  providing 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  from  some  point  in  the  interior 
tothetowuof  Appalachicola. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  thatthe  president  of  the  council  be  in- 
structed forthwith,  to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  tho' 
delegate — and  to  the  post  master  general. 

Adopted,  Jan.  27. 183L. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS,  it  is  represented  to  this  legislative  council  that 
the  sixteenth  section  reserved  for  school  purposes,  in  the  county 
of  St.  Johns  in  the  eastern  district  of  Florida;  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  of  little  or  no  value  and  in  no  way  calculated  to  an- 
swer the  benign  intentions  of  congress,  in  making  the  reserva 
tion  : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.  That  our  representative  in  congress 
be  reguested  to  endeavor  to  have  a  law  passed  granting  the  pri- 
vilege to  the  said  county  of  St.  Johns  to  locate  the  section  of 
land  within  the  limits  of  said  county,  or  any  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  eastern  district  of  this  territory. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  legisla- 
tive council  be  requested  to  order  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  be 
forwarded  to  our  delegate  in  congress  immediately  after  its  adop- 
tion. 

Adopted,  Feb.  3,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  continue  the  issue  of  territorial  scrip,  under  the 
same  rules,  regulations,  restrictions  and  provisions,  as  were  au- 
thorised by  a  law,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislative 
council. 

Adopted.  Fpb.13, 1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  the  commissioner  oi 
Tallahassee,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  examine  all 
the  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  money,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
lots  in  Tallahassee ;  and  when  they  shall  find  that  any  of  the  said 
money  has  been  paid  out  or  expended  contrary  to  any  act  of  this 
territory,  they  shall  report  to  the  next  legislative  council,  the 
names  of  those  by  whom  it  was  paid,  or  authorised  to  be  paid, 
the  amount  so  paid  and  to  whom,  which  they  may  find  to  have 
been  so  improperly  expended. 

Adopted,  Feb.  13,  1831. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  Tallahassee,  under  the 
authority  and  direction  of  the  board  of  directors,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  have  the  capitol  repaired  in  a  suitable  man- 
ner; and  that  the  sum  of  $800,  or  such  part  of  it  as  may  be 
necessary,  now  in  hands,  be  applied  to  that  purpose> 

Adopted,  Feb.  13,  1831. 
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Resolution  of  the  legislative  council... 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  delegate  in  congress,  from  this 
territory,  be  requested  to  procure,  at  this  session  of  congress,  an 
appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  publication  of  the  statutes  of  this  territory,  as  directed  by  the 
act  of  this  session,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forward 
q*ed  to  him. 

Adopted,  Feb.  3,  1831, 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  our  delegate  in  Congress,  be  requested  to  have 
the  engineers  employed  in  surveying  a  canal  across  the  peninsula 
of  Florida,  to  enquire  into  the  practicability  and  probable  cost  of 
making  a  rail-way  across  the  peninsula,  from  the  St.  John's  river, 
or  nearest  adjoining  navigable  water,  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  said 
peninsula,  to  the  Suwannee  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  make  re*- 
port  thereon,  together  with  their  report  on  the  said  canal  route*. 

Adopted,  Jan.  27, 1831,. 


97 


LAWS 


OF  THE 


umnrauD  ss*pMrask 


DIRECTED 


TO  BE  PUBLISED  BY. RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


;\}i  ACT  to  confirm  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  for  ascertaining  Claims 
and  Titles  to  Lands  in  West  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  all  the  decisions  made  by  the  Commissioners,  appointed  to 
ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  District  of  West  Flor- 
ida, made  in  favour  of  claimants  to  lands  and  lots  in  said  Dis- 
trict, contained  in  the  reports,  opinions,  and  abstracts,  of  the 
Commissioners,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  according  to  law,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
sonfirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  reports,  ab- 
stracts, and  opinions,  made  and  forwarded  by  the  two  Commis- 
sioners in  said  District,  subsequently  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  the  period  at  which  that  Board 
expired  by  law,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  recognised  as  valid, 
and  confirmed  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  and 
their  Secretary,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  compensa- 
tion as  they  were  authorized  to  demand  by  law,  prior  to  that  day, 
up  to  the  time  at  which  the  Receiver  and  Register  took  posses- 
sion of  their  records,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  third  day  of 
March  eighteen  hundred  nnd  twenty-five,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,"  &c. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Spanish  claims 
contained  in  special  reports,  one  to  thirty,  reported  in  obedience 
to  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  eighth 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled  "An  Act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  territory  of  Florida, "  bef 
:md  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed  to  the  claimants  in  posses- 
sion. 

Sec.  4.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claims  to  lots  in  re- 
port and  abstract  K,  recommended  for  c-onfirmation  as  equitable* 
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titles,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  ten,  be,  and  fhe  same  art- 
hereby,  declared  valid  and  confirmed,  and  the  claim  of  the  Cath- 
olic inhabitants  to  a  lot  on  which  the  church  stands,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  conrirmed  to  them  for  that  use,  so  long  as  it  is 
occupied  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claims  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Receiver  and  Register,  made  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty  five,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  claim  of  Fran- 
cisco and  Fernando  Moreno,  near  Fort  §an  Carlos  de  Barrancas, 
shall  be  so  located  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  grounds  reserved 
by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  Government,  for  lorts, 
nor  with  that  which  has  been  lately  selected  for  a  navy-yard  and 
naval  depot,  by  the  Navy  Commissioners,  and  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 
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Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claims  to  lots  in 
report  L,  with  the  exception  of  that  on  the  square  Ferdinand 
Seventh,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  approved  and  confirmed, 
safar  as  the  United  States  have  any  title  to  the  same,  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  corporation :  and  the  plan  of  the 
Constitutional  Cabildo,  are  relinquished  and  confirmed  to  the 
corporation  of  Pensacola;  and  the  lots  reserved  and  granted  for 
church,  parish,  vicar,  school,  and  custom-house,  are  respectively 
set  apart  and  confirmed,  for  the  objects  set  forth  in  the  decrees 
of  said  Cabildo,  so  far  as  the  United  States  have  any  title  to  the 
same,  without  prejudice,  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  claim 
on  the  public  squares  of  Seville,  Ferdinand  Seventh,  and  the 
square  and  garden  which  the  court  bouse  stands,  as  laid  off  in 
said  plan  of  the  Cabildo,  shall  be  allowed  or  recognised  as  valid, 
by  this  act ;  and  Provided,  also,  That  the  confirmation  of  all  the 
said  claims  provided  for  by  this  act,  shall  amount  only  to  a  re- 
linquishment forever,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  any 
claim  whatever  to  the  tract  of  land,  so  confirmed  or  granted. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lands  fronting 
Pensacola  Ray,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bier  Bayou,  to  a  line  be- 
low Tartar  Point,  and  thence  back  to  the  Bayou,  selected  by 
the  Navy  Commissioners,  and  all  the  lands  fronting  said  bay, 
and  for  one  mile  back,  as  far  as  the  Grand  Lagoon,  shall  be  re- 
served from  sale  or  location,  for  the  use  of  the  navy-yard  or  de- 
pot, and  for  other  public  works  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proper  accoun- 
ting officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorised  to  receive  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
Comniissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land:: 
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Sa  East  and  West  Florida,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
Commissioners,    and  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any  money  in  ihe 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  22  April,  1826. 


„ln  ACT  to  provide  for  the  location  01  the  two  townships  of  land  reserved  for  & 

seminary  01  iea:  r.iag  in  the  Territory  of  florida,  and  to  complete  the 

location  of  Lnje  grant  10  the  deaf  and  durniy  as/itui  of  Kentucky. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Representa-  ' 
iivcs  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Longrcss  assembka. 
That  the  township  of  land  reserved  in  the  district  of  east  Florida 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  anu  twenty  three,  for  a  seminary  of  learn- 
ing, shall  be  located  east  of  the  Appalachicoia  river,  and  may 
be  located  in  sections  corresponding  with  any  of  the  legal  divis- 
ions into  which  the  public  lands  are  authorized  to  be  surveyed, 
so  as  not  to  interfere  with  private  land  claims,  or  the  rights  of 
pre-emption;  and  the  township  located  west  of  the  Appalachico- 
ia river,  as  directed  in  the  aforesaid  act,  so  far  as  it  is  covered 
by  the  claims  of  those  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  by 
the  act  approved  the  twenty  seconcf  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  six,  shall  be  located  in  sections  upon  any 
unappropriated  lands  in  said  district  of  country,  until  the  amount 
taken  by  said  interferences  shall  be  satisfied  and  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  governor  and  legisla- 
tive council  of  said  territory,  shall  have  power  to  take  possess- 
ion of  the  lands  granted  for  the  use  of  schools  and  for  a  seminary 
of  learning,  and  to  lease  the  same  from  year*  to  year ;  and  the 
money  arising  from  the  rent  of  said  lands  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  erection  of  a  seminary  of  learning, 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  direct ;  and  they  shall  have  power 
to  pass  laws  for  the  preservation  of.  said  lands'  from  intrusion  and 
trespass,  until  Florida  shall-  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  incorporated  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum  of  Kentucky  shall  hav^e*  the  power,  under  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  locating  so  much 
of  the  township  of  land  granted  to  the  said  institution,  as  has 
been  taken  by  the  claims  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  aforesaid  ;  whjich  shall  be  located  in  sections  upon  any 
unappropriated  and  unreserved  lands  in  either  of  the  Territories 
ot  Florida,  or  Arkansas ;  which  said  tracts,* when  so  located, 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  corporation  of  said  deaf  and  dumb 
asylum,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  ot  an  act  passed  the  fifth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  six,  entitled  "an 
act  tor  the  benefit  of  the  incorporated  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  of 
Kentucky."  jg  Approved,  2toh  Jan.  iS27. 
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&n  ACT  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  settlement  and  con- 
firmation of  private  land  claims  in  Florida. 

(i«nai:a  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent 

daim*  con-  faavcs  0fthc  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled* 
That  the  three  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
contained  in  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners,  and  numbered 
four,  [4,]  eighty  [8,]  and  teny  [10,]  excluding  from  the  latter  the 
land  contained  in  certificate,  and  in  the  plats  a  and  c,  and  the 
claims  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  East 
Florida,  and  in  the  reports  of  the  Receiver  and  Register,  acting 
as  such,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  and 
recommended  for  confirmation  by  said  Commissioners,  and  by 
the  Register  and  Receiver,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confir- 
med to  the  extent  of  the  quantity  contained  in  one  league  square, 
to  be  iocated  by  the  claimants,  or  their  agents,  within  the  limit? 
of  such  claims  or  surveys  filed,  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  Com- 
missioners, or  Receiver  and  Register,  which  location  shall  be 
made  within  the  bounds  of  the  original  grant,  in  quantities  of  not 
less  than  one  section,  and  to  be  bound  by  sectional  lines. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  no  more  than   the 

quantity  of  acres  contained  in  a  league  square,  shall  be  confirm- 

l^utntitvof  e^  within  the  bounds   of  any  one   grant;    and  no  confirmation 

acres,  die.  shall  be  effectual  until  all  the  parties  in  interest,  under  the  original 
grant,  shall  file  with  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  district 
where  the  grant  may  be  situated,  a  full  and  final  release  of  all 
claim  to  the  residue  contained  in  the  grant ;  and  where  there  shall 
be  minors  incapable  of  acting  within  said  Territory  of  Florida, 
a  relinquishment  by  the  legal  guardian  shall  be  sufficient;  and 
thereafter  the  excess  in  said  grants,  respectively,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  all  the  decisions  made 
by  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  District  of  East  Florida, 

Decision*  actinar,  ex  officio y  as  Commissioners,  in  pursusnee  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  approved  the  eighth  of  h  ebruary,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  authorizing  them  to  ascertain  and 
decide  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  district  aforesaid,  and  those 
recommended  for  confirmation  under  the  quantity  of  three  thou- 
sand iive  hundred  acres,  contained  in  the  reports,  abstracts,  and 
opinions,  of  the  said  Register  and  Receiver,  transmitted  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  according  to  law,  and  referred  by  him 
to  congjess,  on  the  twenty-ninth  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirm- 
ed. The  confirmations  authorised  by  this  act  shall  operate  only 
as  a  release  of  any  claim  had  by  the  United  States,  and  not  to 
affect  the  interest  of  third  persons. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  said  register  and 
receiver  shall  continue,  to  examine  and  decide  the  remaining; 
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Claims  in  East  Florida,  subject  to  the  same  limitations  and  in  con- 
formity  with    the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of  congress,  for 
the  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  until  the  first   Duty  of  the. 
3Ionday   in  December  next,   when   they   shall  make   a  final  re-    agister  *£■ 
nort  of  all  the  claims,  aforesaid,  in  said  district,  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury ;  and  it  shall  never  be  lawful,  after  that  time, 
for  anv  of  the  claimants  to  exhibit  any   further  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  said   claims.     And   the   said  register  and   receiver,  and 
clerk,  shall  receive  the  compensation  provided  in  the  act  aforesaid, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated :  Provided,  that  the  extra  compensation  of  one  thou-   rr0Vlst* 
sand  dollars,  each,  which  is  hereby   allowed  to  the   register  and 
receiver,   for  services  under  and'  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  not  be  paid  until  a  report  of  all  the  claims  be  made  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  t  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury  be,    and  they  are  hereby,    authorised  to   ^tiontore, 
adjust  and  pay  the  accounts  of  the  register  and  receiver,  acting   gister  and 
as  commissioners,  their  contingent  expenses,  and  the  receiver  the   receivec* 
compensation  heretofore   allowed   for  bringing  their  reports  to 
Washington,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otberw  ise  ap^ 
propriated.  f 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  claims  to  land 
within  the  territory  of  Florida,  embraced  by  tbe  treatv  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  of  the  twenty-second  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,*  which  shall  not  be 
decided  and  finally  settled  under  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this 
Act,  containing  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  the  commissioners 
were  authorised  to  decide,  and  above  the  amount  confirmed  by 
this  act;  and  which  have  not  been  reported,  as  antedated  or  forg- 
ed by  said  commissioners,  or  register  and  receiver  acting  as  such,  Claim3  <£c 
shall  be  received  and  adjudicated,  by  the  judge  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  district  within  which  the  land  lies,  upon  the  petition 
of  the  claimant,  according  to  the  forms,  rules,  regulations,  con- 
ditions, restrictions,  and  limitations  prescribed  by  the  district 
judge,  and  claimants  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  by  act  of  congress, 
approved  May  twenty-sixth",  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
entitled  an  "act  enabling  the  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims  ;"t  Provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  authorise  said  judges 
to  take  cognisance  of  any  claim  annulled  by, the  said  treaty,  or 
the  decree  ratifying  the  same  by  the  King  of  Spain,  nor  any 
claim  not  presented  to  the  commissioners  or  register  and  receiver, 
in  conformity  to  the  several  acts  of  congress,  providing  for  the 
Settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  Thnt  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
Jfce  claimants  to  lajid,  a6  aforesaid^  to  tsike  an  appeal,  as  directed 
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Appeals  in    \n  the  art  aforesaid,  from  the- decision  of  the  judge  of  the  district, 
es,  AxCaS"    t0    tne  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,   within  four  months 
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after  the  decision  shall  he  pronounced;  and  the  said  judges  shall 
each  he  entitled  to  receive  the  extra  compensation  given  to  the 
district  judge  of  Missouri,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
quired by  this  act,  cut  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the  said  act, 
the  provisions  of  which,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  and  are 
not  altered  by  this  act,  are  hereby  extended  to  the  territory,  of 
of  Florida,  as  subjects  the  claimants  to  the  payment  of  costs  in 
anv  case  where  the  decision  may  be  in  favor  of  their  claims,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  the  costs  shall  abide  the 
decision  of  the  cause  as  in  ordinary  causes  before  the  said  court. 
And  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  requires  the  claimants  to  make 
adverse  claimants  parties  to  their  suits,  or  to  show  the  court  what 
adverse  claimants  there  may  be  to  the  land  claimed  of  the  United 
States,  be  also  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  in  which  the  suits 
authorised  by  this  act  shall  be  instituted,  in  every  case  where  the 
decision  is  against  the  United  States,  to  make  out  and  transmit 
to  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  a  statement,  con- 
general  of  taining  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  points  of  law  on  which  the 
tbo  U.  S.  same  Was  decided ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  gene- 
general,  in  all  cases  where  the  claim  exceeds  one  league  square, 
and  in  all  other  cases,  if  he  shall  in  such  latter  cases  think  the 
decision  of  <the  district  judce  is  erroneous,  to  direct  an  appeal  to 
be  made  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ap- 
pear for  the  United  States,  and  prosecute  such  appeal ;  which 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  may  be  granted  at  any- 
time within  six  months  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgement  ap- 
pealed from,  or  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
thereof,  which  may  commence  next  after  the  expiration  of  said 
six  months ;  and  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  district  at- 
torney to  observe  the  instruction  given  to  him  by  the  attorney 
general  in  that  respect. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  law  acreni.  whose 
special  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  premises,  to  continue  him  in  place  as  long  as  the 
public  interest  requires  his  continuance  ;  and  to  allow  such  pay 
to  the  accent  as  the  president  may  think  reasonable.  It  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  said  agent  to  collect  testimony  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  attend,  on  all  occasions,  when  said  claim- 
ants may  take  depositions ;  and  and  no  deposition  so  taken  by 
them  shall  be  read  as  evidence,  unless  said  agent  or  district  at- 
torney shall  have  been  notified,  in  writing,  of  the  time  and  place 
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jf  taking  them,  so  loner  previous  to  said  time  as  to  afford  to  him 
m  opportunity  of  being  present. 

Sec.   11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That   it  shall  be  lawful    Assieran 
for  the  president  to  employ. assistant  counsel,  if  in  his  opinion  the    counsel, 
public  interest  shall  require  the  same ;  and  to  allow  to  such  coun- 
sel and  the  district  attorney,  such  compensation  as  he  may  think 
reasonable. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  claims  to  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  within  the  purview  of  this  m act,  Claims.<fc£ 
which  shall  not  be  brought  by  petition  A before  said  court  within  ba^ed. 
one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  which,  after  being  brought 
before  said  court,  shall,  on  account  of  the  neglect  or  delay  of  the 
claimant,  not  be  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  within  two  years, 
shall  be  forever  barred,  both  at  law  and  in  equity ;  and  no  other 
action  at  common  law,  or  proceeding  in  equity,  shall  ever  there- 
after be  sustained  in  any  court  whatever. 

Sec.   13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  decress  which 
may  be   rendered  by  said    district,  or  the  supreme  court  lot  the    Decree* 
United  States,  shall  be  conclusive  between  the  United  States  and    rendered. 
the  said  claimants  ohlv,  arid  shall' not  affect  the  interests  of  third 
persons.  *      ,    J r .        •  % 

Approved,  23  May,  1823. 


An  ACT  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  certain  set-  i 

tiers  in  the  states  of  Alabama,  Missiasippi,and  territory  of  Florida.  , 

Sec.   1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Heme  of  Represcn-  * 

fives  of  the   United  States' of  America  in    Congress  assembled,    Pre-emp- 
That  every  person,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  any  persons,    tl0n'     c' 
who,  being  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  did,  on  or  before  trie  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  actually  inhabit  and  cul- 
tivate  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  which 
tract  is  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person,  and  who  shall 
not  have  removed  from  the  said  territoryt  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
right  of  pre-emption   in  trie  purchase  thereof,  under  the   same 
terms,  restrictions,    conditions,   provisions,    and    regulations,  in 
every  respect,  as  are  directed  by  the  act,'  entitled  "An  Act  giv- 
iner  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,"  passed  February  the  fifth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ami  thirteen :   Provided,  That  no  per-    Prov,SD- 
son  shall  be  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,   who  claims 
any  tract  of  land  in  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  a  confirmation 
of  the  Commissioners,  or  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  any  person,  or  the 
legal  representatives   of  any   person,  entitled  to  a  preference  in    Privilege 
becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land  at  private  sale,  ac-   of  scttlenr 
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cordimr  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who  is  settled  on  a  fractional 
quarter  section,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  purchasing  an  adjoin- 
ing quarter  section,  or  the  fractional  quarter  scctionT  improved 
by  them,  at  their  option. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  cases  where  two 
or  more  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  shall  be 
settled  on  one  quarter,  or  fractional  quarter  section  of  land,  they 
shall  be  authorised  to  purchase  one  or  more  quarter  sections, 
which,  with  the  quarter  section,  or  fractional  quarter  upon  which 
such  persons  are  settled,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  them, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Register  and  Receiver  shall  direct,  so  as 
to  secure,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  to  each  person,  their  im- 
provements, respectively:  Provided,  That  in  no  instance  shall 
any  person  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  the  purchase  for  more 
than  one  quarter  section  of  land,  in  addition  to  his  portion  of 
the  fractional  quarter  section  on  which  he  is  settled. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted %  That  any  person,  or  per- 
sons* who  have  settled  on  and  improved  any  of  the  lands  in  the 
said  Territory,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  who  would 
have  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto  by  this  law,  had  not 
the  same  been  so  reserved,  shall  have  the  right  of  pre-emption 
under  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  subject  to  the  same  re- 
strictions, provided  for  in  other  cases  of  a  right  of  pre-emption 
in  said  Territory  to  a  quarter  section  of  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  same  township,  and  as  near  adjacent  as  lands  of  like  quai> 
iity  can  be  obtained. 

Approved,  22  April,  1826. 
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An  ACT  to  provide  for  tie  confirmation  and  settlement  of  Private  land  claims  :'r. 
East  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  all  the  decisions  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  district  of  east  Florida, 
and  those  recommended  for  confirmation,  under  the  quantity  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  in  favor  of  claimants  to  lands 
and  lots,  contained  in  the  reports,  abstracts,  and  opinions  of  said 
commissioners;  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the  secrctaiy  of 
the  treasury,  according  to  law,  and  referred  by  him  to  Congress,, 
on  the  twenty  first  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty 
five,  and  the  twenty  first  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty  six,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted*  That  all  the  conflicting 
Spanish  claims,  reported  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  approved  May  the  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty  two,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  Tt- 


105 


!ands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,''  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 

DnnVmed:   Provided,  That  this  confirmation  shall  only  operate 

is  a  relinquishment  of  the  title  of  the    united  States;  Provided 

irther,  1'kat  mjiliinir  in  the  foregoing  sections  shall  be  construed 

to  prevent  or  oar  the  judicial  decision   between  persons  claiming 

cities  to  the  lands  confirmed. 

Sec.  3.  Xnd  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  commons  in  the 
city  of  city  of  St.  Augustine  be,  and  the  same  ore  hereby,  con- 
firmed to  the  corporation  of  said  city,  to  the  same  extent  that  th^v 
were  used,  claimed  and  enjoyed,  under  the  Spanish  government. 
And  the  Parochial  church  and  burying  ground  in  possession  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  congregation,  are  continued  to  them:  and 
the  old  Episcopal  church  lot  is,  hereby,  relinquished  andcomirm- 
ed  to  the  incorporated  Episcopal  church  of  St.  Augustine :  Pro- 
vided alwa\s,  That  the  grants  in  this  section  specified,  shall  for- 
ever inure  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  continued,  and  shall 
not  be  alienated  without  the  consent  of  con  cress. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  late  board  of  commissioners  to  deliver 
over  to  the  receiver  and  register,  to  be  appointed  for  the  district 
of  east  Florida,  all  records,  evidence,  and  papers,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  said  board,  relating  to  claims  and  titles  to  land,  in  said 
district ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  receiver  and  register, 
to  examine  and  decide  all  claims  and  titles  to  land,  in  east  Florid 
da,  not  heretofore  decided  by  the  late  board  of  commissioners, 
subject  to  the  limitations,  and  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  providing  for  the  adjustment  of 
private  land  claims  in  Florida. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  eimcted,  That  the  several  claimants 
%o  land  in  said  district,  whose  claims  have  not  been  heretofore  de-* 
cided  on  or  filed,  before  the  late  board  of  commissioners,  be  per- 
mitted to  file  their  claims,  and  the  evidence  in  support  of  them, 
with  the  register  and  receiver  of  said  district,  and  evidence  in 
support  of  those  filed  before  said  board,  at  any  time  before  the 
first  of  November  next,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  the  same, 
with  their  decision  thereon,  and  those  already  filed,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  on  or  before  the  firs*  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  eight,  to  be  laid  before  con? 
>;ress  at  the  next  session. 

Sec.  6.  And  l)€  it  further  enacted,  That  the  receiver  and  re- 
gister shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  and  prescribe  his  du- 
ties ;  and  the  receiver  and  register  shall  each  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
quarterlv,  out  of  any  moneyin  the  Treasury  nototherwise  apr 
propriated,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  performance  of  their  du-r 
ties  as  receiver  and  register,  and  the  additional  duties  required 
by  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  any  other  fees  or  commission* 
jrliatever;  and  the  clerk  appointed  by  them  >hall  be  allowed  the 
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sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly  out  of  any  mo/ 
ney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  keepers  of  public 
archives  of  east  and  west  Florida,  shall  furnish  to  the  surveyor  of 
_3utvoft  e  Puonc  lands  in  Floridawithout  delay,  a  description  of  each  claim 
Reaper  u7  to  land,  which  shall  have  been  confirmed,  which  shall  especially 
fche  public  designate  the  quantity,  locality,  and  connexion  of  such  claim; 
and  where  the  confirmation  may  have  been  made  on  a  grant  or 
survey,  a  copy  of  the  courses  aud  distances  contained  >n  such 
grant  or  survey,  and  the  date  of  the  survey  or  grant ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida, 
to  cause,  under  such  instructions  as  he  may  receive  from  the 
Treasury  department,  the  said  claims  to  be  surveyed,  and  con- 
nected with  the  township  lines  of  the  public  surveys,  and  to  give 
to  them  their  proper  township  and  sectional  numbers,  agreeably 
to  such  descriptions ;  and  he  shall  make  seperate  plats  and  cer- 
tificates of  survey  of  the  same,  one  of  which  shall  be  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in 
which  the  land  may  lie,  and  the  other  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
claimant.  But  it  shall  oe  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  to  withhold 
his  certificate,  if  he  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  land- 
claimed  are  other  lands  than  those  intended  to  be  confirmed,  or  if 
it  shall  appear  that  the  survey,  under  which  the  land  is  claimed^ 
has  been  made  subsequent  "to  the  date  of  the  survey  under  which 
the  claim  was  confirmed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  soon  as  the  said 
fin!  v  of  the  tracts  of  land  shall  have  been  thus  surveyed,  and  the  surveys 
registei  thereof  returned  to  the  office  of  the  proper  register,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  register  to  issue  certificates  in  favor  of  the 
claimants  entitled  thereto ;  and,  if  it  shall  appear,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  that  the  cer- 
tificates have  been  fairly  obtained,  and  correspond  with  the  trans- 
cripts transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  plats 
returned  by  the  surveyor,  patents  shall  be  granted,  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  surveyor  of  the 
Dutyofthe    public  lands  shall  designate  on  the  township  plats  the  claims  for 
which  he  shall  have  refused  to  issue  his  certificates  of  survey. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying all  claims  founded  on  surveys  or  grants  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States :  Provided,  the  same  shall  not  exceed  four 
dollars  per  mile,  for  every  mile  actually  run  and  marked. 

Sec.   11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  no  patent  shall  is- 

?#xr,         sue,  without  the  consent  of  the  parties,  for   lands,  the  claims  tc 

which  may  have  been  confirmed  on  surveys,  which  interfere  with 

each  other,  until  a  legal  decision  shall  have  been  had  on  the  same. 

fecc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  holders  of  claims 


107 

river  three  thousand  five  hundred   acres,   winch  have  been  filed 
.nth  the  commissioners,  or  with  the  register  and  receive  \  oJ  the    ^"^rLed 
ind  cilice  for  West  Florida,  acting  as  commissioners  tor  at  judi-    >    holders 

o;  c.uiim. 


nrissioners  for  adjudicating  claims  to  land  in  East  Florida,  or 
which,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  be  tiled  u  itfa  the  re- 
gister and  receiver  of  the  land  oihee  for  East  Florida,  and  which 
claims  have  noLbeen  reported  against  by  the  said  commissioners, 
or  by  the  register  and  receiver,  shall  cause  the  same  to  he  so  con- 
nected with  the  township  lines  of  the  public  surveys,  and  shall 
furnish  to  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  such  in- 
formation as  will  enable  him  to  exhibit,  accurately,  the  ^airi  claims 
on  liis  township  plats,  and  the  lands  thus  claimed  shall  be  ic  serv- 
ed from  sale:  Provided,  the  information  required  to  enable  the 
surveyor  to  exhibit  them  on  the  township  plats,  shall  have  been 
furnished  to  him  within  one  year  after  the  iines  of  the  townships, 
within  which  such  claims  may  lie,  shall  have  been  run ;  or  where 
the  township  lines  have  already  been  run,  within  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act.  -   | 

Sec.  13.   knd  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  djuy,  rjutvofthe 
oi  the  register  and  receiver  at  Tallahassee,  to  deliver "over  to  th^rvgiter^ke 
keeper  of  the  public    archives  of  West  Florida,  all  the  records 
and  papers  of  the  late  board  of  commissioner  for  West  Florida, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  \ 

office  for  East  Florida,  to  deliver  to  the  keeper  of  the  public 
archives  of  East  Florida,  all  the  records  and  papers  of  the  fete 
board  of  commissioners  for  East  Florida,  relating  to  claims  con- 
tinued by  this  act. 

Sec.  14.  Antl  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  governor  and  legislative  council  to  sell  one  of  the  reserved 
quarter  sections-of  land,  near*  Tallahassee,  and  apply  the  pro-  Dmvoftke 
ceeds  to  the  erectioirof  public  buildings;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  '  ^c' 
for  them  to  reserve  such  portion  of  the  quarter  section  to  the  town 
of  Tallahassee,  contiguous  to  the^creek  and  waterfall,  as  may  in 
their  opinion,  contribute  tt>  the  health  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants;  and  they  shall^have  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  pre- 
servation of,  and  expulsion  from,  the  other  two  quarter  sections, 
all  intruders,  and  to  abate  all  nuisances;  which  said  two  reserv- 
ed quarter  sections  shall  be  reserved  for,  and  vested  in,  the  state, 
should  that  territory  ever  be  erected  into  cue. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  three  persons 
whose  improvements  were  included  in  the  reserves  made  to  cer-  Persons  en 
tain  indian  chiefs,  in  the  treaty  with  the  Florida^ndians,  of  the  eiuI,ct,0Uprc 
eighteenth  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  to  the  same  quantity 
of  land,  in  said  district,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
other  pre-emptions,  to  be  located  uuder  the  direction  of  the  re- 
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reiver  *nd  register,  upon  the  production  of  proof  thrit  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  granting  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  if  the  reserves  had  not  been  made. 
APPROVED,  9th  Feb.  1827. 


An  ACT  to  provide  fbr  the  final  settlemenc  of  land  claims  ir» Florida  . 

Set ,  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent 
tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
'_  :  :  aii  the  claims  and  titles  to  land  filed  before  the  Register 
and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  acting  as  commissioners,  in  the. 
district  of  east  Florida,  under  the  quantity  contained  in  one 
league  square,  which  have  been  decided  and  recommended  for 
confirmation^  contained  in  the  reports,  abstracts  and  opinions,  of 
said  register  and  receiver,  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  according  to  law,  and  referred  by  him  to  'Congress, 
on  the  fourteenth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundied  and 
thirty,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  confirmed,  with  the  exception 
of  such  claims  as  were  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  government, 
subsequent  to  the  twenty  fourth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  which  shall  be  re-examined  and  reported, 
with  the  evidence  by  the  register  and  receiver,  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enncted.  That  all  the  conflicting 
Spanish  claims,  reported  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of 
the  art  of  Congress,  approved  M;iy  the  eighth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  two,  and  recommended  -for  confirma- 
tion as  valid  titles,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed,  so  far 
as  the  United  States  have  any  title  to  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  all  claims  derived 
from  the  former  British  Government,  contained  in  the  reports  of 
the  commissioners  of  East  Florida,  or  the  register  and  receiver, 
acting  as  such,  who  did  not  avail  themselves  ol  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  England,  signed  at  \  ersailles  on 
the  twentieth  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
three,  by  leaving  said  province,  but  who  remained  in  the  same, 
ar.d  became  Spanish  subjects,  and  whose  titles  were  approved  by 
the  Spanish  authorities,  and  have  been  recommended  for  confir- 
mation by  saiJ  commissioners,  or  register  and  receiver,  acting 
as  such,  be,  and  die  same  are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  remaining 
claims  which  have  been  presented  according  to  law,  and  not  final- 
ly acted  upon,  shall  be  adjudicated  and  finally  settled  upon  the 
same  conditions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  in  every  respect,  as 
are  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  twenty  third 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  eight;  entitled  "a«p 
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#ct  sup'piemmtary  to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  settlement 
and  confirmation  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida." 

Sec.  5.  Aii&  be  it  further  enacted,    That  it  shall  be  the  duty  "  Dfcpositknft 

of  tho  register  and  receiver  to  deliver  over  all  papers  relative  to    »t"  papers. 
private  land  claims  in  cast  Florida  to  the  keeper  of  the  public 
archives. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all    confirmations  of 
land  titles,  under  this  act,  shall  only  operate  as  a  relinquishment    of^fi^.n 
of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the   said  tends   respectively,    mution 
and  shall  not  be  construed  either  as  a  guarantee  of  any  such  titles, 
or  in  any  manner  affecting  the  rights  of  other  persons  to  the  same 
lands*  -* 

Soc.  7*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of 
twenty  third  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  Act  of  1828 
eight,  as  directed  that  the  selection  of  claimants  who  availed  them- 
selves of  the  first  section  of  said  act  by  accepting  a  quantity  equal 
to  one  league  square  within  their  respective  grants,  which  confined 
the  selection  to  sectional  lines,  shall  not  be  held  to  extend  to  the  se- 
lection by  the  claimants  of  a  greater  quantity  than  a  section,  but. 
the  said  claimauts  who  have,  or  may  hereafter  selec^,  under  the 
provisions  of  said  law,  any  quantity  equal  to  the  amount  granted 
in  bodies  larger  than  a  section  in  the  form  of  any  Spanish  survey, 
or  plat  of  survey,  or  where  the  sections  arc  broken  by  any  river, 
the  said  land  so  selected,  or  which  maybe  so  selected,  is  hereby 
confirmed  to  said  claimants  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  thc-*ur~ 
veyor  general  to  make  a  survey  and  certificate  of  all  such-cjaims, 
to  return  the  same  to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office, 
and  thereupon  a  patent  shall  issue  to  the  oricr'nial  grantee,  or  to  his 
assignee;  if  the  land  has  been  sold  or  transferred  to  any  other 
person,  or  to  the  legal  owner  by  purchase  or  descent. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claimants  who  are 
entitled  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  or  who  may  avail  themselves  Time  forrr 
of  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act,  by  taking  a  quantity  equal  ,mflui!:h- 
to  a  league  square  in  lieu  oft  the  whole  grant,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  allowed  the  further  time  of  one  year,  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  to  execute  their  relincuishments,  and  to  file  their 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  said  law. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be   the  duty 
of  the  registers  and  receivers  to  restore  to  the  claimants  the  title    Title  deedi 
fieeds  on  which  they  may  have  finally  rejected  the  claims. 

ArPROvED,  Mav2G,'l830. 


An  ACT  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eenrcscn-  yQi9ei  ^ 
tntires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conp-css  assembled,  foited,  &«. 
That,  if  any  ship  ©r  vessel  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act*  be- 
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enlaced  or  employed  in  carrying  or  transporting  any  property 
whatsoever,  taken  from  any  wreck*  from  the  sen,  or  from  any  of 
the  keys  or  shoals  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.  States,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  every  such  ship  or 
vessel,  so  engaged  and  employed,  together  with  her  tackle,  appa- 
rel, and  furniture,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and 
condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  or  territories  there- 
of, having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  property,  of  every 
description  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  taken  from  any  wreck 
from  the  sea,  or  from  any  of  the'lieys  and  shoals,  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of  .Florida,  shall  be 
brought  to  some  port  of  entry  within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3'.  dnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every  forfei- 
ture or  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  accrue  one  moiety  to  the  informer  or 
informers,  aud  the  other  to  the  United  States,  and  may  be  'miti- 
gated or  remitted,  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  4*an 
act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penal- 
ties, and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned,'* 
''passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety  seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed  eleventh  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Approved,  3  March,  1325, 
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An  ACT  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United^  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  shall 
commence  its  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  in  each  year, 
instead  of  the  second  Monday  in  October,  as  now  directed  by 
law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first  and  third 
sections  of  an  act  "to  amend  an  act  for  the  apprehension  of  crim- 
inals and  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  passed  by 
said  Legislative  Council  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  be,  and  the  same  arc  hereby  annulled 

Approved,  Mav  14,  1330. 


Ill 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  a  treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
was  concluded  and  sitmed  between  their  Plenipotentiaries  in  this 
city,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eiorht  hundred  and  nineteen,  which  treaty, 
■vord  for  word,  is  as  follows : 

[original.] 
TREATY 

Of  Amity,  Settlement  and  Limits,  between  the  United  States  cf  America  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  de- 
siring to  consolidate,  on  a  permanent  basis,  the  friendship  and 
good  correspondence  which  happily  prevails  between  the  two 
parties,  have  determined  to  settle  and  terminate  all  their  differ- 
ences and  pretensions,  by  a  treaty,  which  shall  designate  with 
precision,  the  limits  of  their  respective  bordering  territories,  ia 
north  America. 

With  this  intention,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
furnished  with  their  full  powers,  John  QuiNCY  Adams,  secreta- 
ry of  state  of  the  United  States;  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  has 
appointed  the  most  excellent  Lord  Don  Louis  De  ONIS,  Gon- 
zalez, Lopez  y  Vara,  Lord  of  the  town  of  Rayaces,  perpetual 
regidor  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Salamancha,  Knight 
Grand-Cross  of  the  Royal  American  Order  of  Isabella  the  Cath- 
olic, decorated  with  the  Lys  of  La  Vendee,  Knight  Pensioner  of 
the  Royal  and  distinguished  Spanish  Order  of  Charles  the  Third, 
Member  of  the  Supreme  Assembly  of  the  said  Royal  Order,  of 
the  Council  of  his  Catholic  Majesty — his  Secretary,  with  the 
Exercise  of  Decrees,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their 
powers,  have  agreed  upon,  and  concluded  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  1. 
There  shall  be  a  firm  and  inviolable  peace,  and  sincere  friend- 
ship between  the  United  States  and  their  citizens,  and   his  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  his  successors  and   subjects,  without   exception  of 
persons  and  places. 
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ARTICLE  2, 

His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States,  in  fuii  prop- 
erty and  sovereignty,  all  the  territories  which  belong  to  him,  sit* 
uated  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  oS 
cast  an  west  Florida.  The  adjacent  islands  dependent  on  said 
provinces,  all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifi- 
ces, fortifications,  barracks,  and  other  buildings,  which  are  not 
private  property,  archives  and  documents,  which  relate  directlv 
to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  said  provinces,  are  included 
in  this  article.  The  said  archives  and  documents,  shall  be  left 
in  possession  of  the  commissaries  or  officers  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them. 

ARTICLE  3. 
The  boundary  line  between  the  two  countries,  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  shall  begin  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Sabine;  in  the  sea.  continuing  north,  along  the  western 
bank  of  that  river,  to  the  32(1  degree  of  latitude ;  thence,  by  a 
line  due  north,  to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio 
Roxo  of  Nachitoches,  or  Red  river;  then  following  the  course 
of  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to  the  degree  of  longitude  100  west  frorn 
London,  and  23  from  Washington;  then,  crossing  the  said  Red 
river,  and  running  tnence.  by  a  line  due  north  to  the  river  Ar- 
kansas :  thence,  following  the  course  of  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Arkansas,  to  its  source,  in  latitude  42  north ;  and  thence  by 
that  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  South  Sea.  The  whole  being  a> 
laid  down  in  Melish's  map  of  the  United  States,  published  at 
Philadelphia,  improved  to  the  1st  of  January  1818.  But,  if  the 
source  of  the  Arkansas  river  shall  be  found  to  fall  north  or  south 
of  latitude  42,  then  the  line  shall  run  from  the  said  source  due 
South  or  north,  as  the  case  may  be,  til!  it  meets  the  said  parallel 
of  latitude  42,  and  thence*  along  the  said  parallel,  to  the  south 
sea.  All  the  islands  in  the  Sabine,  and  the  said  Red  and  Ar- 
kansas rivers,  throughout  the  course  thus  described,  to  belong 
to  the  United  States ;  but  the  use  of  the  waters  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Sabine  to  the  sea,  and  of  the  said  rivers  Roxo  and 
Arkansas,  throughout  the  extent  of  the  said  boundary,  on  their 
Respective  banks,  shall  be  common  to  the  respective  inhabitants 
of  both  nations. 

The  two  high  contracting  parties  agree  to  cede  and  renounce 
all  their  riehts,  claims  and  nretensions,  to  the  territories  describ- 
ed bv  the  *iid  line,  tnat  is  to  say — Tne  United  States  hereby 
Cede  to  his  catholic  majesty,  and  renounce  forever,  all  the  riertas, 
claims  and  pretensions  to  the  territories  i  vine  west  and  south  of 
the  above  described  line;  and,  in  like  manner,  his  catholic  ma« 
jesty  cedes  to  the  said  United  States,  all  his  rights,  claims  and 
pretensions,  to  any  territories  east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  and 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  renounces  all  claim  to  th?' 
€?ud  territories  for  ever* 


118 

ARTICLE  4. 
To  nx  this  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  place  the  land 
marks  niiicii  snail  designate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations, 
each  of  the  contracting";  parties  shall  meet  before  the  termination 
of  one  year,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  at 
Nachitoches,  on  the  Red  river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the 
raid  line,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the  Red  river,  and 
from  the  red  river,  to  the  river  Arkansas,  and  to  ascertain  the 
latitude  of  the  source  of  the  said  river  Arkansas,  in  conformity 
to  what  is  above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated,  and  the  line  of  lat^ 
stude  42  degrees  to  the  South  Sea;  they  shall  make  out  plans 
:nd  keep  journals  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  result  agreed 
upon  by  them  shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  treaty,  and 
:hall  have  the  same  force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  The  two 
goverments  will  amicably  agree  respecting  the  necessary  articles 
to  be  furnished  to  those  persons, and  also  as  to  their  respective  es» 
corts,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary. 

ARTICLE  5 
The  inhabitats  of  the  ceded  territories  shall  be  secured  in  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion  without  any  restriction,  and  all 
those  who  may  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  dominions,  shall 
be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their  ejects  at  any  time  whatever, 
without  being  subject,  in  either  case,  to  duties. 

ARTICLE  6. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  territories  which  his  Catholic  Majesty 
cedes  to  the  United  States,  by  this  treaty,  shall  be  incorporated 
in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  admitted  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges,  rights  and  immunities,  of  tht 
citizens  of  the  United  States, 

ARTICLE  7. 

The  officers  and  troops  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  terri- 
tories hereby  ceded  by  him  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  with* 
drawn,  and  possession  of  the  places  occupied  by  them,  shall  be 
given  within  six  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  to  the  commissioners  or  officers  of  the  United  States, 
duly  appointed  to  receive  them;  and  the  United  States  shall  fur- 
nish the  transports  and  escort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish 
officers  and  troops,  and  their  baggage,  to  the  Havana. 

ARTICLE   8. 

All  the  grants  oi  lands  made  before  the  24th  of  January,  1818, 
by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  lawful  authorities  in  the  said 
territories,  ceded  by  his  Majesty  to  the  United  States,  shall  be 
Ratified  and  confirme  d  to  the  persons  in  possession^  the  lands, 
to  the  same  extent  that  the  same  grants  would  be  valid,  if  the  ter- 
ritories had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty.    But  the  owners  in  possession  of  such  lands  who,  by  reason 
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&(  the  recent  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  the  revo-. 
lutiO!ii>  in  Europe,  have  been  prevented  from  fulfilling  all  the  coiv 
'ditions  of  their  grants,  shall  complete  them  within  the  terms  limit- 
ed in  the  same,  respectively,  from  the  date  of  this  treaty,  in  tie- 
fault  of  which,  the  said  grants  shall  be  null  and  void.  All 
grants  made  since  the  said  24th  of  January,  181?.  when  the  first 
proposals,  on  the  part  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  for  the  cession 
of  the  Florid  as,  was  made,  are  hereby  declared,  and  agreed  to 
be  null  and  void. 

ARTICLE   9. 

The  two  high  contracting  parties,  animated  with  the  mos: 
earnest  desire  of  conciliation,  and  with  the  object  of  putting  aa 
end  to  all  the  differences  which  existed  between  them,  and  of  con- 
firming the  good  understanding-  which  they  wish  to  be  for  ever 
maintained  between  them,  reciprocally  renounce  all  claims  for 
damages  or  injuries  which  they,  themselves,  as  well  as  their  res- 
pective citizens  and  subjects,  may  have  suffered  until  the  time  of 
signing  this  treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will  extend  to  all  the 
injuries  mentioned  in  the  convention  of  the  1 1th  of  August  1802. 

2.  To  all  claims  on  account  of  prizes  made  by  French  priva- 
teers, and  condemned  by  French  consuls,  within  the  territory 
and  jurisdiction  of  Spain. 

3.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  account  of  the  suspension 
of  the  ricrht  of  deposit,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1802. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  cov- 
ernment  of  Spain,  arising  from  the  unlawful  seizure  at  sea,  and 
in  the  ports  and  territories  of  Spain,  or  the  Spanish  colonies. 

5.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  statements  of  which,  soliciting-  the  interpo- 
sition  of  the  rrovernment  of  the  United  States,  have  have  been 
presented  to  the  department  of  State,  or  to 'the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802. 

The  renunciation  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  extends  to  all  -the 
injuries  mentioned  in  the  convention  of  the  11th  of  Aiurust  1802, 

2.  To  the  sums  which  his  Catholic  Majesty  advanced  for  the 
return  of  Captain  Pike  from  the  Provincias  Internas. 

3.  To  all  injuries  caused  by  the  expedition  of  Miranda,  that 
was  mted  out  and  equipped  at  New  York. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  Spanish  subjects  upon  the  c-overnment  of 
the  United  States,  arisine-  from  unlawful  seizures  at  sea,  or  with* 
in  the  ports  ^iid  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  to  all  claims  of  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  up- 
on the  erovernmewt  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  interposi- 
tion of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  erovernment  has  been  solicited  be- 
fore the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  since  the  date  of  the  convention 
of  1802,  or  which  may  nave  been  made  to  the  department  c* 
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^-Foreicrn  Affairs  of  his  Majesty,  or  to  his  Minister  in  the  United 
States. 

And  the  hicrh  contracting:  parties,  respectively,  renounce  all 
claim  to  indemnities,  for  any  of  the  recent  events  or  transactions 
of  their  respective  commanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridas. 

The  United  States  will  cause  satisfaction  to  be  made  for  the 
injuries,  if  any,  which,  by  process  of  law,  shall  be  established  to 
have  been  suffered  by  the  Spanish  officers,  and  individual  Spanish 
inhabitants,  by  the  late  operations  of  the  American  army  in 
Florida.- 

ARTICLE  10. 

The  convention  entered  into  between  the  two  governments, 
on  the  11th  o(  August  1802,  the  ratification  of  which,  were  ex- 
changed the  21st  December,  1818,  is  annulled. 

ARTICLE  11. 

The  United  States,  exonerating  Spain  from  all  demands  in  fu- 
ture on  account  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens  to  which  the  re- 
nunciations herein  contained  extend,  and  considering  them  en- 
tirely cancelled,  undertake  to  make  satisfaction  for  tho  same,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars.  To  ascertain 
the  full  amount  and  validity  of  those  claims,  a  commission,  to 
consist  of  three  commissioners,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  which  commission  shall  meet  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  and,  within  the  space  of  three  years  from  the  time 
of  their  first  meeting,  shall  receive,  examine  and  decide  upon  the 
amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  included  within  the  bescrip- 
tion  above  mentioned.  The  said  commissioners  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings, for  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  their  duties ;  and 
in  case  of  death,  sickness,  or  necessary  absence,  of  any  such 
commissioner,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  the  appointment 
as  aforesaid,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  recess  of  the  senate,  of  another  commissioner  in  his  stead. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  be  authorised  to  hear  and  examine, 
on  oath,  every  question  relative  to  the  said  claims,  and  to  rceeive 
all  suitable  authentic  testimony  concerning  the  same.  And  the 
Spanish  government  shall  furnish  all  such  documents  and  eluci- 
dations as  may  be  in  their  possession,  for  the  adjustment  oi  the 
said  claims,  accordincr  to  the  principles  of  justice,  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  parties 
of  27th  October,  1798;  the  said  documents  to  be  specified  when 
demanded  at  the  instance  of  said  commissioners. 

The  payment  of  such  claims  as  may  be  admitted  and  adjusted 
by  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  t/iem,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  he  made  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  either  immediately  at  their  treasury,  or  by  the  crea-t 
lion  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annurm 
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payable  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  within  ds0 
territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  the  congress  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

The  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  to- 
gether with  the  vouchers  and  documents  produced  before  them, 
relative  to  the  claims  to  be  adjusted  and  decided  upon  by  them, 
shaJl,  after  the  close  of  their  transactions,  be  deposited  in  the 
department  of  state  of  the  United  States,  and  copies  of  them, 
or  any  part  of  them,  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, if  required,  at  the  demand  of  the  Spanish  Minister  in  the 
United  States. 

ARTICLE  12. 

The  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation,  of  1795,  remains  cor* 
firmed  in  all,  and  each  one  of  its  articles,  excepting  the  2d,  3d* 
4th.  and  21st,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  22d  article,  which^ 
having  been  altered  by  this  treaty,  or  having  received  their  en* 
tir«  execution,  are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  15th  article  of  the  same  treaty  of  Friend* 
ship,  Limits,  and  Navigation,  of  1795,  in  which  it  is  stipulated, 
that  the  flag  shall  cover  the  property,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  agree  that  this  shall  be  so  understood  with  respect  to 
those  powers  who  recognize  this  principle ;  but,  if  either  of  the 
two  contracting  parties  shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and 
the  other  neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover  the  property 
of  enemies,  whose  government  acknowledge  this  principle,  and 
not  of  others. 

ARTICLE    13. 

Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to  favour  their  mutual  com- 
merce, by  affording  in  their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to 
their  respective  merchant  vessels,  have  agreed,  that  the  sailors 
who  shall  desert  from  their  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  shall 
be  arrested  and  delivered  up,  at  the  instance  of  the  consul,  who 
shall  prove,  nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  belonged  to  the  ves- 
sels that  claim  them,  exhibiting  the  document  that  is  customary 
in  iheir  nation;  that  is  to  say,  the  American  consul  in  a  Spasish 
port,  shall  exhibit  the  document  known  by  the  name  of  Articles t 
and  the  Spanish  consul  in  American  ports,  the  Roll  of  the  ves- 
sel; and  if  the  name  of  the  deserter  or  deserters,  who  are  claim- 
ed, snail  appear  in  the  one  or  the  other,  they  shall  be  arrested, 
held  in  custody,  and  delivered  to  the  vessel  to  which  tbey  shall 
belong* 

ARTICLE  14. 

The  United  States  hereby  certify,  that  they  have  not  received 

any  compensation  from  France,   for  the   injuries  they    suffered 

fr«m  her  privateers,  consuls,  and  tribunals,  on   the  coasts,    and 

t  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  for  the  satisfaction  of  which   provision   i: 

:nade  by  this  treaty;  and  they  will  present  an  authentic  KatemeiH 
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of  the  prizes  made,  and  of  their  value,  that  Spain  mav  avail  her- 
self  of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  she  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

ARTICLE    15. 

The  United  States,  to  give  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  a  proof  of 
their  desire  to  cement  the  relations  of  amity  subsisting  between 
the  two  nations,  and  to  favor  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  agree  that  Spanish  vessels,  coming  laden 
only  with  productions  of  Spanish  growth  or  manufactures,  di- 
rectly from  the  ports  of  Spain,  or  of  her  colonies,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  the  ports  of  Pensacola 
and  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Floridas,  without  paying  other  or  hi  gh- 
cr  duties  on  their  cargoes,  or  of  tonnage,  than  will  be  paid  by 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  During  the  caid  term,  no  oilier 
nation  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  within  the  ceded  territories. 
The  twelve  years  shall  commence  three  months  after  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 

article  16." 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  in  due  form,  by  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  in  six 
months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten    Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  have 
signed,  by  virtue  of  our  powers,  the  present  Treaty  of  Amity, . 
Settlement,  and  Limits,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  our  seals,  re&- 
pectively. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  twenty  second  day  of  February^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  [seal.] 
LOUIS  DE  ONIS,  [seal.] 

And  whereas  his  said  Catholic  Majesty  did,  on  the  twenty 
fourth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  treaty, 
which  ratification  is  in  the  words  and  of  the  tenor  following  : 

[translation.] 

"Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  king  of  the  Spains. 

"Whereas,  ou  the  twenty  second  day  of  February,  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  last  past,  a  treaty  was 
concluded  and  signed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  between  Don 
Louis  de  Onis,  my  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, and  John  Quincy  Adams,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  state 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  competently  authorized  by 
both  parties,  consisting  of  sixteen  articles,  which  had  for  their 
object  the  arrangement  of  differences,  and  ot  limits  between 
both  governments  and  their  respective  territories;  which  arc  ojf 
the  following  form  and  literal  tenor*" 

£Here  followg  the  above.J 
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''Therefore,  having  seen  and  examined  the  sixteen  articles  afore  - 
said,  and  having  first  obtained  the  consent  and  authority  of  the 

General  Cortes  of  the  nation  with  respect  to  the  cession  men- 
tioned and  stipulated  in  the  2d  and  3d  articles,  I  approve  and 
ratify  all  and  every  one  of  the  articles  referred  to,  and  the  claus- 
es which  are  contained  in  them;  and,  in  virtue  of  these  presents, 
I  approve  and  ratify  them ;  promising-,  on  the  faith  and  word  of 
51  Kiim-,  to  execute  and  observe  them,  and  cause  them  to  be  ex- 
ecuted and  observed,  entirely,  as  if  I  myself  had  signed  them  7 
and  that  the  circumstance  of  having  exceeded  the  term  of  six 
months,  fixed  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  in  the  16th  ar- 
ticle may  afford  no  obstacle  in  any  manner,  it  is  my  deliberate 
will  that  the  present  ratification  be  as  valid  and  firm,  and  produce 
the  same  effects  as  if  it  had  been  done  within  the  determined  pe- 
riod. Desirous  at  the  same  time  of  avoiding  any  doubt  or  am- 
biguity concerning  the  meaning  of  the  8th  article  of  the  said 
treaty,  in  respect  to  the  date  which  is  pointed  out  in  it  as  the  pe- 
riod for  the  confirmation  of  the  grants  of  land,  in  the  Fioridas 
ma:1e  by  me,  or  by  the  competent  authorities  in  my  royal  name, 
which  point  of  date  was  fixed  in  the  positive  understanding  of  the 
three  grants  of  land  made  in  favor  of  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the 
Count  of  Punonrostro,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas,  being  an- 
nulled by  its  tenor,  I  think  proper  to  declare,  that  the  said  three 
Grants  have  remained  and  do  remain  entirely  annulled  and  inva- 
lid; and  that  neither  the  three  individuals  mentioned,  nor  those 
who  may  have  title  or  interest  through  them,  can  avail  themselves 
of  the  said  grants  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner:  under  which 
explicit  declaration  the  said  8th  article  is  to  be  understood  as  rat- 
ified. In  the  faith  of  all  which  I  have  commanded  to  despatch 
these  presents.  Signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  secret  seal, 
and  countersigned  by  the  under  written,  my  Secretary  of  Des- 
patch of  State. 
Given  at  Madrid,  the  twenty  fourth    of  October,  one   thousand 

eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

(Signed)  FERNANDO. 

Countersigned,  EVARISTO  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  did,  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  the  present  month,  advise  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication, on  the  part  of  these  United  States,  of  the  said  treaty, 
in  the  Mowing  words: 

"In  Senate  of  the  United  Stated, 
Februarv  19th.  1821. 

u  Resolved, two  thirds  of  the  Senators  presents  concurring  there- 
in :  That  the  Senate,  havinrrexamined  the  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement,  and  limits  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  made  and  concluded  on  the  twenty  second 
of  Februa*"  .  one  thousand  fcitrht  hundred  and  nineteen,  and 
seen  and  considered  the  ratUkauon  thereof  made  by  his  Cathoir- 
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Maiestv,  on  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  do  consent  to.  and  advise  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  ratify  the  same.': 

And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  said  advice  and  consent  of 
the  United  States.  I  have  ratified  and  confirmed  the  said  treaty, 
in  the  words  following,  viz: 

"Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Monroe,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  having  seen  and  considered  the  treaty  above 
recited,  together  with  the  ratification  of  his  Catholic  Majesty 
thereof,  do  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  these  presents,  accept,  ratify, 
and  confirm  the  said  treaty,  and  every  clause  and  article  thereof, 
as  the  same  are  herein  before  set  forth. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
of  America  to  be  hereunto  alfixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  twenty 
second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty  one,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  the  forty-fifth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Bv  the  President: 
'JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  Secretary  of  State. 
And  whereas  the  said  ratifications,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  have  been  this  day,  duly  ex- 
changed, at  Washington,  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  and  by  General  Don  Francisco 
Diomsio  VivES,  Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Catholic  Majesty :  Now  therefore,  to  the  end 
that  the  said  treaty  may  be  observed  and  performed  with  good 
faith,  on  the  part  of  the  United- States,  I  have  caused  the  premi- 
ses to  be  made  public;  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all 
persons  bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  U.  States,  and 
all  others,  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  or  being  within  the 
same,  faithfully  to  observe  and  fulfil  the  said  treaty,  and  every 
clause  and  article  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  twenty-second  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year   of  our    Lord    one  thousand   eight 
L.  S.      hundred  and  twenty  one,  and  of  the  Sovereignty  and 
Independence  of  the  United  States,  the  forty  fifth. 

JAMES  MONROE 
Bv  the  Prpsident: 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  Secretary  of  State. 
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\PPALACHICOLA— town  of 

County  Court  for, 

Concurrent  jurisdiction  with  sup.  court, 
Clerk  and  sheriff,  how  appointed, 
Jury,  how  summoned, 
Rulesof  practice, 
Appeals,  how  taken, 
Executions,  how  issued, 
Grand  Jury  to  be  drawnt 
Appeals — amendatory  act  of  1829  repealed 
ACADEMY— Leon 

Pensacola 
Administration — act  concerning 
Appraisers — Justice  01  Peace  authorised  to  swear 
ATTACHMENTS— Property  claimed,  repleviable 

Appearance  of  deft,  not  to  dissolve, 
Part  of  act  of  1829,  repealed, 
Property  attached,  how  repleviable, 
Attorneys  V.  &.— may  appoint  deputies 
AUCTIONEERS— an  act  concerning 
No  deputy  allowed 

Fine  for  selling  goods,  except  in  person 
Fine  and  imprisonment  for  false  returns 
Auditor  of  Florida — an  act  concerning 
BANK — of  St.  Augustine 
of  Pensacola 

of  West  Florida,  to  amend  act  of  incorporation 
Bradcn,  H.  W. — authorised  to  make  canal 
Brenizer,  Emelinc — for  the  relief  of 
CANAL  COMPANY— Planters  and  Citizens 
Wacissa  and  Aucilla 
Cain,  Judith — act  for  the  relief  of 
Carter,  Mary — to  repeal  the  act  of  divorce  of 
Cattle — concerning  the  marking  and  branding  of 
Certiorari — issuing  writs  of 

Clerks — of  the  county  courts  may  grant  lettefs  testamentary 
Companies,  volunteer — may  elect  their  officers 
Compilation  of  statutes 
Compensation  for  officers  of  council 

COMMISSIONERS— to  take  acknowledgements  of  weeing 
under  seal 

Governor  to  appoint   one  ^r  more  m 
each  state  and  territory 
Authorised  to  admini.^er  oath  of  office 
County  Court — of  St.  Johns ;  time  of  holding. 
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CRIMINALS — act  concerning  10 
Prosecutor's  name  to  beendorsed  on  indictment  " 
Duty  of  jurors  in  case  of  malicious  prosecution       " 

Officers  may  summons  posse  comitates  «; 

12th  sec.  of  act  of  1828,  revived  17 

Election — of  members  of  legislative  council  90 

Error—  writs  of  8 

FERRIES— Holmes'  creek  26 

Suwannee  40 

Black  creek  4G 

Dabney's,  over  Suwannee  84 

Femandina — incorporation  of  63 
Free  negroes  and  Mulattoes — Justices  of  the  peace  not  to 

grant  license  to  cany  fire-arms  30* 

Foster,  Ellen — act  for  the  relief  of  26 

Fort  St.  Marks — board  of  trustees  of  85 

Garey,  S.  Y. — to  establish  a  ferry  46 

Hawkins,  C.  E. — an  act  for  the  relief  of  12 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars — act  relating  to  86 

INDIANS— Laws  extended  over  33 

Act  regulating  the  trading  with  12 

Prohibition  of  trading  with,  within  their  limits  13 

Penality  for  such  offence  " 

Duty  of  Justice  of  peace  in  relation  to  this  act  " 

Inveigling  or  stealing  slaves  " 

Injunctions — an  act  concerning  22 

JACKSON  SPRING— an  act  to  incorporate  37 

Countv— couilty  seat  of  71 

JUDGMENTS— interest  on  31 

Clerk  shall  endorse  the  time  of  M 
Justices1  of  the  Peace — duty  of,  under  the  act  regulating 

trading  with  the  indians  13 

KEY  WEST — an  act  concerning  the  town  of  15 

Building  of  jail  at  29 

Larceny — false  marking  cattle  7 

LAWS— extended  over  the  indians  33 

an  act  concerning  the  distribution  of  the  27 

of  this  session  in  force  1st  April  16 

LEON  COUNTY— boundaries  of  31 

Rail  way  company,  incorporation  of  67 

Academy,  act  to  incorporate  86 

Lcvinus,  J.  IV. — to  buifd  a  bridge  jover  Ocklocknev  river  19 

LETTERS  TESTAMENTARY— an  act  concerning  IS 

Those  granted  by  elk.  Escambia  cty.  ratified  " 

Clerk  authorised  to  grant  in  certain  cases  19 

LITERARY  FUND — Commissioners  to  be  appointed  15 

Fines  and  forfeitures  a^rvi^a'u"  J&' 

Act  of  1829,  rcpealea 

Lien  on  personal  property,  from  time  of  judgment,  repealed  31 

Marianna — incorporation  of  44 

Magnolia — to  amend  act  of  incorporation  36 

Mortino,  Susan — act  for  tho  relief  of  30. 
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Medicine — Practitioners  of  29 

fibers  or  Legislative  Council— -election  of  90 

MUUia—- to  amend  act  relating  to  ^4 

ifonticcllo— -incorporation  of  41 

Negroes  d\n\Mulattocs—  act  relating  to  30 

PATROLS — an  act  concerning  23 

Duty  of  captains  of  companies  " 

Fine  for  disobeying  orders  24 

Substitute  allowed  " 

Captains  to  make  returns  25 

This  act  to  be  read  to  companies  " 

PENSACOLA— bank  of  47 

Academy  ol  S3 

Pedlars  and  Hawkers — act  concerning  88 

Personal  property— -lien  on — act  repealed  31 

PILOTS— at  Appalachian^  32 

at  St.  Johns  and  Nassau  14 

Planters'  Canal  Company  76 

Quincy — act  to  incorporate  town  of  44 

Roberts,  J.  IF.— authorised  to  establish  ferry  40 

Roche,  S.  J. — act  for  the  relief  of  26 

SLAVES — enveijjline  or  stealing,  how  punished  13 

Giving  ticket  or  pass  to  u 

Relating  to  the  hiring  of  61 

Scat  of  government,  permanent  location  of  17 

Spring  Creek,  a  navigable  stream  34 

Statutes — compilation  of  38 

St.  Marks  navigation  company  52 

St.  Augustine  Bank,  incorporation  of  55 

St.  Marks — board  of  trustees  59 

St.  Augustine — incorporation  of  72 

Stone,  L.  M. — act  for  the  relief  of  61 

SUPERIOR  COURT— of  Washington  county  22 

Act  to  provide  for*  •• 

TALLAHASSEE— act  to  incorporate  35 

Treasurer  of  Territory — act  concerning  19 

Walton  county—time  of  holding  superior  c  ourt  22 

Wacissa,  canal  company  79 

Waugh,  Mahala  T.— relief  of  36 

Washington  county — superior  court,  time  of  holding  22 

Webbville — incorporation  of  44 

West  Point— to  amend  act  of  incorporation  7 

Writ  of  Certiorari—' issuing  of  5^ 


THE   END. 


